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DiJ R I N G the thirty-^fix hours which 
I {pent with thefe Oonaquas, I had 
time to make feveral obfervations that were 
of great ufe to me, . and particularly refpc6l-» 
ing their language and pronunciation- I re- 
marked that they make a clappiifg noife 
with the tongue, like the reft of the Hotten* 
tots« This clapping I (hall explain hereafter, 
and likewife the manner in which they vary 
it. Though their dialed was the fstme, they* 
had, however^ fome terminations which .nei- 
ther I nor my people could always under- 
ftand* 
VoL.IL B They 
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2 TRAVELS IN 

They differe4 from mine, in having the 
colour of their Ifcin darker, the nofe not {q 
flat, and a greater flature ; in a word, by a 
nobler air and figujrel. The portraits of Na* 
rina and a Gron;aqua, faithfully copied, and 
here given, may ferve to convey an idea of 
this difference* . 

When they accoit any one, they ftretch 
forth the hand, faying, 7^^^, I falute you. 
This word and ceremony, which are employ- 
ed by the CafFreS, ^^l-e not ufed.by the Hot* 
tentots, properly fo called. 

This affinity of ciiftoms, manners, and 
even conformation ; their being fo near Great 
Caffraria j • an4 the actpunts I afterwards re- 
ceived, convinced me that thefe hordes of 
Gonaquas, who Equally refemble the CafFres 
and the Hottentots, muft be a mixed breed 
produced by thefe two nations* 

' The drefs of the nien, arranged with more 
fymmetry, has the fame (hape as that of the 
Hottentots ; but, as the Gonaquas are a little 
taller, they make their mantles of calves in- 
ftead of (heeps Ikins ; they are both called 
krdfs. Several of them wear hanging from 
their ne^cks a bit of ivory, or very white 
fheep's bone; and this contraft of the two 
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colours produces a good effeft, and is very 
becoming. 

When the weather is excefEvely hot, the 
men lay afide every part of their drefs that is 
fuperfluous, and retain only what they name 
t\it\T jackals. This is a piece of the fldn of 
the animal fo called, with which they cover 
what nature bids them conceal, and which 
is faftened to their girdle. This veil how- 
ever, negligently arranged, may be con(ider« 
ed as an ufelefs appendage, and is of very 
little fervice to their modefty. 

The women, much fonder of drefs than 
the men, employ more care in adorning their 
pcrfons. They wear a krofs like the latter, 
but the apron which conceals their fex is 
larger than thofe of the Hottentots* During 
the great heats, they retain only this apron, 
with a (kin which defcends, behind, from 
their girdle to the calf of the leg. 

Young girls, below the age of nine years, 
go perfcdlly naked; when th^y attain to that 
age, they wear nothing but a fmall apron* 

I Ihall ibon ' return to other peculiarities 
by which this nation are diftinguiihed, fo? I- 
have not yet dine with them. 



* . .* 
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At night the Hottentot whom I hftd &n( 
along with Haabas, arrived from his horde, 
accompanied bj two new Gonaquas^ wha 
brought me a fat ox, which their chief beg«>i 
ged me to accept. Narina, putting me in 
mind of my promrfes, £:nt me a ba&et of 
goats-milk, which fhp I^new I was ^eiy fond 
. i>{. tier fi{ler, when fh« faw the prefents 
which (he had received, Fcigretted much that 
fhe had not gone along with her to vi£t m j 
camp ; and fhe ordered the two m^fieng^s 
of Haabas, from whom I learned this intelH« 
gence, to thank me for th^e I Jxad ient her 
by her mo^er. Having accepted thft ox 
and the fhecp which were preienfed to me^p 
I ordered the mefiengers to be entertained 
with tobacco and brandy. 0,nt of thefe people 
refembled Narina fo much that I took him 
for her brqther; but he was only her coufin; 
Features fiirll of mildnefs, and an elegant 
figure, rendered this man one of the moft 
beautiful favages I had ever feen« ^ He told 
me feveral particulars refpeding the Gona« 
quas, which Haabas had not mentioned* He 
informed me that, before the war with the 
CafFres, his hoide vvas compofed of only one 
family^ of which Narina's grandfather had 

bsc» 
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Seen the laft chief $ that, at his death, it had 
lemaioed a long time without any leader; 
but that, when the war broke out, Haabaa! 
horde, which fbrtnerly iuhabhed the banks 
df the river, near its mouth, had joined his, 
that they might unite their foi'ces, in cafe 
they fliould be attacked by the common 
enemy; that the horde would not receive 
ftaabas, pretending that k wae at liberty to 
ehoofe its own chief; and that it was not juft 
that ftrangers (houldgive laws to a Horde which 
had readily admitted them among them. He 
added, that there had been much quarrel* 
Eng, and feveral combats, between theni; 
that a good deal of blood had b^en ihed^ 
fome favages killed, and many wounded; 
but that their common intereft h'aVIn^ at 
length obliged them to unite againft a fud- 
den incurfion of the CafFres, the prudent 
and courageous condu6t of Haabas, who re- 
belled their attack, had made him be unanl^ 
moufly proclaimed the chief of the two 
horded, which by alliances, marriages, and 
good friendfhip, formed at that time only one. 
When roy brandy began to operate on thcf 
brains of thefe two Gonaquas, they ieemecF 
to . be fo fond of talking, that they could 

B 3 fcarcely 



6 TRAVELS IN 

fcarcely put an end to their relatiohs. It 
was near one in the morning when I quitted 
them, in order that I might retire to reft; 
and I recommended it to my people to'imi-* 
tate my example, as I intended next jnorn« 
ing to go on a grand excurfion, in purfuit of 
birds, and had Hxed the break of day for the 
time of pur departure. 

Having fet out as fbon as the fun appeared, 
Narina's coufin requeftedpermiffion to follow 
me, as he faid it gave him great pleafure to 
fee me fire my double^bagrelled fufee, which 
.was a phenomenon he could not comprehend. 
. I confented, therefore, and gave him my 
carabine to carry, becaufe it might happen 
that we ihould meet with large animals in 
our way. 

It was not long before I had an opportu- 
nity of gratifying Amiroo^^ curiofity ; for 
having got within reach of a vulture, which 
I had feen perch on the point of a rock, I 
wounded it at the firft fliot, and killed it with 
a fecond, as it was attempting to fly Ami- 
roo's companions, when they returned to 
the horde, had told him that I could fire fe- 
Veral times fucceflively; but, naturally judg-i 

♦ This was the name of Narina's coufin<» - ^ 

ins 
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ing of my arms by his own, he coyld not 
believe that it was poiiible to wound twicre 
with the fame arrow. He was therefore 
greatly aftoniOied to hear my fecpnd report, 
and to fee the animal dead. He faid be ar*- 
dently wifhed to have an inftrument like 
mine in his pofTefnon, to repel the CafFres ; 
and he formed this wi(h with fuch an air 
and tone, as made me conclude, that man, if 
he is not the ftrongeft of animals, is how- 
ever the noblefl and moil .courageous. He 
alked me why the planters had not fufees of 
the fame kind ; a queftion which appeared to 
be full of good fenfe, but it was impoflible 
for me to anfwer it. The planters not only 
have none in their poffeffion, but even, before 
my arrival, they had never feen any of them ; 
and on all the plantations that are at a dif* 
tance from the Cape, my fufee was confi* 
dered as a wonder and a Angular durioficy. 

In the midft of our converfation, I thought 
I perceived, by jlmirooh looks, that he ima-^ 
gined. it poffible for me to fire as often as I 
pleafed ; I was convinced of this by the em- 
barraffing queftion which he afterwards pro- 
pofed. -A kite having pafled oyer our heads, 
I difcharged both my (hot at it i but it only 
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made a turn rounds and purfued its flight* 
Amiroo, upon this, afkcd me why I did not 
lire until I had killed it: but I could give 
him no anfwer, except that the bird was too 
common; that I did not care for it; and that^ 
beiides, fo much noife might frighten others . 
which I was more deiirous of procuring* 
By this ihift, however aukward, I avoided . 
explaining what it was prudent for me ever 
to conceal from him ; and I increafed that 
idea of fuperiority with which a white man 
every where imprefles a favage» 

My excurfion was fufficiently .fuccefsfol $ 
and> among other birds, I killed a cuckow 
entirely unknown^ which will form a new 
fpecies in this genus. 

Its, plumage, which had nothii>g remark«« 
able in it, was, throughout almoft the whole 
body, of a dark brown colour,' Its fong 
con£ils of feveral founds diderently accented| 
and it may be heard at a great diftance. As 
It fings whole hours without interruption, it 
betrays itfelf, and directs the fowler where 
to find it. In my ornitholo;^ I have named 
it the criarJ. 

I killed likewife fome fly-catchers, and a 
great number of touracos, of which we mada 

fricaflees. 
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^cafiee$9 much fuperior to thofe made of 
Guinea-hens or partridges with the fame 
iauce. 

Narina- s coufin feeing me bring down all 
fprts of little birds, ck>fe to him, with £o 
much readinefS| begged me to lend him my 
fufee, that he might try his dexterity ; but 
it would have been bad policy in me to give 
him any inftru^ion on this fubjcdt. With- 
out wiihing to be accounted a forcerer, I was 
jdeiirous that he might be conviciced, by his 
pwn experience?, that there is a wide difFe* 
fence between a European and a Hottentot* 
Having loaded my fufee without putting 
kad into it, I fufiered him to fipe as long as 
^e chofe ; but^ haying killed nothings he; 
became very impatient. Had I loaded my 
piece in the ufual manner, he would not per- 
haps have been more fuccefsful ; for, fearing 
that the priming would burn his face, he 
^med afide his head as fbon as ever he pre^ 
iented the p|ece. . His aukwardnefs, how* 
ever, might have done fpme execution ; and, 
on this account, I-thought it beft to leave no- 
thing to chance : for it is certain that, had 
he killed only a fingle bird, my fuperiority 
would have been immediately leffened in 

his 
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his mind» and confcquently in all the hordev 
If this idea did not fecure my perfon^ it at 
leaft flattered my vanity. 

As we were returning to the camp, we 
fell in with a flock of bubales, at the diflance 
of two hundred paces. Having killed one 
of them with my carabine, my companion 
appeared to be very much furprifed, remem- 
bering that at the diftance of fifteen paces he 
had not been able in feveral fhots to kill even 
a fmall bird. He began to meafure the pro* 
digious diftance between us and the bubale. 
As I obferved that he feemed to be loft in 
melancholy refled-ions, and to be under great 
uneaiinefs, I looked at him with an air of 
afFedtion, and gave him every confolation in 
my power.— Amiable youth, who didfl: not 
know how eftimableand engaging that fimpli- 
city was, which made thee appear fo little be- 
fore thy fellow-creature, long mayeft thou 
retain thy happy ignorance ! May I be the 
laft ftranger who, with rafh fteps, (hall dare 
to tread thy native plains j and may thy foli- 
tude never be polluted ! 

We covered our bubale with the branches 
of trees ; and, when I returned, I fent a horfe 
to convey it to my camp. 

To 
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' To amufe Amiroo and his companion, I 
employed the reft of the day in Ikinning my 
birds. Having invited them to ftay with me 
(during the night, telling them that they 
muft next day condudt me themfelves to 
their horde, they feemcd to be exceedingly 
glad ; the evening was therefore fpent ia 
great .merriment, and we drank tea, as nfual^ 
around a large fire. I ordered one of the 
iheep9 which Haabas had fent^ to be killed^ 
upon which we made a charming fupper ; and 
after our repaft amufed ourfelves with danc« 
ing and muOc : nor was the immortal lyre 
forgotten, for I had given two of them to 
my new guefts. Having feen fome of thele 
inftruments in the hands of thofe of their 
horde who had paid me a vifit before them, 
their reputation was fb much extolled, that 
they were impatient to have one, though they 
did not venture to aflc itj I however anti- 
cipated their deiire, and by this ftill added 
to the efteem and friendfhip which they en- 
tertained for me. 

When it was time to retire to reft, I in- 
formed all my people how I intended to tra- 
vel next morning, and ordered Klaas to have 
ipy two horfes ready at the break of day. 

When 
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When I awoke^ Amiroo's cempaniofi had 

_ . » • ' 

let out to inform Haabfas that I intended td 
pay him a vifit the fame day* 

Whatever may be the extent of the defartft 
of Africa^ we mnft not form any calciilatidfit 
rcfpeding ks population from thofe innutne* 
irablefwarms of blacks which are found dnthd 
weft, and whkh border all the coafts of the 
ocean, from the Canary Iflcs to the environs of 
the Cape of Good Hope. There is certainly no 
proportion to 'enable us to hazard even a c6n« 
jefture ; fince by a trade approved by a few, 
and held in deteftation by the greater num-i* 
ber, the barbarous navigators of Europe have 
induced thefc negroes, by the moft villah-^ 
ous attractions, to give yp their prifoners, or 
thofe who are inferior to them in ftrength. 
As their wants increafed, they have become 
inhuman and perfidious beings ; the princtf 
has fold his fubjedts i the mother has fold 
her fbn ; and nature, .as au accomplice, has 
rendered her prolific* 

This difgufting and execrable traffic is, 
however, ftill unknown in the interior parts 
of the Continent. The defart is really a de- 

» 

fart ; and it is only at certain dlftances that 

one meets with a few hordes, that are no| 
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•umerous, and who live on the fruits of the 
cvth, and the produce of their cattie. After 
finding one horde, one muft travel a great way 
to find another. The heat of the climate^ 
the drynefs of the fands^ the barrennefs of 
the earthy a fcarcity of water^ rugged and 
rocky mountains^ ferocious animab ; and, be« 
fides thefe, the humour of the Hottentots, a 
little phlegmatic^ and their cold tempera-^ 
ment— rare all obftacles to propagation. When 
a father has fix children^ it is accounted a 
phenomenou. 

The country of the Gonaquas, into which 
I penetrated, did not therefore contain three 
thoufand people, in an extent of thirty or 
forty leagues ; and the horde of Haabas, 
which confifted at moil: of four hundred per* 
fons, including every age and fex, was ac- 
counted one of the mofl confiderable in the 
nation. 

Thefe people did not refemble thofe dege- 
nerated and miferable Hottentots, who pine 
in the "heart of the colonies, contemptible 
and defpifed inhabitants, who bear no marks 
of their ancient origin but an empty name ; 
and who enjoy, only at the expence of their 

liberty, a little peace, purchafed at a dear 

rate. 
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rate,, by the cxceffive labour to which they 
are fubjed);ed on the plantations ; and by the 
defpotifm of their chiefs, who are always 
fold to government, I had here an opportu- 
nity ' of admiring a free and brave people; 
valuing nothing but independence ; never 
obeying any impulfe foreign to nature, and 
calculated only to deftroy their magnani- 
mous, free, and truly philanthropic charac- 
ter* 

I had no intention of going among this 
refpedtable nation like a harafied hunter, com- 
pelled by hunger and fatigue toftop at the 
firft place where he can find a lodging. I 
had refolved to prefent myfelf there injiochiy 
with the moft ftriking appearance, but fuch 
as might be equally honourable for me and 
for them, * , 

I employed the whole morning in drefling 
and arranging niy hair, which I loaded with 
powder, as if I had been going into the moft 
elegant company. I combed my beard, and 
made it hang down in the moft graceful man- 
ner poffible. I had fufFered it to grow a 
year ; not from any whim or caprice, as has 
' been, ridiculoufly circulated throughout the 
world ; nor was it in imitation of thofe bo- 
tanical 
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tanical travellers, who are mad after gall$ 
and fenna, as a punifhment becaufe I did not 
difcover foon enough, or when I wiflied, fuch 
and fuch a diaphoretic plants or fuch and 
fuch an imperceptible infeA ; but policy had 
made me prefcribe this rule to myfelf, as a 
fundamental law. The length of my beard 
was owing neither to flovenlinefs nor negle£t. 
The fcrupulous cleanlinefs of the Dutch I 
delight in ; and, for an American Creole^ it is 
not a mere want, proceeding from cuftom ; 
it i$ a pleafure. In my journeys I changed 
my linen and clothes three or four times a 
day ; but the plan of fufFering my beard to 
grow, was formed before I departed from the 
Cape. I had heard of the wars between the 
CafFres and the planters, and that the latter 
were detefted by the favages ; and, as I ex- 
pefted to meet either the one or the other, 
it was highly neccffary that I (hould give 
myfelf, by my external appearance, as well 
as by my manners and conduft, an air abfo- 
lately ftrange, to prove that I had no refem- 
blance to the planters^ This plan fucceeded 
perfedly; for, among all the hordes through 
which I paffed, I was received as an extraor- 
dinary being, and as a man of a new fpecies. 

5 My 
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My invincible diflike to tobacco and brandy, 
iifed both by the plantera and the favages^ 
added ftill to their aftonifhment. The idea 
of this favourable prepofTeflioiiy which could 
not efcape me, ^ave me frelh aflurance^ and 
even an intrepidity which procured me great 
enjoyments unknown to other travellers. 
Nothing could flop me^ I marched forwards^ 
and prcfcnted myfclf without uneafinefs; 
and thus might I have traverfcd all the centre 
of Africa, even to Barbary, without the leaft 
moleftation, had not the earth, as I may fay^ 
rejeded my ftcps, Thirft and cruel hunger 
,will always be in fur moun table barriers to 
thofe who may wifh to attempt fo bold and 
has^ardous an undertaking. 

My beard, then, was my principal fafe* 
guard; but it daily rendered me a fervicc 
which was no lefs valuable : on a journey I 
• took the precaution, -when I waihed it, to 
fuffer it to imbibe as much water as it could 
contain ; and, during the heat of the day, this 
was a refreihment for my fac^ which afforded 
me much comfort and relief. 

After arranging my hair, I dref&d myfelf 
in the moft magnificent manner I could. 
Among my hunting frocks I had one of a 

dark 
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^rk br6wil colour^ oruamcnted with fteel 
buttons^ cut facet-wife: this I made my drefs 
of ceremony ; as the rays of the fun, falling 
upon the different facets, would by their re* 
fleiftion form a fplendour very proper for 
exciting the admiration of thefe favages. 
Under this frock 1 wore a white veft ; and in 
place of boots I fubftituted a pair of nankeen 
drawers, which always appeared to me equal- 
ly noble. In my wardrobe I had ftill a pair 
of European (hoes, which I put on my feet; 
and I did qot forget my large filver buckles, 
as they were by chance exceedingly brilliant* 
I wiihed much to have a gold4aced hat, but 
this I was obliged to do without ; and, zs my 
drawers rendered my fet knee-buckles of no 
ufe^ I made a clafp of them, w*ith which I 
fixed to my hat, fuch as it was, a magnificent 
plume compofed of oftrich's feathers that had 
their full length. 

But how much was I pained for the fur- 
niture of my horfe, which did not correfpond 
with the ornaments of his mafter ! Inftead of 
that magnificent panther's (kin which in 
France would have been accounted fuperb, 
and which was nothing in the eye of a favage, 
what a flaofjing figure would one of thofc 

Vol. IL C howfings 
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howfings of fcarlct cloth, which trot regU* 
larly every week from Paris to Poifly, have 
made I So true it is, that the rarity of objects 
forms all their value, at the fame time that 
it conftitutes their merit. 

Having hinted to my faithful Klaas that 
he fhould mount on horfeback with me, and 
ferve me as groom, he had arranged himfelf 
in the befl manner po^ble: but being deiirous 
that he might appear with fbme diilin£):ion» 
I gave him an old pair of breeches, which he 
did not put oh without aflunaing an air of 
vanity, which at the fame time announced 
the pleafure this treat gave him, and the im- 
portance he received from fuch ia decoration. 

Every thing being ready for my depar- 
ture, I difpatched two of my hunters with 
their fufees to inform the horde of my ap*^ 
proach : and having breakfafted foon after, 
I fufpended my poniard from a button-hole 
of my vcft ; put a pair of piftols into my 
girdle ; and another pair, with my double* 
barrelled fufee, at the bow of my faddlei and 
inftantly mounted my horfe. Klaas, who 
carried my carabine, did the fame ; and fol- 
lowed me, leading with him my four dogs. 
He was followed, in his turn, by four hun<- 

ters. 
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ters, efcorting one of my people^ who was 
appointed to carry a box containing two red 
handkerchiefs, fome copper rings^ knives, 
pieces of fteel for tinder* boxes, and fbme 
other prefents which I intended to give to 
the horde. Amiroo marched at our head, to 
dired: us in the proper way. 

We firft advanced along the banks of the 
river, going againft its current for near an 
hour ; after which Amiroo made us quit it, 
and conduced us between two high moun- 
tains, in a narrow defile, the length and wind- 
ings of which were not lefs than two leagues. 
At the extremity of this valley^ having re- 
turned to within a few paces of the river, the 
country opened before us; and from this fpot 
pointing out with his finger a fmall eminence 
upon which I obferved a kraal, our guide 
informed us that we (hould there find Haa- 
bas. It was ftiU about ten gun-(hots diftanC 
from us. The road indeed had been longer 
than I expefted ; for we employed full three 
hours in this march. When 1 was within 
two hundred paces of the horde, 1 difcharged 
both my Ihot, and ordered my four hunters 
to do the fame. The two others, whom I 
had fent before, returned our falute, by dif- 

C ^ charging 
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charging theirs ; and this was to the whole 
horde the fignal for a general fiiout of joy* 
I ihall not make any refledions upon this 
affeding fcene : the tender reader will fliare 
in the foft emotions of my heart ; and prefer 
a true relation, however fimple it may be, 
I faw all thefe people come forth from their 
tents, and formthemfelves into fmall bodies; 
but, in proportion as I approached, the wo- 
men, the young girls, and children, all difap- 
peared, and returned to their different huts. 
The men, who alone remained with their 
chief at their head, came to meet me ; upon 
which I difmounted, and repeating the words 
iabh iabe to Haabas, I took the old man by 
the hand, which I fqueezed in mine. He 
returned my falute with every effufion of a 
' grateful heart; and feemed deeply affedled by 
this mark of honour, which was principally 
conferred upon him, I was received with 
the fame ceremonial by all the reft of the 
men ; except that, fupprefling through refpeft 
the lign of the hand, they fubftituted in ita 
room that of bowing the head; and that, 
in pronouncing tab}^ they accompanied this 
word with a more fenfible clapping with the 

tongue. 
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Each in particular examined me with the 
utmoft attentioDi even to the minuteA part 
of my dreft ; every thing attracted their 
looks* Haabas himfelf, tvho had never feen 
me in my camp but in an undrefs, or in my 
hunting equipage, feemed aAonifhed at my 
ftrange attire: I imagined that he (hewed 
me much more deference than ufual, and 
that he afiimved a more refpedful air as he 
pa£fed me. 

I had difmoanted under the ihade of a 
krge tree, to which they came to compli- 
ment me ; but I remained there only a few 
minutes to refrefti myfelf. It was a real 
feflival to mc to contemplate this interefting 
horde, to which I advanced efcorted by my 
whole troop ; and as I paffed before one of 
the huts, which like thofe of the Hotten- 
tots have only a very low entrance, the 
miftrefs of it, w^o at firft made her appear- 
ance to furvey me at a diftance, immediately 
retired; {o that I was obliged every moment 
to {loop,4n order to examine the infide. It 
was a very curious fpeftacle to fee thefe 
brown vifages mofionlefs, and as it were 
fixed to the wall, in the back part of the 
hut, exhibiting every where the appearance 

C 3 of 
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of fo many portraits in (hade. ^ I ought to 
have left my card with each of thefe ladies^ 
for I was not received by any of them. 

By little and little they became however 
more familiar, and I at length faw my felf fur- 
rounded by them. They prefented me milk 
on all fides ; but Narina was not yet among* 
the number of thefe curious females. Hav- 
ing enquired for her, fbme of them ran to 
fetch her ; and (he arrived foon after, bring-- 
ing a baiket of goats milk, quite warm, 
which (he haftened to prefent to me. I drank 
fome of it, in preference to that offered by 
the reft j both on account of the natural 
graces which (he difplayed in giving it, and 
of the care (he had taken to make the veffel 
clean, which was far from being the cafe 
with the reft. 

All thefe women, drelTed in their richeft 
attire, fre(h greafed and boughouedy and hav- 
ing their faces painted in a hundred different 
ways, fufEciently (hewed what noife the 
news of my arrival had made in the horde, 
and the fingular refpeft which they enter- 
tained for a ft ranger, l^arina had adorned 
herfelf with the prefents I had given her; 
but I obfefved, with no little furprifc, that (he 

had 
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had not followed the etiquette of her com- 
panions^ and that (he had abflained from her 
und:ions. She knew how much thi9 refine- 
ment in her drefs difgufted me ; and, what* 
ever fuch a facrifice might have coft her, (he 
had fubmitted to it in order to pleafe me. 
She introduced me to her fifter, who ap- 
peared pretty j but whether it was that pre- 
pofledioa had blinded me, or that I was 
ofiFend^d by the fmell of her ointments^ I 
did not find in her the fame attractions as 
in Narioa, nor did (he excite the fmalleft 
emotion in my brea(^< 

When I arrived at the habitation of Haa- 
bas, he (hewed me his wife, who had no- 
thing to diftingui(h her from the reft ; and 
I found here, as is often the cafe elfewhere, 
that the commandant's lady was old and 
ugly enough. This however did not pre* 
vent me from prefenting her, like a polite 
courtier, with a red handkerchief; which (he 
accepted without ceremony, and immediate- 
ly bound round her head. To this prefent 
I added a knife, and a piece of fteel for ftrik- 
ing fire with a flint ; but as I bad a great 
^efire to know her taft?, and was very glad 

C 4 to • 
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to fee a favBgc feipale embarraJTed refpe^ling 
the choice of her drefs^ I fhewcd her my 
whole package of glafs- ware, begging her to 
fcleft whatever might picafc her inoft^ Upon 
this oqcafion I did not enjoy the fatisfa6):ioq; 
which I exped^ed; for Ihe laid her hands, 
without hefitating a moment, upon fome red 
and white necklaces; the other colours, flie 
faid, being too like her Ikin, would produce na 
efFeft, and were befides not at all agreeable to 
her tafte. I have always remarked that the 
favages in general fet very little value upon 
black or blue. I gave her alfo fome large 
brafs wire, for two pair of bracelets ; and it 
appeared to methat ihe efteemed this article 
above all the reflr. 

The reft of the women did not fee thefe 
prefents without envy. They lifted up their 
hands with ecftafy; and in their admiration 
declared, with a loud voice,, that the fpoufe 
of Haabas was the happieft of women, and 
the moft magnificent in jewels that ever 
they had {cm in all the hordes of the Gona* 
qua nation. 

I then' diftributed the remainder of the 
glafs beads which 1 had brought with me ; 

and 
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Und Irc^ndidly eonfefs I maa^uvfed In fuch 
fi manner as that the youngeft and prettreft 
might hzire the I^gefi Aire, 

To the Aen I gave knives^ tinddr* boxes, 
?ind rolh 6( tobacco, %/ly intention in vifif- 
mg this horde peribnaliy wa^, that all th^ 
families wlHch compofed it ttiigiit partake 
ift my botjnty ; and the package I brought 
silong with me tras pretty confid^rable. 

liaabas having begged me, hi th^ name 
of feveral infii?m old men who Were not 
ible to go abroad, to follow him, and pay 
them a vifit^ 1 readily confented fo this re-* 
queft, and we entered their hufs: they were 
all attended by children of eight or ten years 
of age, entrufled with the care of giving them 
their food, and of rendering them all thofe 
fervlces which are neceflary to the debility 
of years. J was very much ft ruck with this 
fclpeftablp inflitution among thefe favage 
people, and I fully teftified my approbation 
of it fo my condufton Though thefe old 
men, for the moft part, were confined only 
]by their great age, and not by thofe infirmi- 
ties which are the ufual attendants of people 
in civilized nations, I remarked with no lit- 
ttle furprife that their hair was^ not white, 

and 
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and that It fcarcely began to turn grey at 
the extremities. 

I was next conduced to a hut entirely 
feparated from the reft, which contained a 
horrid fpeftacle — a miferable wretch covered 
with ulcers from head to foot. Having, ftooped 
in order to enter^ the infectious fmell that 
proceeded from the hut made me flart back 
with horror. This poor creature had lain 
here for more than a year, without any one 
daring to approach him ; fo much did they 
dread being infedted by this diforder, which 
was accounted contagious : his wife, indeed^ 
and two of his children, had died about two 
^lonths before. His food was thrown to him 
at the entrance of his habitation, , or rather 
tomb; for to me he appeared to be no longer 
a living being. His fituation, which was 
truly deplorable, incited my pity ; for he had 
long remained ftretched out amidft his own 
filth and ordure : and I was extremely forry 
that I could not by fome efficacious remedy 
afibrd him relief. 

In vain did I remember that at Surinam 
we gathered ourfelves the balm of Copahu, 
and that of Racafiir, which I believe is the 
Tolu of the apothecaries ihops ; and that 

with 
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with this adiAance alone we eafily cured our 
negroes. But this was of no avail here: Afri- 
ca did not produce any of thefe falutarjr 
plants ; or at lead, if it did, I knew not ia 
what place to fearch for them. I however 
thought of a method which, if it Ihould not 
cure his evils, would at leaft fufpend tliem 
for a little. 

I began therefore by bidding thefe favages 
beperfedly eafy; affuring them that the dif- 
order was not infeftious, and that it could 
not be communicated by coming into im- 
mediate contact with the difeafed perfon, 
much lefs fay the air that furrounded him* 
To perfuade them the more to believe me, I 
confidently told them that I was well ac- 
quainted with the difeafe : for without this 
precaution the plan I had formed to relieve 
him would have been in great danger of 
mifcarrying; as an invincible prejudice made 
them all dread an epidemical diftemper. 

I told them, then, that it would be proper 
to anoint the whole body of the patient with 
mutton fat melted ; that this harmlefs re- 
medy would re ft ore to his parched Ikin a 
little of its fupplenefs, and would at leaft 

enable him him to move his limbs with 

cafe. 
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eafe. I ordered aHa fev'eral mats to be givta 
htm» begging hicn to endeavour to draw 
them under him ; and, weak as be wa$^ he 
fucceeded according to my wifh. I next pro* 
pofed that a new hut ihould be ercGted for 
him, and that he ihould be tranfported thi* 
ther. This advice was received with accla* 
mations by all prefent ; and, that their bene^ 
volent ardour might not have time to cool, 
bdth I and my people put our hands to the 
kbour: afnd the hut was foon ftnifhed^ and 
in a condition ta receive the iick man. 

I always imagined that this man had been 
attacked by that deftruftive fcourgc which 
poifbns the foutces of life^ and deAroys plea-f 
fure by pleafure itfelf, Though grangers to 
this fcourge, as well as to the Hottentots of 
the Cape, who know it well, I thought it 
might have been gradually conveyed to the 
Gonaquas, by pafiing from one to another. 
A journey, or fome fatal connedidn, had un- 
doubtedly caufed the misfortune of this poor 
wretch. 

When the hut was ready, he was carried 
out, extended upon mats. He was then con*? 
veyed to a place near his new habitation, and 
the old one was denK)li(hed ; whilft I was 

confidered 
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Gonfidered as a beneficent god by thefe good 
favages. With what anxiety did they fol- 
low the unfortunate patient, with their eye« 
fixed fometimes upon me, and fometimes 
upon the miferable wretch of whofe cure 
they had already conceived great hopes ! for 
that powerful balm of the heart beamed oil 
all their countenances, and doubled their 
tender compaffion* With what eagerness 
did I fee them all floek round me, and pity 
the fufferings of their brother ! and the wo« 
men, above all, implore fuccefs to my fkill, 
that I might if poffible give fome relaxa- 
tion to his puoiihment, and reftore him to 
life ! 

He was now become like a Skeleton, 
covered with a ihrivelled and dry (kin, 
through which appeared fome parts of his 
bones, in the legs, arms, fides, and reins | all 
his joints were prodigioufly fwelled ; and 
the worms, by anticipation, were devouring 
him all over. 

After the fri(flion I had ordered, he was 

carried into his tent. I then recommended 

him to the care and attention of the whole 

horde ; and begged that they would give 

him nothing to feed upon but milk. 

I I doubt 
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I doubt much whether this afilftance was 
fufficient to relieve him : unfortunately my 
ikill extended no farther ; and, being firmly 
perfuaded that his death was inevitable, I 
thought that to haften it would be the 
greateft fervice that could be done to him« 
If I have prolonged his miferable exiftence 
for a few days, the cruelleft of his enemies 
could not h^ve done more. 

When I returned to the habitation of 
Haabas, his wife prefented me with fome 
milk to refrelh me; and I found that a (heep 
had been killed to entertain me and my 
people. 

I ordered a few fteaks to be broiled on 
fome coals before the hut; but the remem- 
brance of the horrid fpe<Slacle which I had 
feen fo haunted my imagination, that it en- 
tirely deprived me of my appetite. Fearing 
however that t^efe favages might think I 
was difgufled with their food, which would 
have cruelly mortified them, I forced my- 
felf to eat a little. From the place where 
I fat, through the circle that furrounded me, 
I faw my people, who were lefs delicate 
than their mafter, regaling themfelves on 
pieces which had been diftributed among 

them. 
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them» and amufing themfclves as If they 
had been at a wedding. 

When the npaft was finiflied, no time 
remained but Wiat was neceflary for me to 
return before nght. Taking leave therefore 
of my good n^ighbours^ after many times 
repeating tabi^ I mounted my horfe. I 
was followed oy almoft the whole of the 
horde : but mytime becoming every moment 
ihorter^ I maie ufe of my fpurs ; and in lefs 
than an houj Klaas and I reached our camp. 
The reft of my people arrived much later ; 
for about a tore of the Gonaquas, both men 
and womer, attraded by curiofity, had ac- 
companied them. Upon any other occafion 
this vifit might have difpleafed me ; but at 
this time I had abundance of provifions, 
and twenty mouths mere could not in any 
manner be burthenfomci 

The reader, without doubt, expefts to 
find among the pumber of thofe who paid 
me this unexpe^ed vifit, the beautiful Na- 
rina. • She indf^d was ; and, though it may 
appear furpr^ng, (he concealed herfelf fo 
well that I /id not difcover till next nniorn- 
ing that (h/ had arrived the evening before. 
The whol of the night was Ijpent in danc- 
ing and Ij^ging ; but^ as I was unwilling to 

de- 
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^prive any one of a fhare in this party of . 
pleafure which chance alcne had formed^ I 
did not attempt to interirupt them* 

One of the fureft means cf ptcierving over 
favages that fuperiority whch the prefump^ 
tuous European haughtily aifwnes, is not^ 
as is commonly believed^ to iitimidiite them». 
And to employ threats *id ferror* This ri- * 
diculous plan muft have beet inviented oiily 
by a rafli fool^ or a daflardly commander at 
the head of a numerous arny, who took 
Stdvantage of his force to jlcDDofe defpotic 
and fevere taws. An inftance to be found 
in fome late,voyages, is an evidett proof that 
k is not by impetuofity, and the drawn 
fword, that mankin<? are to be civiixcd. 'the 
tragical epd of a late entcrprifing navigator 
pught ever to be i ftriklng lefibn to thofc 
who m^y adopt fuci fatal maxims *. I am 
convinced that one (hould never venture to 
aflc from people in a ftate of nature, what 
would coft them too great i facrifice to give; 
that it is prudent to iofe a \ittle in order to 
gain more ; that it is only br oomplac^icy , 
that one can iniinuate onefelf into their fa- 
vour ; and that the principal n>thod of fuc* 

^ The author here ftems to allude to tc desith of our 
vnfortunjite and cver-to-be-lbmented captaa Cook. T. 

ceediug 
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Ceeding with them is firft to gain their love^ 
Entertaming fuch principles^ it may readily be 
judged that I do not believe in eaters of mm ; 
and that there is no country fo defart, or fo little 
, known^ into which I would not penetrate with- 
out fear and without apprehenfion* Sufpicion 
is the principal caufe of the barbarity of fa- 
vages; if we can call fo the great care which 
they employ to remove from us, and even 
to deftroy every thing that feems likely to 
endanger our fafety or interrupt our repofe* 

Not being able to fleep during the whole 
night, I arofc at break of day : but what 
was my aftonifhment when I perceived Na-* 
rina ! She feemcd to have a more erabar* 
raiTed air, and a more balhful look, than 
ordinary ; and it was then only, as I have 
already faid, that (he confeffed (he had air* 
rived the evening before. I reproached her 
in the fevered terms for having thus con* 
cealed herfclf from me, and I begged her to 
tell me the reafon ; but, notwithftanding all 
I could fay, (he gave me no pofitive anfwer# 
Her (ilencc in this rcfpeft was carried even 
to obftinacy. At length, as if afraid that 
ihe had railed her hopes too high, (he be- 
came more timid in proportion as (he gueflTed 

Vol. II. D the 
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the fufpicions that I feemed to entertain oA 
her account : this refervc made mc love 
her more. The coffee was ready, and I gave 
her a (hare of my breakfaft. 

The whole .of this day was (pent likewife 
in dancing and merriment ; but next morn- 
ing the whole horde, attrafled by curiofity, 
arrived at my camp. Some were coming, 
and others were departing ; fo that they 
crofled each other in all parts oti the way* 
This fpeiSacle appeared to me like the mov* 
ing pifture of a village feftival, and I re* 
ceived them all with equal cordiality* Hav- 
ing enquired concerning my poor patient, I 
received an anfwer* which gave me great 
plealure. They^ told me that he never 
Ipoke of me but with tears of gratitude; 
that he ftill fuiFcred very much ; but that 
there had been a great change in his fitua* 
tion by the cleanlinefs I had procured him. 
He at leaft enjoyed the confolation of feeing 
his companions, and of difcourling with 
them ; for, confiding in my advice, they no 
longer feared to enter his hut, or to approach 
him. Their vilits, by engaging his thoughts, 
poured over his wounds a balm flill more 
falutary than plants ; and made him in fome 

6 ^ meafure 
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tAtACnte forget his misfortunes^ I doubt 
much whether he recovered after the defpe* 
rate condition in which I faw him ; but if it 
was poffible for him to get better, I think 
this moral remedy muft have contributed 
not a little towards his relief* Can there 
be any fate more cruel than that of feeing 
onefelf deferted by one's friends and neareO: 
relations, and baniOied from fociety like an 
9bandoi^ed carcafe, the fight of which ex« 
cites horror ? Each related thefe particulars 
after his own manner, and accompanied 
them with thanks ; which were the more 
fincere in proportion as thefe people were 
more nearly connected with my patient, el^ 
ther by the ties of blood or friendfliip. 

The proceffion did not ceafe till the after* 
noon of the fecond day, when thefe worthy 
Gonaquas took leave of my camp to return 
to their horde. I could not help recom- 
mending my patient to them in the moft 
earnefl manner ; and I told them that the 
care they might take of him would be the 
moft flattering mark of-eftcem and refpe£k 
they could confer upon me, I charged Na- 
rina in particular to carry him, in my name, 
a fmall provifion of tobacco ; I then gave a 

D 2 few 



36 TRAVELS IN 

few more prefents to this young favage^ aod 
fuffered her to depart. 

I had been very little in the company of 
this girl ; but the attachment I had conceived 
for her was fo natural and fimple, I was fo 
much accuftomed to her manners, and I 
found fo much analogy between her difpo- 
iition and mine, that I could fcarcely per« 
fuade myfelf that our acquaintance was of 
fb ihort a date, and that it was to terminate 
fo foon. I thought I muft admire her for 
the laft time ■ but other cares and other 
views. 

It is time to obferve that the women of 
this country had not behaved with my peo- 
ple in the fame manner as thofe of the river 
Gamtoos : they Ihewed the greateft referve ; 
and when the men departed, not one of 
them remained behind. 

I confefs that the vifits of thefe people, 
who came in great bodies too often, and re- 
mained too long, began at length to difpleafe 
me; for I feared, and with great reafon, 
that fome diflurbance might arife around 
me, or that my people would acquire a tafte 
for diffipation. They had all already begun 
to relax in their duty ; hunting feemed to 

engage 
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engage their attention lefs than before ; and 
aimoft every moment of their time was em- 
ployed in dancing. The people entrufted 
with the care of keeping and feeding my 
cattle^ ieemed to perform this bufinefs with 
reludlance, and fuflfered them to ftray where- 
ever they thought proper ; while others ab- 
fcnted themfelves during the night, and re- 
turned only in the morning to fleep. I 
thought, however, that it would be good po- 
licy in me to wink at thefe petty abufcs, 
and to bring them all back gradually to their 
duty. The heat now began to grow infup- 
portable ; the fun, having pafled the equator, 
darted his rays perpendicularly upon us, and 
fcorched us fo much that it would have 
been dangerous to expofe ourfelvcs in the 
hotteft time of the day; and my tent, dur- 
ing thefe moments, was converted into a 
real ftove, which 1 was obliged to abandon* 
Thefe were fufficient motives to induce me 
to tranfport my penates to a place better 
Ihaded, under fome thick grove ; but I re- 
membered the rendezvous where I ap- 
pointed to meet the envoys I had fent to the 
CafFres. It might happen that, not finding 
me in their return at Koks-Kraal, they 

D 3 ^ might 
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might imagine either that ibme unfo^efeen 
misfortune had befallen me; or that, tired of 
waiting for them, I bad refolved to departs 
aind continue my jdurney. Such a ftep 
would have throwa. (hem into the utmoft 
embarraflment i and, for my part, I was too 
much intereAed in the fate of • my two 
friends to defert them i nor would all the 
birds of Africa have induced me to be guilty 
of fo bafe a,n z&loxi. I refolved, therefore, 
to remain where I was till they ihould ar- 
rive ; but I determined to bring back all my 
people to their former ei^^rcifesj and I my^ 
Iclf firft gave the .exapiple. 

I did not fail either, according to my 
ufual cuftom^ to devote a part of every even* 
ing to my journal } and it was here that I 
at length began to be acquainted with thofe 
differences which didinguifh one Hottentot 
from another, and pajr ticulariy the Gonaquas 
from all the other hordes I had before feen. 

The kraal of Haabas^ at the diftance of 
libput four hundred paces from the river 
Groot-Vis, was fituated on the declivity of 
a little hill, which extended wi^h an eafy 
flope to the b&ttom of a chain of mountains^^ 
clothed with a foreft of very large trees ; a 

fpaall 
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/naall rivulet interfedled it in the middle^ 
aqd difcharged itlelf into the river. All the 
huts, to the number of almoft forty, built 
upon a fpace about fix hundred feet fquare, 
formed fevcral crefcents, and. were all con* 
neded together by fmall enclofures belong-^ 
ing to each. In thefe every different family 
ihut up^ in the day time, their calves and 
their lambs, which are not fuffered to follow 
their mothers ; and which fuck only in tho 
morning and evening, when the women 
milk the cows and the (he goats. Befides 
thefe, there were three large emdofures well 
fenced round, which were deftlncd for con* 
fining, during the night only, the whole 
flocks of the horde. 

The huts, conftruded like thofepf the Hot- 
tentots in the colonies, were eight or nine feet 
in diameter, and were covered with ox or iheep 
ikins, but more commonly with mats. They 
had only one opening, very narrow and low; 
and it was in the middle. of the hut that th« 
family kindled their fire. The thick fmoke 
with which thefe kennels were filled, and 

which had no other vent but the door, added 

« 

to the ftench which they always retain, 
would have ftifled any European who might 

D 4 have 
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have had the courage to remain in them two 
minutes : cuftom, however, renders all this 
fupportable to thefc favages. Indeed they 
do not continue in them during the day; but 
on the approach of night each returns to his 
habitation^ fpread^ out his mat, covers it 
with a fheep's fkin, and fleeps as foundly 
upon it as if he lay on the fofteft down. 
When the nights are too cold, they ufe for a 
covering a ikin like that upon which I lay ; 
the Gonaquas always procure them by bar- 
ter* In the morning thefe beds are rolled 
l)p, and placed in a corner of the hut ; and^ 
if the weather is fine, they expofe them to 
the air and the fun. They then beat them, 
one after another, to ihake off, not bugs as 
in Europe, but infers, and another kind of 
vermin no lef$ troublefome, to which the 
^xceilive heat of the climate renders thefe fa« 
vages very fubjed, and which they are not 
able to get rid of notwithftanding all their 
care and attention. When they have no 
preiling bufinefs to employ them> they, make 
ftridt fearch for thefe vermin, which' they 
^ deftroy with their teeth : this appears to 
them the eafieft and readied method. 
Soipe author, I know not who, has 

thought 
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tkought proper to believe, that the(e vermia 
are a ready refourCe for the Hottentots, and 
form part of their nourishment, and perhaps 
even a delicacy. Nothing can be more falfe 
than this ridiculous aflertion : on the con- 
trary, I can fafely declare that they perform 
this office or ceremony with as much difguft 
as our women or fervant maids perform it 
with contrary fcnfations with relpeft to our 
children. 

. I have before advanced that the Gonaqua 
women afTume in their drefs an air of ele« 
gance unknown to the Hottentots of the 
colonies. Their garments, however, do not 
differ in their fhape, except that the former 
wear them larger ; and that the apron of mo« 
defty, which they call neuyp^krofs^ is wider, 
and defcends almoft to the knees. But it is 
in ornaments, I might rather fay the em- 
broidery layiflied on their drefles, that the 
riches and magnificence upon which they 
pique themfelves confift. It is, above all, in 
the arrangement of the apron that they dif- 
play their art and their tafte. The defign, 
the dii^ribution of the compartments, and 
the mixture of the colours, all are particu* 
larly attended tOt The more their veilments 

are 
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are loaded with beads, the more they are 
cfteemcd; and they even ornament their 
bonnets with them. Thefe bonnets, if pof* 
fible, are made of the hide of the zebra ; 
becaufe the white fkin of that animal, inter- 
ir^ied by brown or black (Iripes, gives a kind 
of relief to their phyfiognomy ; and, as they 
themfelves exprefs it, adds fomething more 
enticing to their charms. Befides this, they 
are more or lefs fumptuous according to the 
^ beads and glafs ornaments which they poilefs, 
and with which they encumber their bodies^ 
They alfo make tiffues, with which they 
adorn their legs» in the manner of half-boots« 
Thofe who cannot attain to this degree of 
magnificence, confine themfelves, efpecially 
for the legs, to ornament them with the 
fame reeds, as thofe of which they make their 
mats, or with ox^hide cut into thongs, and 
beat into a round form by a mallet. It is 
this tuflom which has induced feveral tra^ 
vellers, copying their accounts froln one 
another, to fay that thefe people furround 
their arms and legs with the inteflines of 
animals torn from their bodies as foon as 
they are killed; and that they devour thefe 
ornaments in proportion as they become pu- 
trid 
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trid — a grofs error, which defcrres to be 
buried in oblivion with the works by which 
it has been propagated. It has fometimes 
happened, perhaps, that a Hottentot, prefled 
by hunger, may have employed this refource 
as the only means of preferving his exift- 
cnce, and devoured both his thongs and his 
fandalsi but, becaufe the horrors of a fiege 
have compelled civilized people to contend 
for the vileft food, muft we conclude that 
uncivilized nations eat rags and nadinefs ? 

At firft, thefe bandages of leather and 
feeds with which the Hottentots furrounded 
their legs were only an indifpenfable pre- 
iervative againft the pricking of briars and 
thorns,, and the biting of ferpents, which 
abound in thefe regions of Africa ; but lux- 
ury transforms into abufes the moft useful 
inventions. In place of thofe pieces of ikin 
which were fo ferviceable, the women have 
fubftituted beads, which, on Account of their 
fragility, are not of long duration. Thus^ 
among favages, as among the moft enlight* 
ened nations, the^wifeft and the beft com«9 
bined inftitutions are at length perverted and 
corrupted. The luxury of the Hottentots, 
however ill underftood it may appear, fuffi-* 

ciently 
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ciently announces that vanity belongs and is 
extended to all climates ; and that, in fpite 
even of nature, a woman is always a woman. 
The habit I was in of continually feeing the 
Hottentots, never reconciled me to their prac- 
tice of painting their bodies in a thoufand 
different ways. I always found it hideous 
and difgufting ; nor do I know what charms 
they pretend to receive from this daubing, 

which is not only ridiculous, but even fetid. 
I have here given the figure of a Hottentot 
lady In all the luxury of her attire ; and I 
can aflure the reader that In this portrait 
there is nothing overcharged or exaggerated. 
The two colours for which they fhew the 
greateft fondnefs are red and black. The 
firft is compofed of a kind of ochry earth, 
which is found in feveral places of the 
country, and which they mix and dilute 
with greafe : this earth has a great relem- 
blance to brick-duft, or tiles reduced to pow- 
der. Their black is nothing elfe than foot, 
or the charcoal of tender wood. Some wo- 
men indeed are contented with painting only 
the prominence of the cheeks ; but in general 
they daub over their whole body, in com- 
partments varied with a certain degree of 

fymmetry: 
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fymmetry : and this part of their drefs re- 
quires no fmall length of time, 

Thefe two colours fo much admired by 
the Hottentots, are always perfumed with 
the powder of the boughou^ which is not 
very agreeable to the fmell of an European* 
A Hottentot, perhaps, would find our odours 
and efleftces no lefs infupportable ; but the 
boughou has over our rouge and paftes the 
advantage of not being pernicious ^ to the 
fkin, of not attacking and injuring the 
lungs; and the female Hottentot, who is 
acquainted with neither amber, mufk, nor 
benjamin, never knows what it is to be op« 
prelTed by vapours, fpafms, and the head« 
ache. 

The men never paint their faces ; but I 
have often feen them ufe a preparation made 
of both colours mixed, to paint the upper lip 
as far as the noftrils ; by which they enjoyed 
the advantage of continually inhaling the 
odour of the fubftance employed for this pur- 
pofe. Young girls fometimes favour their 
lovers fo far as to apply this paint for them 
under the nofe ; and on this point they (hew 
a kind of coquetry which has a very power- 
ful influence over the heart of a Hottentot 

novice. 
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novice. The reader, however, muft notJii« 
fer, from what I have faid, that the Hotten- 
tot women pay fo much attention to dref&. as 
to negled thofe daily and ufeful occupations 
to which nature and their ufages call them« 
I never heard them fpeak of it but on certain 
feftivals which happen very rarely. Sepa- 
rated from Europe by an immenfity of fea^ 
and from the Dutch colonies by defart 
mountains and impafTable rocks, too much 
communication with thefe people has not 
yet led them to the exceffes of our deprava^ 
tion ; on the contrary, when they have the 
happinefs of being mothers, Nature addreffes 
them in a different language ; they aflume, 
more than in any other country, a fpirit 
fuitable to their ftate, and readily give them- 
felves up to thofe cares which fhe imperi- 
oufly requires from them. As foon as a 
child is born, it never quits the back of it$ 
mother ; Ihe there fixes her dear burden by 
means of an apron, which keeps it clofe to 
her body ; and another tied with thongs under 
the infant's thighs, fupports it, and prevents 
it from gliding down. This fecond apron, 
formed, like the^firft, of the Ikin of fome 
wild animal, is generally ornamented with 

beads ; 
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heads ; *and thfe is all that compofes th^e fuiw 
niture of the new-born child. Whether the 
mother goes to work or to a ball, and evtti 
though (he dance, fhe never quits her child. 
The latter, of which nothing is feen but 
the head, never cries or fquawls except 
when it has occafion to fuck. The mother 
then turns it and draws it on one fide ; nor 
is it neceflary for her to untie it, except 
when fhe is advanced in years, or has had 
feveral children. Without difplacing the 
one (he carries, (he conveys her breaft to it 
under her arm, or throws it over her (houl^ 
der J the child, fatisfied, then ceafes to cry; 
and the nurfe continues her dancing. 

When the mother judges that it is in a 
condition tti crawl and to ailifl: itfelf^ (he 
places it on the ground before her hut ; and 
by force of creeping it learns the ufe of its 
limbs, and from d jy to day tries to (tand up- 
right : one attempt condudls to a fecond ; 
it becomes bold, and fooii acquires fufficient 
ftrength to run and to follow its mother. 
This method, fo fimple and natural, is in 
my opinion much fuperior to our leading- 
ftrings, which crufh and confine the breaft. 

The difproportjion between the ftrength of 

their 
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their legs and the weight of their bodieSf 
ivhich obliges our children to hang upon 
thefe too officious fupporters, often lames 
them, at leaft ruins their health and disfi- 
gures them during the remainder of their 
days. 

Never did I, either in America or Africa, 
meet with a lame or deformed perfon among 
the favages : to find thefe one mufl travel in 
Europe. 

What ftill contributes to give the children 
of favages that agility and flrength by which 
they are diftinguifhed, is the care taken by 
their miothers to rub their bodies with mutton 
greafe. The men themfelves think it necef* 
fary to ufe this precaution, which reftores 
to the Ikin that pliablenefs which the impe- 
tuolity of the winds and the heat of the fun 
take from it, 

Lefs favoured by the produftions of the 

African climates than the Caribs are by 

* 

thofe of America, the Hottentot does ndt, 
like the latter, enjoy the benefit of the 
rocou^ which renders them a very effential 
fervice. It is well known that this tree pro- 
duces a kind of fruit or pod which divides 
itfelf into two parts, and (heds about fixty 

grains^ 
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grains^ the pellicle of which is oily, and of a 
Jreddifli colour. The Indian, who always 
goes naked, never fails to rub himlelf with 
thefc every morning from head to foot ; and 
by means of this tindion he preferveg him- 
fclf from fun ftrokes, and from being ftung 
by mofquitoes, and checks perfpiration, ge» 
nerally too copious between the tropics* 

When a Hottentot woman is ready to lie 
in, ibe is vifited by an old woman of the 
horde, who attends her while in labour, and 
her delivery is always eafy* The fymphyfis 
and Caefarian operation are not known among 
thefe favages. No confultations are ever 
held, nor do thdy debate whether they 
muft fave the child at the ex pence of the 
life of the mother ; and fiiould it happen, but 
this is extremely rare, that the life of both 
could not be preferved, a horrid diftindion 
would certainly not order the mother to be 
aifafiinated, and the child would not be 
(pared. 

I enquired of the Hottentots themfelves 
whether it was true that a mother who 
brings forth twins inftantly deftroys one of 
them. This crime againft nature is indeed 
very rare, and thcfe people revolt at the 

Vol. II. E idea 
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idea of its but it has its fourcc, howeveJr 
incredible it may feem, in the tendcreft 
love. . It is a dread of not being able to 
nourifli two children, or of feeing them 
both perifh, that has induced fome motheis 
to facrifice one of them. Befides, the Go- 
naquas are exempt from this reproach ; and 
I obferved that they were not pleafed with 
my qucftion. But by what right dare we 
make it criminal in thefe favages to ufe 
this precaution, for which I have given at 
leaft a plaufible motive, whilft in the heart 
of the moft enlightened nations, notwith- 
ilanding the number of hofpitals opened by 
-benevolence, we every day fee mothers un- 
natural enough to expofe with their own 
hands, and to abandon in the flreets, the 
innocent fruits of their womb ? 

It would therefore be an unjuft calumny 
againft thefe people, to give, as a cohftant 
pradice a few barbarous adtions which they 
condemn, and which they belie fo well by 
their condudl. In more than one horde I 
have met mothers who fuckled twins, and 
who did not feem to be in the leaft em- 
barraffed with them. 

Travellers, however, have not hefitated 

to 
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to maintain that thi^ barbarous pradlce ex« 
ifts ; and what Dn Sparmann relates in his 
Voyage to the Cape*, refpefting the fate of 
children at the breaft who lofe their mothers. 
is equally void of foundation, 

" Another cuflom, no lefs horrid," fays 

he, ** which has not been hitherto remarked 

*• by any one, but which I have ht^n fully 

** ajfured exifts amongft the Hottentots, is 

•' that, if a mother happens to die, the child 

" at her breaft is interred alive with her. 

*^ This very year, in the place wh^re I was, 

*^ the following circumftance happened : — 

** A Hottentot woman having died on the 

^* farm of an epidemical diftemper, the reft 

" of the Hottentots, who thought that they 

" were not in a condition to educate the fe- 

" male child which fhe had left, or who 

** were unwilling to take the burden of it, 

** had wrapped it up, ftill alive, in a {heap's 

" (kin, in order to inter it with the deceafed 

" mother ; but feme farmers in the neigh- 

•* bourhood prevented them from accom- 

" pliftiing their dcfign. My landlady, who 

" was already advanced in years, told me 

* Vol. \u p. 73. 
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*• that (he herfelf, about fix teen of feveitt^ft 
** years before, found in the quarto: of 
^* Swellendam a Hottentot child wrapped 
up in (kins, tied faft to a tree, aear the 
place where its mother had been recently 
interred^ Enough of life was ftill recnaiU'- 
*' ing in this child to be faved, and it was 
*^ carried away by Mrs. Kock's relations i but 
** it died at the age of eight or nine. It re* 
^^ fults from this inftance^ and from (everal 
** others which I learned from the planters,'* 
&c. 

We muft conclude, from the words of this 
botanlfts that he faw nothing of what he re^ 
]atea» fince he declares, as he does through*- 
out his whole work, that he received his 
information from the planters^ He muB: 
have been too much in their company to be 
ignorant how far one ought to depend on 
their memories or their judgment^ and oa 
this account he might have fpared us the 
troi^ble of reading a great number of fablee 
which ought to have been exploded. It i« 
not by hearfay that we are to judge of peo- 
ple, or to compare them with others. Ift 
the moft faithful and juft relation how many 
circumftances efcape us which would throw 

light 
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light tfpofi fadtsj always tit underflood when 
one has not been an cye-witnefs 1 Was not 
the epidemical diftempcr, of which he fays 
the firft mother died^ a fufHcient reafon to 
alarm the Hottentots, and to make thetH 
remove both from the dead body and the 
child, through a dread of being infefted; 
which, confidering their prejudice, is a fuf« 
ficient motive to induce them to abandon 
every thing in an indant, even their flocks, 
which are their only riches ? With regard 
to the fecond child, found in the canton of 
Swellendam, the cafe perhaps might have 
been the fame : and until a reafonable caufe 
is afligncd for this barbarity, I (hall vindi* 
catethe charadler of the mildeft and moft 
afiedtionate people that I know. In fliort, 
fuch ridiculous tales refpeding thefe favages 
would have been long fince forgotten with 
the hiftory of witches and apparitions, were 
there not old women to repeat them, and 
children to read them . 

It would appear that fome people take a 
delight in decrying uncivilized nations all 
over the globe, who are known to be the 
moft peaceable and the moft patient -, whilft, 
filled with efteem and refpe<a for the eaft- 

E 3 era 
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ern nations^ the Chineft; for example, they 
pafs ilighcly over a cuftom prevalent among 
mothers at Pekin of expofing in the flreets 
during night all the children which they 
wifh to get rid of, that at break of day the 
carriages and cattle as they pafs may cru(h 
them to death, or that they may be de- 
voured by the hogs. Certain travellers who 
have vifited Afia inform us that the gfeat 
lords in Thibet go on a pilgrimage to Pu- 
tola, the refidence of the Grand Lama, to 
procure fome of the excrement of this fo- 
vereign high prieft ; and that they carry it 
about their necks in amulets, or fprinkle it 
like pepper bver their food. 

Has this filthy ceremony any thing more 
difgufting in it than that falfely afcribed to 
the Hottentots in the celebration of their 
marriages? Mafters of ceremony, which they 
have not— ror rather pricfts, with whom they 
are Aill lefs acquainted^ are fbppofed to have 
the fupernatural power of drenching from 
the urinary paffage the bride and bride- 
grootn, who, proftrated at the feet of the 
perfon who befprinkles thcqi, devoutly re- 
ceive the liquor, and carefully rub it over 
their whole bodies, without ]ofing a fingle 

drop* 
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drop. The author whom I have already 
quoted. is ftrongly inclined to believe all 
thefe rhapfodies on t|ie fimplc relation of 
the planters, w^hen he fays that thefe mar- 
riage rites are not deftitute of foundation; 
but that this cuftom is no longer pradifed 
except in the interior part of the kraals, 
and never in prefence of the planters, 

Kolben has fpoken of this ceremony in 
the minuteft manner; and he has even ex- 
pofed it to the eyes of his readers in an en- 
graving, in order to give it a kind of authen- 
ticity. Other ignorant writers have copied 
Kolben, and even the author of the French 
tranflation of Dr. Sparmann ; to which he 
has been pleafed to add, in order to com- 
plete the laft volume, I know not what 
extrad: from -^ 'Nezv Syjiem of Geography. 
I indeed never read any voyage to Africa in 
which the abfurd reveries of Kolben have 
not been adopted. This plagiarlfm, which 
difgraces the work of a refpedlable writer, 
deferves no credit. The dreams of the fe- 
dentary traveller who wrote above eighty 
years ago, are there related word for word, 
not only refpedting the marriage ceremony 
of the Hottentots, but alfo concerning their 

E 4 reception 
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reception into an order of chivalry, which 
terminates likewife by a general immeirfion^ 
I have dwelt too long on thefe details ; but 
it is my duty to relate faithfully what I faw, 
and what conclufions I have thence formed. 
The Hottentot women, as well as thofc 
of Europe, are fubjetS: to periodical indifpo- 
fitions i and all the circumftances^ attending 
them are abfolutely the fame. The wife or 
daughter of a Gonaqua, when (he perceives 
her fituation, immediately leaves the hut of 
her hulband or parents, retires to fome dif- 
tance from the horde, has no more commu- 
nication with them, {:ohftru6ts a kind of ha- 
bitation for herfelf, if it be cold, and re- 
mains fhut up there, until, being purified by 
bathing, fhe is in a condition to appear again 
in public. As in fiich circumftances the 
drefs of thefe favages is very ill calculated ta 
conceal a woman's condition, (he would be 
cxpofed to fevcre raillery if any one fhould 
obferve it ; nothing more would be necef- 
fary to infpire her intended fpoufe with dif-r 
guft, which would terminate by a fpeedy 
feparation. It is therefore a natural fliamc, 
founded upon a (tnk of her own imperfec- 
tion, and a dread of (iifpleafing, that induce* 

a woman 
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i woman to abfent hcrfelf in this manner 
for fcveral days: and this is one of thofe 
cuftonis which might have been cafily taken 
for a religious ceremony, fay people who^ 
having obfcrved it only fuperficially, did not 

• 

fee that fuch a conduft, myfterious in ap** 
pcarancc, is at bottom only an ai^t of de-* 
cency and cleanlinefs. 

Yomng women never have any intercourfe 
with the men until they a*e capable of pro- 
ducing children,. They are marriageaWc af 
the age of twelve or thirteen $ and after that 
period, as foon as they meet with a young 
man agreeabk to their taftef, they are 'per-f^ 
inittcd by their parents to live with hint. 

In this country, where all arc equal by their 
birth, provided they are males, all ranks are 
confequently equal, or rather there is no 
rank at all. Luxury and vanity, which eat 
up wealth, and make it experience fo many 
changes, in other countries, are not knowa 
among thefe favages: confined to. the fimple 
wants of nature, the means by which they 
fupply them not being exclufive, they may 
be, and indeed they are, employed by every 
pne. All the combinations of pride for the 
prcfperity of families^ and the accuraulatioa 

of 
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of perhaps ten fortunes in the fame money 
cheft, produce here no intrigues, diforder, or 
crimes. Parents having no reafons for op- 
pofing thofe fentiments of prepoiTeffion which 
lead a child towards one objed: rather than to 
another, all marriages being founded on a re- 
ciprocal afFedion, are always attended with 
happinefs 5 and as, to prefcrve them, they 
know no other law but love, they have no 
other motive for diffolving them but indif- 
ference. Thefe uftions, formed by fimple na- 
ture, are more lafting than might be eXpedled 
amongft thefe (hepherds ; and their love for 
their children renders both the parties every 
day more and more neceffary to one another, 
The formality of thefe marriages confifts 
then in a fimple and fincere promife of living 
together as long as may be agreeable. When 
two young people enter into this engage- 
ment, they inftantly become man and wifej 
and this alliance is certainly not folemnized 
by thofe ridiculous and filthy afperfions of 
which I have fpoken. A few Iheep, and 

fometimes an ox, are killed to celebrate this 

I . ' 

little feftival : the parents give a few cattle 
to the young couple; and the latter conftrudt 
a hut, and take pofTcffion of it the fame 

day. 
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day, to live there together as long as love 
may preferve harmony between them : for, 
as I have faid, if any difference arifes in the 
family which cannot be. reconciled but by a 
reparation, it foon takes place. They quit 
one another; and each feeking a happier fitu- 
ation clfewhere, is at liberty to marry again. 
Eftablifhed order requires that the common 
effects fhould be divided in an amicable man- 
ner : but fhould it happen that the hufband, 
in quality of mafter, pretends to retain the 
whole, the wife on that account is never 
deftitute of protestors and fupport y the fa- 
mily ftand up in her defence, and fometimes * 
the whole horde. Much difputing then en- 
fues ; the confequence is that they come to 
blows, and the ftronger party give laws to 
the other. 

The mother takes with her the young 
children, efpecially if they be daughters ; 
the boys, if they be grown up, follow the 
father, and are always on his fide. , 

Thefe misfortunes, it muft be confeflcd, 
are very rare ; but what is ho lefs worthy of 
remark, is, that in fuch cafes, as well-as in 
their other quarrels, there is no law, and no 
eftabliihed cuftom, by which good order can 

be 
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be reftored. We muft confider as abfurdities 
what Kolben has faid refpeding their courts 
of jaftice, their manner of proceeding in civil 
affairs, the fuperior council of the nation^ 
their prifons, their public afTemblies, and in 
a word all thofe inftitutions which ill agree 
with the name of favage, fince a people fo 
jgoverned would in nothing differ from us 
but in colour and climate. I never faw or 
heard that a quarrel ended by a murder; but 
if this misfortune fhould happen, and if the 
death be regretted, the family, exceedingly 
ngioderate in their vengeance, would be con- 
tented with the law of retribution. For fo 
atrocious a crime the whole horde would 
purfue the aflaffin, and compel him to quit 
the country, if he efcaped being put to death. 

Polygamy is not at all repugnant to the 
fentimcnts of the Hottentots ; but it is far 
from being generally eftabliflied among them. 
They take as many wives as they choofe; that 
is to fay, in proportion to their conftitutiofl; 
and this generally reduces the number to one* 

It is never, however, obferved that one 
woman lives with two men; and the wifdom 
of nature, which was defirous that a father 
might be able to acknowledge his children, 

imprefled 
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imprei]^ on the heart of the Oonaquas ait 
invincible abhorrence of this Infamous pro^ 
ititution. It fhocks tUefe people fo much^ 
that a hufband^ acquainted with the fiighteft 
ad: pf infidelity in his fpotife^ may imnMdi^ 
ately put her to death, without running the 
rifk of being puniflied fpr it. 

It may be readily judged that this remark 
is liable to feme exceptions } and the ijeader 
will recoiled with what familiarity the firft 
free Hottentots I met mixed among mine t 
but, being nearer the colony, exaoiple isn 
very powerful f^duoer $ and I even confeft 
that it would be difficult, anK>ng theie fa^ 
vages, for the conjugal knot to refift the 
felicitations and coaxing of an European. 
A Hottentot wcnnan, honoured by being 
overcome, looks upon 'her hufband after- 
Wards with a kind of hayghtinefs, and quits 
tiim with contempt. The latter, on his fide, 
icon becomes comforted, and fuiSfers hknfelf 
to be eafily appeafed by trifling prefentst 
but even this refource is ufelcfs; and, as I 
have already faid, in confequence of their 
primitive manners being corrupted, they arc 
Jefe fufceptible of jealoufy, and are far froni 
experiencing its madnefs* 

A Go- 
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A Gonaqua man beftows much lefs atten« 
tion on drefs than the women. It has been 
faid that in winter they wear their krofs with 
the woolly fide .innermofl;^ and that in hot 
weathef^ . they turn it. This indeed is pof- 
fible^ and yery indifferent in itfelf ;* but it 
however do6s not prevent them from hav- 
ing one in fummer abf©lutely free from wool, 
the preparation of which cofts a great deal 
of trouble. I have remarked that the Gona- 
quas are taller than the Hottentots of the 
colonies, and that their kroHes are made of 
calves fkins. One of thefe fkins is feldom 
fufficient ; and they generally make it larger 
by adding to each fide a piece which they 
flitch to it with thread made of inteflines. 
This fewing is executed in the fame manner 
jSts that of Shoemakers ; and, to form the holes, 
thefe favages employ an awl of iron, when they 
can find it; but, when they cannot, they ufe one 
made of bone : thofe made of the leg bone of 
an oftrich, which is the hardeft they know* 
are thofe upon which they fet the highefl: 
value. There are, two methods of freeing a 
krofs from hair : when the animal has been 
jiewly flayed, and while the Ikin is ftill frefh, 
they only roll it up with the hair inwards, 

6 and 
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and leave it. in this ftatc for two days, which 
are fufEcient to produce a fermentation* 
When this begins, they tear off the hair, 
which alnioft drops of itfclf; and then, by 
rubbing, give the Ikin a kind of preparation. 
It is afterward left for a whole day entirely 
covered with leaves of the Hottentot fig-tree^ 
well foaked and pounded ; and when this 
operation is finiihed, the fibres, and all the 
flefhy parts that can be perceived, are fcraped 
away ; till at length, by force of rubbing it 
with mutton greafe, the krofs acquires all 
the foftnefs and flexibility of woven cloth. 
It may be readily perceived that this pro- 
cefs differs very little from thofe employed 
by furriers and tanners in Europe; but, with 
whatever ingenuity the Hottentots may pre- 
pare their furs and (kins; they will never ap* 
proach ours until they have paiTed through 
the hands of the perfumer. 

If the fkin be dry, and, whether it has 
been ufed or not, retains the hair ; and if a 
Hottentot, for want of another, wifhes to 
convert it into a krofs for fumnier, this la- 
bour requires other care, and it becomes 
much more tedious and minute. With the 
rib bone of a fheep he forms a kind of chifel,- 

which 
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which muft be made as (harp as poilibltf) 
and this inftrument^ which ierves to detach 
the hair, maft be oianaged with great pre- 
caunion. It is not fufficient to ihave the 
hair» it is neceflary that it ihould be pulled 
out by th« roots ; and that it bring the epi« 
dermis along with it^ without damaging the 
texture of the ikin. This work of patience 
requires extraordinary £kill and a great deal 
of time. A Gonaqua^ I again repeat it^ has 
no other clothes but his krofs and his jackal ; 
and he always goes bareheaded, unlefs the 
weather be rainy or cold : in fuch cafes, be 
wears a cap made of leather. He ornaments 
his hair with a few glafs beads, or affixes a 
plume of feathers to it. I have feen fome 
who fubilituted, in the place of this decora- 
tion, fmall bits of leather cut into different 
forms ; and others, when they kill fmall 
birdsf blow up the bladder, and fafkn it likd 
a tuft over their foreheads. 
. All in general ufe fandals, which they 
tie with leather thongs: they ornament alfo, 
but with lefs profuJSon than the women, their 
legs and arms with ivory bracelets, the white- 
nefs of v^hich affords them much pleafur-e ; 
but they do not however value them fo highly 
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as thofc made of large brafs wire. They 
take fo much care of the latter^ and fcour 
them fo often, that thejr become exceedingly 
brilliant^ and retain a moft beautiful polilh. 

They are remarkably fond of hunting} and 
in this exercife they difplay great dexterity. 
Befides gins and fnares^ which they place in 
convenient fpots to catch large a,nimals, they 
lie in wait for them alfo^ attack them as foon 
as they appear, and kill them with their 
poifoned arrows, or their affagays. When 
an animal 1$ wounded by the former, it in-* 
ftantly feels the effeiSls of the poifon, which 
coagulates its blood ; and it often happens 
that an elephant, wounded in this manner, 
falls at the diftance of twenty or thirty leagues 
from the place where it received the deadly 
blow. As foon as an animal expires, they 
are contented with cutting away all the fle(h 
near the wound, which theyconfider as dan- 
gerous J but the reft fuftains no injury from 
the force of the poifon. I have often eat 
the fle(h of animals killed in this manner^ 
without experiencing the flighteft inconve* 
nience.; but I muft own that I would not 
run the fame rifquc with refpeft to animals 

Vol- II. F which 



^$ TRAVELS IN 

which have retained the poifon in their bo- 
dies for fome time. 

On the firft view of their arrows^ one 
would not fufped how deftru(flive weapons 
they. are. They will neither fly fo far, nor 
are they fo long, as thofe ufed by the Caribs 
in America; but even their fmallnefs ren- 
ders them fo much the more dangerous, as 
it is impoiBble to perceive and follow them 
with the eye, and confequently to avoid 
them* The flighted wound which they 
make always proves mortal, if the poifon 
reaches the blood, and if the flefli be torn. 
The furefl: remedy is to amputate the wound- 
ed part, if it be a limb; but if the wound be 
in the body, death is unavoidable. 

Thefc arrows are made of reeds, and very 
curioufly formed. They are only eighteen 
inches, or at moft two fcet^ in length ; where* 
Its thofe of the Caribs are fix feet. Having 
rounded a fmall bone three or four inches 
in length, and kfs in diameter than the reed, 
(hefe Hottentots thrufl; it into one of the 
ends of the arrow, but without fixing it ; on 
this account, when the arrow penetrates any 
body, the rod may be drawn out, but the 
Jjpne remains in the wound ; becaufe it is 

I armed 



AFRICA. 6^ 

&rMed ^^ith a fmall iron hook^ placed on one 
ojf its fides in fuch a manner, that by its re-* 
fiftance^ and the new lacerations it occafions 
ifi the flcQi^ it renders ufelefs all thofe mean^ 
which art might devife to extraft it. This 
bone alfo is dipped in a poifoh which has 
the confiftence of maftlch ; and they often 
add to its point a fmall triangular bit of iron 
well (harptfnedi which renders the wcapdn 
flill more terrible^ 

Each horde have a pcciiliir method of. 
tompofing their poifons^ according to the 
different milky plants which grew in their 
neighbourhood^ the dangerous juice of which 
they extradt. They procure fome alfo from 
certain kihdis of ferpehts; and thefe, for 
their adivity, arc thofe which Arc moft fought 
after by thefe favages, and which they prefer 
to all others, efpeeially in their expedition* 
and combats. It is not poffible to draw any 
certain information from them rcfpedking 
their manner of preparing that poifon which 
they cxtrad from ferpents : it is a fecret 
which they fo carefully conceal, that all I 
can affirm concetnirig it is, that it operates 
very fpeedily ; and I often had occafion to 
make experiments with it, I am however 

' F 2 inclirjed 
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inclined to think that^ as it grows old, this 
poifon lofes much of its ftrength, notvrith-* 
landing the trial made of it in the king's 
garden at Paris, the fucceis of which niay 
be warranted.' But thefe poifons, as I have 
already faid, do not refemble one another : 
that which Mr. Condamine brooght with 
him. On his return from Peru, does not efta« 
blifh a kw for Africa. Befides, it is an.ex-« 
periment whidi might eafily be repeated in 
the prefence of fcienti€c men; fince I have 
in my colle£kion, befides otber arms, a quiver 
filled with thefe arrows, which I took from 
one of the Boflimen Hottentots, during an 
adion ifi which I faved my owa lifb at th« 
cxpence of his* 

Their bows are proportioned to their ar- 
rows, and are not above two feet and a half, 
or at moil three feet, in length: the ftring m 
formed of inteftines. 

The affagay is generally a very feeble wea- 
pon in the hands of a Hottentot; but, be**^ 
fides this, as its kngth renders it not dange-^ 
rpus, for it may be fcen cleaving the air, it 
IS hot difficult to avoid it. Beyond the dif- 
tance of forty pace?, the perfon^who darts it 
i^not fure of his aim, although the Hotten- 
tots 
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tots are able to throw it much farther : it is 
only in a clofe engagement that it can be of 
any utility. It has the fame fhape as a lance 
in every other country ; buf as it is intended 
to be thrown at the enemy, or at animals, 
the wood of thofe ufcd in Africa is much 
lighter and weaker, and continues diminifh- 
ing in thicknfefs to the extremity oppofite to 
the iron point. 

The ufe of thefe weapons is very ill under* 
ftood ; for the warrior who wields them with 
the greateft fkill is alfo the fooneft difarmcd. 
The Gonaquas^ and all the other Hottentots, 
never carry but one ; and the embarraffment 
which they generally caufe, as well as the 
little advantage they derive from them, fuf- 
ficiently prove that they are not their fa- 
vourite means of defence; which may lead 
us to conclude that bows and arrows are the 
natural and proper arms of a Hottentot. I 
havg feen fome of them that difplayed much 
addrefs in throwing the aflagay ; but the 
greater part of them are entirely unacquaint- 
ed with it. The cafe however is not the 
fame with the CafFres, who have no other 
weapons $ but pf thefe J (hall fpeak here- 
after, 

F 3 Such 
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Such are the means for attacking or dc^ 
fending ufed by fpnae of the favage nations 
pf Africa. They may perhaps incite the in-r 
ijignation of an European^ and induce hitxK 
to tax thefe p?ople with barbarity j but i^ 
inufl be remembered that the Europeans » be** 
fore they employed that terrible thunder 
which in a moment caufes fo much devaftJ^r 
tion and ruin, had no other arms but thofe 
made of fleeL and knew alfo the method of 
fending a double death to the epemy. 

The Hottentots have not thp le?ift notion 
of the elements of agriculture ; they neither 
fow nor plant, nor do they ever reap any 
crop. All that Kolben has faid refpefting 
their manner pf cultivating the earth, of gar 
thering in their grain, and of churning their 
butter, concerns the planters only, and the 
Hottentots in their fprvice. The favagcs 
firink their milk as nature gives it ; and if* 
they conceived a tafte fpr agriculture, tOr 
bagco and the ykie would undoubtedly be 
the principal pbjedts of their attention : fox 
imoking and drinking are their ruling plea* 
fares ^ and all, whether old or young, mar- 
jied or unmarried, are much addid^ed to 
both. 

Wher> 
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When they choofe to give themfelves the 
trouble, they make an intoxicating liquor, 
compofed of honey and a certain root, which 
they fuffer to ferment in a proper quantity of 
water. This liquor, which is a kind of hy- 
dromel, is not their ufual beverage, nor do 
they ever keep a ftock of it by them. What- 
ever they have, they drink all at once, and 
frequently regale themfelves in this manner 
at certain periods. 

They fmoke the leaves of a plant which 
they name dagba, and not daka^ as fome au- 
thors have written. This plant is not indi- 
genous ; it is the hemp of Europe. It is cul- 
tivated by fome of the planters ; and when 
they have dried the leaves, they fell them to' 
the Hottentots, or exchange them for oxen. 
There are fome of the favages who prefer 
thefe leaves to tobacco; but the greater 
part of them are fond of mixing both toge- 
ther. 

They fet lefs value on the pipes brought 
from Europe than on thofe which they fa- 
bricate themfelves; the former appear to 
them to be too fmall. For making tRefe 
pipes they employ the bamboo reed, baked 
€*rth, pr a foft kind of ftone, which they 
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cut and fcoop out to a confiderable depth, 
without breaking it. They generally make 
them very large ; for the more they arc capa-* 
ble of containing, the more valuable they 
arc. I have ieen fome, the (hanks of which 
had an orifice of more than an inch in dia« 
meter. 

None of the men among the Gonaquas 
give themfelves up peculiarly to any kind 
of labour, in order to gratify the whitos of 
others. . The woman who /wiflbes to repofc 
foftly, makes her own mats ; the want of a 
dxefs forms a tailor ; and the hunter who is 
defirous of having fure weapons, depends only 
ifpon thofe which he forges himfelf: in Ihort, 
a lover is the fole archite)£t^ of the hut in 
which he intends to conceal the charms of 
his female companion. 

I muft confefs that more intelligence and 
nloreart may be found among other nations. 
The only utenfils known in this country arc 
formed of a kind of earthen ware exceed- 
ingly brittle, and are almofl all ihaped alike. 
The Gonaquas feldom boil their naeat, as 
they prefer it roailcd or broiled. Their pot- 
tery is dcftined for the purpofe of melting 
greafe^ which they afterwards preferve in ca- 

libafhe«. 
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libaflies, bags made of fheep^s ikins^ or in 
bladders. 

Though they rear abundance of flieep and 
exen, they fcldom kill the latter, unlefs fome 
accident happens to them, or old age has 
rendered them unfit for fervice. Their prin- 
cipal nourifhment, therefore, is the milk of 
thejir ewes and cows; befides which, they 
have the produce of their hunting cxcur- 
^ons ; and from time to time they kill a 
ilieep. To fatten their animals they em-» 
ploy a procefs, which, though not pradifed 
in Europe, is no lefs efficacious; and has 
this peculiar advantage, that it requires no 
care. They bruife, between two flat ftones, 
thofe parts which we deprive them of by the 
knife; and when thus compreiTed they ac-* 
^ujre in time a prodigious bulk, and be- 
come a moft delicate morfel, when they 
have refolved to facrifice the animaU 

The cuftom of breeding oxen for war is 
not pradifed in this part of Africa. I ob- 
ferved no vcftige of it in any of thofe places 
through which I paiTcd. It is peculiar to 
the Grand Nimiquas ; and I fhall fpeak of it 
when I come to give an account of theljb 
people. The oxen which the Hottentots 

rear 
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rear are ufcd only in tranfporting their bag- 
gage, when they quit one place in. order to 
eftablifli themfelves ia another; the re« 
xnainder are deftined for procuring them ne- 
ceffarie$ hy bi^r^er, 

Thofe oxen which they intend for carry^ 
ing burdens muft be broke and trained very 
early to this fervice; otherwife they would 
become abfolutely untra&able. On this ac- 
founty when (he animal is ilill young, they 
pierce the cartilage which feparates the no-- 
ilrils, and thrufl: through the hole a piece of 
flick about eight or ten inches in lengthy 
and almoft an inch in diameter. To fix this 
ilick, and to prevent it from dropping, they 
fecure it with a leathern thong, which lis fail- 
ened to both its ei>ds. TJiis curb, which 
fei^s tp flop an4 reftraiq the ^nimal, is left 
in this pofition as long as it cpntinues in life. 
When the ox has attained to its fqll flrength, 
or nearly fo, they begin by accuftoming it to 
endure a leathern girth, which they bind 
clofer from time tq time, without incom- 
moding it ; and they carry this to fuch a 
degree, that any other animal with which 
the fame precautions might not be taken» 
y^ puld be fliflcd by it, and infl^ntly p^ri^b. 

Some 
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Seme light burthens are then placed upon it^ 
fuich as hidesy mats, &c ; and thus, by gra-9 
dually and infenfibly increafing the load, 
they render it fit to carry and retain on its 
back the weight of three hundred pounds 
gnd more ; which is in nowifp t|:oul:^lefomQ 
to it when on a journey. 

Their manner of loading an ox is very 
fimpje. A man placing himfelf before the 
animal, lays hold of the thong affixed to the 
fmall ftick that pafTes through ^ts noflrils; 
and this method renders the moil furious 
calm and peaceable* Some ikins are thrown 
oyer its back, to prevent it from being hurt; 
and in proportion as they lay on the cffefts 
which are to compofe the load, two robufl 
Hottentots^ flanding one on each fide, ar- 
range and fecure them by a leather girth, 
which gops feveral times round by pafling 
under the animal's belly. Thefe girths arc 
often above twenty yards in length ; and» to 
fafkn them more clofcly each time it pafTes 
found the load, thefe men prefs their knees 
againfl the animal's fides ; while one fees, 
with no lefs aflonifhment than pain, the poor 
5^ brute, with its belly reduced to lefs tli*n its 

. prdinary fize, endure this torture, and march 
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along with the otmoft compofure. The 
Hottentots^ who are not acquainted with the 
ufe of horfes^ often mount thefe oxen ; and 
even in the colonies they are fometimes em* 
ployed by the inhabitants for the fame pur-» 
pofe. The motion of an ox is very gentle^ 
efpecially when it trots; and I have ieen 
ibme, which^ trained entirely for riding, were 
not inferior in fpeed to the fleeteft horfe. 

The talk of milking the cows and th^ 
ewes belongs to the women ; and, as they 
never beat or torment them, they are fur- 
prifingly tractable ^ it is never neceflary to tie 
them. It muft be obferved that a cow ia 
Africa never gives milk when her calf dies, 
or is feparated from her : the Hottentots^ 
therefore, carefully avoid thefe misfortunes^ 
which would render the mother ufelefs, and 
leflcn their moft valuable refourc^. The in- 
ftindt which prompts the cow to regain her 
milk until her calf has fucked her, is no lefs 
remarkable j but on thefe occaiions the Hot-* 
tentots employ an eafy method, generally 
pradifed, however difgufting it may be. 
Whilft a woman, fquatted down, holds the 
animal's teat, another blows with great vio* 
lence into her vagina; her belly then fwells 

prodigioufly. 



A F R I C A. 77 

pfcxfigloufly, fo that fhe can no longer keep . 
back ber milk, but fuffers it to flow in abun« 
dance. 

If a calf happens to die, they preferve itt 
ikia very carefully, and with much addrefs 
deceive the fimple inftinft of nature. They 
wrap it round the body of another calf; and, 
dbduced by this artifice, the mother conti<« 
«ues to yield her milk : but this ilratagen 
feldom fucceeds beyond the fpace of a itionth* 
It is areal lofs to, a proprietor when a calf 
dies J for, if it lives, the cow never ccafes to 
give milk till withiti fix weeks of her bring- 
ing forth again« 

The African cows are abfolutely the fame 
fpecies as thofe of Europe, and differ in no 
circumflance whatever; but, according as the 
different cantons are good or bad, they ap- 
pear fatter or leaner. In general they give 
very little milk ; thofe which furnifli three 
or four pints, a day are extraordinary pheno- 
mena. It appears that milk, one of the mofl 
agreeable gifts of nature, becomes fcarcer, 
and dribs *up alAiofl entirely, the more one* 
approaches the warmeft countries. I re-' 
member that at Surinam, not far from the 
Line^ a co^ which gave three or four pints* 

7 was 
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was accounted a wonder : what ftill fetres to 
confirm the truth of my afTertion is^ that 
even at the Cape, in the rainy feafon, When 
the atmofphere is coolefl^ more milk is ob- 
tained I and the contrary is the cafe wheii 
the warm weather returns* It is then ahb 
that the feafon moft dangerous for thefe ani« 
snals commences; and when they are fubje6t 
to four deflrudtive maladies, which occafion 
dreadful devaflation among the herds. 

The firfty called at the .Cape lam-Jliie, is 
a real palfy, which comes on all of a fuddenj 
and though fat, and to appearance in per- 
fe£t health, thefe animals are obliged to re* 
main in a lying poflure, and they generally 
die in fifteen days. As foon as the diftemper 
appears, thofe which are flill free from the 
infedtion are fent out of the country j and, 
as there is no remedy for this plague, 
the planters deflroy thofe attacked by it ; 
and this they do with the more readinefs, 
as they have no averfion to eat the difeafed 
£efi) : above all, they make no difficulty in 
giving it to their (laves and Hottentots, who 
in their tade are ftill lefs delicate. 

Another difeafe, , the tofig-^kte, is a pro- 
digious fwelling of the tongue, which then 

fills 
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fills the whole mouth and throat ; and the 
animal is every moment in danger of being 
choaked. This diforder is more terrible in 
its confequences than the other^ though it 
is not incurable ; but the remedy for it is 
fo little known, and fo badly adminiftercd, 
that it feldom operates with fuccefs, Thofe, 
therefore, which appear to be in a defperate 
fituation^ are killed, in order that their flefh 
and fkins may not be loft. 

The klaw-Jikte attacks the feet of' oxen, 
caufes them to fwell prodigioufly, and oftea 
produces a fuppuration : the hoof drops off; 
and when the animal walks, if one fees it 
behind, it feems as if it wore Aippers* It 
may readily be fuppofed that, while in fucH 
a lituation, great care is taken not to remove 
it from its place. It is, indeed, fuffered to 
remain at reft as long as the malady conti-> 
nues : it is an inconvenience not attended 
with ^ny danger, and which terminates ge« 
nerally in a fortnight. 

This, however, is not the cafe with re- 
fpeO: to the fpong-Jtktey a terrible fcourge 
among horned cattle, and very alarming 
even for thofe of the hordes. This plague^ 
which fpares nothing, caufes fpeedy dedruc* 

tion; 
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tion ; and happy is he who docs not lofe by It 
the half of his herd. It is a kind of leprofy> 
that may be communicated in an inilant ; and 
the flefh of fuch animals as are attacked by 
it^ fwells in an extraordinary manner^ and 
grows fpongy and livid. One would fay 
that it was bruifed, and in a ftate of decom-* 
poiition : it becomes filled with a reddifh 
vifcous humour^ and is fo difgufting, that 
even dogs will not. approach it. As foon as 
it is fufpefted that the firft fymptoms of 
this peftilence have appeared, if care has not 
been taten to remove thofe animals which 
are not yet infe£t€d, whatever health or 
ftrength they may enjoy, they cantiot cfcape 

it. 

Such are the principal diforders which^ 
by their periodical ravages, eftablifh between 
the increaifi and. the itaortality of the cattle 
of Africa, a balance that obftrufts their pro- 
fperity, and without which thefe paftoral 
people, very temperate, in their manner o£ 
living, vvould fboa become rich and power- 
ful. 

The (hccp which the favages breed in the 

eaftern parts are of a fpecies known under 
the name of, the Capejheep. They have ac- 
quired 
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l^aired confiderable reputation from the fize 
of their tails i but this has been greatly ex-» 
aggerated c their ordinary weight is not above 
four or five pounds^ During my reiidence 
at the Cape Town^ one of thefe animals was 
carried from houfe to houfe as a wonder; 
and yet. its tail, * though much admired, did 
not weigh n^ore than nine pounds and a half* 
It is abfolutely nothing elfe but a lump of 
fat, which has this peculiarity, that when 
melted it never acquires the confiftency of 
that found in other parts of the animal ; it is 
>a kind of congealed oil^ which the Hottentots 
prefer to any other for their undions, and for 
applying that powder which . they call iou'^ 
gJbou. The planters employ it alfo in fry- 
ing certain kinds of meat* When mixed 
with other greafy fubftances, it becomes 
hard like butter, and is fubflituted for it, 
efpedially in fuch cantons of the colony as 
are too dry for breeding cows. On this ac« 
count it is called, in the fertile parts of the 
country, in pleafantry and by way of deri- 
fioui the butter of fuch or fuch a place: 
at the Cape, for example, it is called the 
butter of Si^arf-^anJ, a dry canton in which 
milk is exceedingly fcarce. 

VquII. G The 
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The dry and burtxt parts are fit only for 
goats^ which are always of a fine breed. Theif 
fize varies according to the difierent cantons; 
but, in general, they are every where excel- 
lent, and produce as much milk as the cows. 
They bring forth young twice a year, like 
ifheep; the latter for the moft part bring two 
at a time ; but the goats three, and very often 
four. 

' The Hottentots are not acquainted with 
hogs, and even the European planters di(^ 
daiti to breed them. I have however feen 
fome of them in particular cantons, where 
they are fuffcred to multiply and to live un* 
Confined. To catch them one muft purfue 
them, and kill them with a fufee. 

Poultry are not efteemed among the Hot- 
tentots I bifides, they could not rear them, 
were they dcfirous to do it ; for, as they 
never ibw,they have no kind of grain.- 

The roots which they principally make 
ufe of, are confined to a very fmall number. 
They never boil theni, as they think 'them 
better when eat raw; and indeed experience 
convinced me that they are not in the wrong. 
• That which I preferred, known under the 
Hottentot name of kameroy is fliapcd like a 

radifli, 
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fididiyland h as large 'ai a melon, It has a 
tnoft fwttt and agreeable tajfle^ and is CKcelf 
lent for allaying third i a Wonderfpl precau"* 
tion of.natiire» lA 't jR^rching cligiate, where 
one is in danger of peri(hipg at every ftep | 
and where^ at certain feafon^^ there is not a 
fingle fpring at which offe ppiil4 drink* 
Though: rory coitim0^> it^his root is not ea«> 
fily found, becaufe at the period of its perfe^l 
maturity^ its leaves becoming withered an4 
dry, drop off; and to ^ocure it one mpft 
have remarked the fpot jbefore* But by be<* 
ing.a Utt}e accudomed ^ the country, people 
may foon iearft to diftingu jfli the places where 
it chiefly grows. 

Whea opprefied hy thf heat and ^tigues 
pf.the day, having . my mouth and throat 
patched; and my body covered with fweat 
and duft, , panting for breath, deprived 
pf jdic . ^ifxwlly ihade, acfd. fcarcely able <o 
fupport niy own weight, I wifhed to find 
|bme ipfeiftipu^ mar& ; ^a^ in that all my 
vows il^'cre ceptfir^-7**wh«n my vain x:e- 
fear<7h^«i and. the ^nce^qg- inteniity of the 
fun^ b((d: at length deprived cne of all hppcs«- 
kon pft^ then ^i4.;l;5^gratulate niyfejf 

upon a prftQfttt^M>fl.yk»P^ i»P.« than 4>l»e ele. 

G a gaot 
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gint Midair^ from relations publifbed with^ 
out my confenty have turned into ridicule, as 
well as my cock ; becaufe, among other 
filly things, for exahiple, finding always wa- 
ter in the Seine^ they cannot conceive why 
that river does not extend to the defarts of 
Africa, but confines its courfe to a very imall 
portion of the earth ; and how one can die 
of thirft or hunger, when the markets in the 
capital are every where fapplied and abound 
with provifions of all kinds-— I fay how much 
did I congratulate myfelf on poflefling in my 
domeftic animals, in appearance the moft 
ufelefs, fo excellent guards, and friends fo 
neceflary to my prefervation ! 

In thefe critical moments my faithful Kees 

r 

never quitted my fteps ; and when we left 
our carriages, even for a moment, the force 
of his inftind foon conducted him to fbqie 
bf thefe plants : but as the tuft which no 
longer exifted rendered all his tumbling ufe« 
lefs, he dug up the earth with his fore- paws* 
This refburce however would have been far 



from fatisfying his impatient avidity, had I 
hot^ gone to his afliftance with my poniard £ 

and oh fhefe occafions^ we honeftly (hared the 

• . .. • 

valuable frmt-which he difcovered. 

I found 
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1 found an equal relief in two other TOots' 
of the iize of one's finger, but exceedingly 
long. Thefe roots were fweet and tender ; 
and, as they had fomething of the fmell of 
fennel and anife, I gave them the preference 
whenever I was fo fortunate as to find them:^ 
they are to be met with in the colonies, 
where they are known, one under the name 
of anyi-'WoruU and the other under that of 
vinkel-nDcrtel. 

In the rocky cantons there grows a kind 
of potato, which the favages call kaa^nap : 
it is of an irregular figure, and contains a 
milky juice exceedingly fweet*. To extraft 
the milk nothing more is neceffary but to 
fuck this kind of pulp. I often tried to boil 
it, but I always found it of lefs value, as 
well as all the reft, becaufe too quick a de« 
compofition of ,the delicate fubftance which 
evaporates, changes its nature, and leaves 
what remains very infipid. Some other 
roots, when roafted under the aihes like 
cheftnuts, approached very near to them in 
tafte. - The wild fruits of this country are 
very few in number. I never found any 
thing of the kind but a few fhrubs, the her* 
ries of which were fo bad that they could 

G 3 have 
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have tempted none but children : thus ours, 
in the heart of the country^ regale themfelves 
nobly on t]ie produce of the hedges ihatfur**. 
round our highways. Some of ^fa^fe wild 
fruits have a purgatiye quality^ and are good 
fof ndthiog elfcr 

, Though tinacquaiated with more than; 
one interefling part of natural hiftory^ I 
ihould have tt^oqght myfelf highly culpable 
ill climates fo reo^otpi and couiitries never 
before traverfcd» to neglect any occafion of 
ftudying thofe new Qbje£|ts with wji^ich I faw 
inyfelf continually furrpunded. I confefs 
that I wa^ entirely ignorant of botany ; but 
I did not however fail to niake fome re-^ 
Searches relating to that fcience, which| 
though it neither fpeaks to the hearty nor 
conveys any fentiment to. the mind, has for 
its obje£t beneficence, and a defire of being 
i}feful to man. When I found any bulbous 
plants pr (hri^bs^ the flowers and fiuits of 
which attra<$tji my attention, I was very 
careful to get poflcffion of thetn> and I pre-« 
ferved alio the feed$. In |ny various en^ 
campments I had even improved fo much^ 
that I was capable of comparing different 
vegetable produdions^ aiid of pbferving the 

: ^ ' relation 



AFRICA/ 87 

relation which they bore one to another* - 
This ftudy, which I found very agreeable, 
gave me an opportunity of changing my 
amufements ; and on returning from one of. 
my excurfions to the Cape Town I had 
formed a colledtion fo valuable, that Mr. 
Percheron^ the French agent at the Cape, 
fent it, in my name, for the king's garden, 
addrefied to that refpedable family whofe 
name I dare not mention; but whom Nature, 
by revealing to them her fweeteil fecrets, and 
entruiling them with the particular care of 
her hidden treafurcs, hath ranked among her 
deareft favourites. Thefe plants however 
did not reach the place of their deftination : 
1 was informed by the French agent that 
the veflfel on board which they were^ perifhed 
at fea. I was more fortunate with regard to 
the drawings I had made» and which I brought 
along with me. An eminent bptanift afllired 
me that he was unacquainted with the greater 
part of the plants which they reprefented* 
I (hall lay them before the public hereafter. 

I now return to details which are eafier 
and within my reach, I mean thofe rcfpeft^ 
ing my dear Gpna^uas* 

By only looking at thefe fjivagcs, it would 

G 4 be 
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be difficult to guefs their 9^e. Old peopio 
indeed appear wrinkled^ and the extremities 
of their kair are a little greyifh^ but it never 
turns white entirely; and I prefume that 
they are very old at feventy. 

Thefe favages meafure the year by the 
epochs of drought and rainy weather; This 
divifion is common to^all the inhabitants of' 
the tropical regions, and it is fubdivided into 
moons; but (hey never count the days if 
they exceed ten> that is to fay the number of 
their fingers. Beyond that, they mark the 
day or the time by fome remarkable epoch j 
for example, an extraordinary ftorm, an ele- 
phant killed, an infedtious diftemper among 
the cattle, an emigration^ &g. The different 
parts of the day they diftinguifh by the courfe 
of the fun; and they will teU you, pointing with 
their finger, he was there when I departed^ 
and here when I arrived. This method is far 
from being txidi ; but, notwithflanding its 
want of prtfcifion, it is almoft fufficjcnt for 
thefe people, who having no appointments 
of gallantry^ no iaw-fuits to attend, no perfi* 
dies to commit, no fcandal to propagate^ no 
occafion meanly to cringe before ignorant 
patrpns,' an4. no new- play to damn, Calmly 
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behold the fun fihi(h his courfe^ and are un^ 
der very little uneafinefs whether twenty 
thoufand clocks brin^ mifery to one and hap* 
pinefs to another. 

When the Hottentots are lick, befides 
the ligatures already mentioned^ they have 
re^ourfe to fome medicinal plants with which 
their ufual pradice makes them acc^uainted. 

There are fome men among them of more 

• • • 

knowledge than others in this refpedt^ and 
vrhoni th^y confult ; but as there is no fci-- 
ence more occult than medicine, and as 
internal diforders do not fpeak to the eyes 
in a ftriking mannerf they are very much 
encibarraj9ed hew to treat them; they how^ 
ever impofe as much as we upon fome vidtims 
by their grimace^ . and clearly demonftrate, 
after the patient is dead, that his difeafe was 
incurabli?. They are more fuccefsful in 
drefEng ^nd treating wounds, and even in 
reducing luxations or fraftures: it is extreme- 
ly rare to fee a lame Hottentot. 
' A fenfe of delicacy in thefe favages makes 
them keep themfclves feparate from others 

■ * 

when they are fick. They are then feldom 
fcen, and it would appear that they arc 
afliamed of having loft their health. It in- 
deed never enters the thoughts pf a Hotten- 

jot 
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tot to expofe himfelf in public for the pur- 
pofe of exciting pity and procuring relief ^ 
this is a forced method » but ufelefs in a. 
country where every body is compaffionate. . 

They have no idea of bleedings, nor of the * 
advantage which we derive from it. I do. 
Dot even believe that there is one perfon 
amongft theni who would voluntarily fub« 
xn.it to this operation ; but^ with regard to 
the Hottentots of the colonies^ as they are 
accuflomed to the European manners^ they 
have alfo received their difeafes and adopted 
their reniedies. 

The operation performed by their phyfi- 
cianSi of which the famous Ksolben fpeaks^ 
and the cuflom whjch he afcribes to thq 
Hottentots of the defart^ of confulting the 
entrails of fheep^ fufpending the caul of the 
animal from the patient's neck^ leaving it 
there to rot« and other tales of the like kindji 
were undoubtedly written for the vulgar, and 
are at heft calculated only to amuie the ign'o* 

rant. Where there is neither religion nor 

. • « » • *^ 

worfhip, thefe can be no fupcrftition. It is 
ftill lefs agreeable to truth, that in the horde 
thcfe pretended. phyfictans hold a rank fupe« 
rior to that of their priefls. To be more 
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exa<9:» the Hottentots are acquainted neither 
with phyficiansi dlftindioa of rank, nor 
priefts ; and their language has no word to 
exprefs my of the(e things. 

To be fcnfible how far this vifionary fuf* 
fered hinjfelf tp be kd away by his imagi* ^ 
nation, we need only read in his work, that 
a HottentQt phylician employed Roman vi- 
triol tQ cure a perfon attacked by the le-^ 
profy. How is it poffible that thefe favages 
ihould be acquainted >vith this fait, which 
is not found m their country, (ince it is 
produced by a chemical operation ? To give 
an air of probability to fuch abfurdities, it 
would be neppflary at leaft to fuppofe fomc 
knowledge ^mongft thefe people, and to 
lend them our arts, our ialembics, our fur- 
naces, and all our apparatus of pharmacy. 

When a Hottentot dies, hp is buried in his 
word krofs, and the limbs arp difpofed in 
fuch a manner that the body is entire- 
ly covered. The relations then tranfport 
it to a certain diflance from the horde, and 
depofiting it in a pit dug for this purpofe^ 
aiid which is never deep, cover it with earth, 
^nd then with ftones, if any are to be found 
jsi the neighbourl^ood. Such a mauloleum 

proye^ 
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proves but a very weak defence agamft the 
attacks of the jackal and the hysena : the 
body indeed is fbon dug up, and devoured. . 

However badly this laft duty may be dif- 
charged, the Hottentots are not much to be 
blamed, when we call to mind the funeral 
cerenMnies of the ancient and celebrated 
Pariis, ftill attached to the cuftom of expof^ 
ing their dead on the tops of high towers, 
or in open cemeteries, in order that the crows 
and the vultures may feed upon them, and 
carry them away in morfels. 

A Hottentot, when he relpeftfuUy de-» 
pofits in the earth the lifelefs remains of his 
father or his friend, leaves to the falts, and 
difTolving juices which they contain, the 
care of decompofing the body quietly and 
at leifure : if he does not always fucceed 
according to his expectation, and if he does 
not find the a(hes of what was moft dear to 
him, he is plunged in grief, and by his la- 
imentations fufficiently (hews his aifedionate 
difpofition, and the great humanity of hi^ 
character. 

When it is the chief of a horde that they 
have loft, their religious ceremonies are in^ 
creafed ; that is to fay, the heap of ftones 

and 
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and earth, under which he is buried, is of 
greater fize, and more apparent. 

If the deceafed was a perfon highly^ ef- 
teemedy the family are in great grief and 
confternation ; the night is fpent in cries, 
and howlings, mixed with imprecations 
againft death ; while the friends who arrive 
augment this noife, which^ at a diilance, one 
would take for the intoxication of joy, or 
the (hrieks of defpair. The figns of their grief 
are not however equivocal to thofe who live 
in the midft of them : I have feen fome of 
them ihed bitter tears, and in great abun- 
dance. 

Dr, Sparmann fays he was witnefs to a 
fcene in the colonies, which he relates in the 
following manner: " Two old women Ihook 
•* and beat with thfeir fifts one of their coun- 

« 

*^ trymen, who was either dying or already 
** dead, while they loudly poured forth re«» 
** proaches, or confolirig expreflions, clofe to 
*' his ear'.'* We muft not allow ourfelves to 
be deceived by a tale of this kind. Had 
thefe women been convinced that the young 
man was dead, they would have certainly 
Itxpreffed their afFedlion without that fliak* 
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ing and thofe blows : but thcfe movemetltftj 
which the Dodor coniidef 8 as the convuUive 
agitations of defpair, were only a method o£ 
fupplying the want of fpifituous jliquorfi 
which people have recourfc . ta m EiiropCt Xq 
clear up a very difScuIt doybt, and which 
the Hottentots are deprived of. The violent 
agitation, employed by tlie two old u'omen, 
is an elBcdcious remedy that prodvice3 good 
effedis, TinceDr.Sparmaiin addsy that it revived 
the patient. . ; 

The fmall pox, which has (b often ra- 
vaged the kraals of the Hottentots in. the co* 
lonieSy never made its appearance but cmce 
among the Gonaquas. As ths3 difeafp theil 
fwept aws^y more than the half of their people, 
they dread it fo much, ^lid it infpires them 
with fo great horror, that, on the. firft newt 
of its br/eaking out. in the CoJopies^ they 
abandon every thing, and fly tq the bofom 
of the defarts. Wretched thea ^ the con- 
dition of thofe whom they fufp^edt to be in* 
fodled. Convinced that there is; p.d remedy 
for this dreadful plague^ whether, if be a pa* 
rent, a wife, ftr a.chiW, that isr 0ck, the voice 
of nature appeirs tQ bcpome fikpt^ - They 
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abandon thenfi to their unhappy fate, fo that 
they die of hunger, if nc* by the virulence 
of the diftemper. 

This terror, fo natural annong a favage 
people, is in no manner repugnant to that 
lincere afie^fiion and purity of manners by 
which they are diftinguifhed. The piAiire 
of the devaftation of their hordes, always 
prefent to their imaginations, is a fufficient 
motive to induce them for a moment to 
forget the m6ft facred duties ; but one is 
(hocked to read in old authors, and to hear i 
modern traveller repeat after them, that the 
Hottentots, when they take it into their 
heads to change 'their refidence, abandon; 
without pity and without regret, their old 
men, and every thing that isufelefs to them, 
crthat might tend to retard their march. This 
aflertion ought not to be adduced as a rule, 
or a genera^I cuftom : unlets they find themi. 
felves in fuch fatal and urging circumftahtes 
as that of which I have juft now fpoken, or 
in war, wh^t motives could make therh 
haften rather t;h*n retard their journey ? Be* 
iides, I can fihvtr allow myfelf^o thin-k that 
a tfottentot can aft in thisiftanner without 
long experiencing the deepeftl-egret. ' **^ 
- -• : 4 When 
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When they are attacked by an dnemy fd* 
perior in number^ and when they are inca-» 
pable of repelling force by force, they dil^ 
perfe and conceal themfelves in the. beft 
manner poflible; and this is the only ra« 
tional method that they can purfue. When 
furprifed by the enemy, they are compelled^ 
much againft their inclination, to leave be- 
hind them their old people their ^iick, and 
fuch ftragglers and others as cannot foUovir 
them. What man then is there fo little ac** 

* ■ * » 

quainted with the difaftrous confequences of 
war^ as to make it criminal in a Hottentot 
to yield to a necoffity, under which an Eu- 
ropean even would-be forced to bend ? 

I will go ftill farther, and I ^ni not afrai4 
of faying all that I know. The favages do 
not heiitate to have recourfe to the fame ex« 
"pedient in the time of ^ famine — a misfor- 
tune -no lefs fotxnidable . than the fmall pox 
^nd warj when they are atta&kdd by it. In 
fuch a cafe, deferting a feiv individually 
whom indeed they could not favf , becomes 
a facrifice necefTary for the prei^rvation of 
the whole : even thofe who fly are not cer- 
tain of efcapiug the general fcourge. More 
than three fourths perifh by the way, in the 

midft 
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HDidft of the fands and the rocks, tormented 
by thirft, and exhaufled by hunger; while 
the £ew that furvive are obliged to make 
long marches before they can find the fmall- 
eft afiiftance. 

Such are the three motives that mak^ the 
Hottentots commit a barbarity to which they 
find themfelves impelled by a force fupe- 
rior to afie£l:ion or a fenfe of duty. In timid 
and fimple hearts nature can do nothing : 
but though its influence be fufpended for a 
moment, it is no lefs powerful or great ; and 
public calamities, among people unacquaint- 
ed with the combinations of our arts, and 
who have no means of alleviating them but 
by a fudden flight, ought not to be the 
touchftone by which we try them, nor the 
rule by which they are to be judged, 

Thofe indifpenfable emigrations, to which 
they are compelled by the difference of the 
fealiais, will not, I hope, be brought as a 
fourtli example of their barbarity. When 
an extraordinary drought has dried up all 
the fprings as well 4s the furrounding lakes, 
when a fcorching fun has- withered the paf- 
tures, or when an Infeftious diftemper has 
broken out among the cattle in the neigh- 

Vol. it. H bourhood, 
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bourhood^ either of thefe caufes obliges them 
to change their habitation ; but this ne** 
cefTary removal is always made with the 
greateft tranquillity, and without confiiiion, 
though with expedition. They firft fend 
off their flocks, and then place the old and 
infirm on the backs of oxen ; no perfon is 
left behind ; the valuable.effeds are before; 
and aU peaceably purfuing their journey, 
ere£i: huts, and eftablifh themfelves in the 
iirft place thai: is fuitable to their manner of 
living, and to their wants. I have often 
met hordes who had been under the necei^ 
fity of quitting their refidence for fome of 
the above reafons, and I always found that 
they were attended by the old and the fick. 
How often, by means of a few rolls of to- 
bacco, and more fo by a few glafles of brandy, 
which revived thefe poof favages, and bright- 
ened up their countenances with a fmile, 
have I enjoyed the fatisfadion of feeing 
them flied tears of gratitude I and when fe- 
paratirig from thci6, and purfuing my, way, 
I arrived the fame or next day at thefpot 
they had left, though I examined the whole 
neighbourhood with the greateft care, I 
foUud no traces of that infenfibility with 
. ,. which 
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whJch they have been accufed. All the 
huts had been carried away, and their efFed^ 
and domeftic animals had followed them. 

The children^ and^ failing them^ the neareft 
relations of the deceafed^ take poireili0n of 
whatever is left 5 but the quality of a chief 
is not hereditary. He is always appointed 
by the horde, and his power is limited^ 
Though poflefTed of power fufficient to en- 
able him to do good to whomfoever he 
pleafes, he has no power to do hurt; hei 
bears no external mark of diftin&ion, and 
enjoys no privilege above others^ except that 
of being exempted from going in his turn^ 
according to cuftom* to keep the flocks in 
the fields. In their councils, his advice pre-^ 
vails, if it be judged good ; if not, no regard 
is paid to it,^ When they arei about to go ta ^ 
war^ they know neither rank nor divifions,- 
neither generals nor captains ; all are either 
Ibldiers or colonels. Each attacks or de-* 
fends after his own manner j the moft in- 
trepid march in the van ; and, when vidory 
declares itfclf, they do not beftbw upon otkt 
man the honour of an aftion which has 
proved fucccfsful by the courage of all : it * 
is the whole nation that triumph. 

Ha Of 



^90 TR-AVEl.$ \IN 

. Of all the people whom I evcj faw, the 
Gonaquas are the only natioQ that can he 
confidered as free j but they will perhapibc 
fooA ob%ed to remove to a greater diftancc, 
or receive laws from the Dutch govern mean 
All the land to the eaft being in g^ieral godd^ 
the planters endeavour to extend their pof^ 
jfeifionsinthat quarter, as muqh as thej canj 
ackd their avarice doubtleis will foine day 
Succeed* Mifery muft then be the pbrtioa 
pf thefe happy and peaceable people ; arid 
every trace of their liberty will be deflroy^ 
by maffacres and invafions. Thus have all 
tjiofe hordes mentioned by old authors been 
treated; and^ by being, often difrpembered 
aiod weakened^ they are now reduced to af 
ftate of abfolute dependance on the Dutch. 
The exiftence of the Hottentots, their' names, 
a^d their hiflory, will therefore in time be 
accounted fabulous; unlefs fbme traveller, 
who may poffefs curiofity enough to induce 
him to difcover their remains, fhould have 
the courage to penetrate into the rempte/ 
defarts inhabited by the great Nimiquas^ 
where rocks: more and > more hardened by^ 
tttiie,. and old and barren mountains, donot 

- prodtjcei 
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produce a (logle plant worthy to engage the 
attentipn of the fpeculatiye botanift. 

The. tribes mentioned by Kplben, under 
the a^ames of the Gunjemafif and the Koopr 
ffOnS^ neveir exifted but iii th^ imagiuatibn. : 

Tha namfe of Gunjemans, which fignifies 
nothihg in the language of the Hottentots, 
muft have been corrupted by fome ignorant 
traV^Uef^ who wrote it improperly* The 
name ought to be Goed-mans^ compofed of 
two Dutch words that fignify good men, or 
good people ; a qualification given by the 
firft planters to all the Hottentots in gene- 
ral^ becaufe they found them peaceable and 
obliging. 

The name of Koipmans was alfo given to 
thole who firft Carried on trade by barter* 
Thefe two words fignify, in very gcodDutch, 
a merchant or dealer ; but they are no more 
applicable to one nation than to anothen 
Thus the traveller, not comprehending the 
languages of thofe countries which he tra* 
verfes, retains their exprefSons impcrfedlly, 
writes them ftrll worfe, and forms the name 
of a favage horde from a barbarifm. The 
manners of foreign nations, and every thing 
that concerns them, can never be accurately 

H 3 . defcribed. 
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defcribed, unlefs one be capable of (peaking 
different languages. 

Had the authors, for example, who have 
advanced that the Hottentots worOiip the 
moon, comprehended the meaning of the 
^ords which they chant whilft fhe difplays 
her light, they woyld have obferved that 
they addrefs neither prayers, invocations, nor 
homage to that peaceful Imninary; They 
would have known that the fubjedi: of theie 
ibngs is always fome adventure that has 
happened between them and the qeighbour^ 
ing horde ; and that, equally ready as the 
negroes, they can fing a whole night on one 
fubjed, by repeating the words a thoufand 
times over.' They prefer the night to the 
day for this purpofe, becaufe it is cooler, 
and invites them to dancing and to pleafure* 

When they are defirous of indulging in 
this amufement, they join hands, and form a 
circle of greater or lefs extent, in proportion 
to the number of male and female dancers, 
who are always mixed with a kind of iym^ 
metry. When this chain is made, they turn 
round from one fide to another, feparatihg at 
pertain intervals to mark the meafure ; and 

ffom time to time clap their hands without 

interrupting 
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interrupting the cadence, while with their 
voices they acdompany -the found of the in-* 
ftrun^entSy and continually chant hoo^ hoot 
This IS th-e general burden of their fong. 
Sometinies one of the dancers quitting the 
circle, goes to the centre^ and there forms 
alone a few fteps aftor the Engliih manner; 
all the merit atid beauty of which confifl in 
performing them with equal quicknefs and 
precifion, without ftirring frotn the fpot 
where he flands. After this they all quit 
each cther^s hands ; follow one another care- 
lefsly, with an air of terror and melancholy^ 
their heads leaning tg one (houlder, and their 
eyes caft down towards the ground, which 
they look at with attention ; and a moment 
after they break forth in the livelieft de» 
monilratioiis of joy, and the moft extravagant 
merriment. They are highly delighted with 
this contrail, when it is well performed. 
All this is at bottom but an alternate aff»^ 
femblage of very droll and amufing panto-* 
mimes. It mufl be obferved that the dadcers 
make a hollow and monotonous kind of hum* 
ming, which never ceafes but when they 
join the fpedators, to (ing the wonderful 
chorus i'QC, boo I which appears .to be the 

H 4 life 
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life and; foul of this ' magpificeat omfitt 
They ufujajly conclude with a general ball ; 
that IS to fay, the ring is brqkep, and they 
^11 danpe in confufioni.as each choofes;; and 
upon li^fi occafiou they difplay 9 U their: 
ftrength and; agility, The, ni^ft ^i^pert; 
dancers rfppat, ;by Wqy of defiaoce to on© 
9noth:er, .thofe ^^Pg^fovis leaps and ngtufical 
quivers fii pur grand t at^demies;, which ex-j 
cite laughter as defervisdly. a3 the h^ koo q£ 
Africi*. : . . ;, 

The inftrunaeata which aremoA efteemed 
on accofuht of their lexcellence are' the ^i^r^, 
thtji^amrjounif the raieuqum^ znd the foment. 

The ^tJiura is £hap6d like the bow of a 

ft , 

favagc Hotttntot ; it is of the fame &zc ; and 
a firing nrude of ihtef):ines, fixed to one of 
its extremities^ is retained at the. other by a 
knot ih the barrel of a <|tiill9 which is flat* 
tened: and cleft. This quill being difplayed^ 
fottns^ a very long ifofccles triangle^* about 
two inches in length 1 and at the bafe of 
this triangle the hole is made that kequ the 
ftring fafl, the end of which, drawn back, is 
tied at the othei? end of the bow with a very 
thin thong of leathei?: ,this cord may. be 
ftretched f9 ds to have a greater or^leis de-* 

* grec 
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gfe/e Q^jtcnfiofy^ according to the pleafiire of 
ihe.iTlwficiftft J but wbeij, fefveral gouras pUy 
together^ x\ipy ar« never in uniibn. S^h is th^ 
firfl inftrumenC of the {lottentots, which ond 
would not fuppoie to hje a wkid inftrumentj 
though it is Ujadoubte41y of th^t kinder .Th« 
figure of it may be feen in the eighth pl^te^ 
by the (id^ of a Hottentot* It is held alsr^fi; 
b the fame maimer as a hruntfmau's hot-n^ 
with that end where the qiiili is fixed: to^ 
wards the performer's mouth, which' ho 
applies to ity and either by afpiration or 
expiration draws from it very mjelodioos 
tones. The favages, however, who fucceed 
beft on this infliriiment, cannot play any re- 
gular tiine J they only Mftit certain twangs^ 
like thofc drawn in a particular mAni^ef from 
a violin or a violincello. I took great' pleafurA 
hi feeing one of my attendants, called John^ 
who was accounted an adept, regale for 
Whole hours his companions, who, tranf- 
ported and ravithed, interrupted him every 
now and then by exclaiming, ^^ Ah ! how 
*' charming that is ! begin that again." John 
began agaiii; but his fecond performance 
had no refemblance to the firft : for, as I 
have faid^ thefe people cannot play any re- 
gular 
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gular tune upon thia inftrument, the tdiles of 
which are only the efkOc of chainre, and of 
the quality of the quill. The beft quills are 
thofe taken from the wings of a ceirtain fpe«« 
cie^ of buflard ; and whenever I happened to 
kill one of thefe birds, I was always Solicited 
to make a fmall facrifice for the fupport of 
our orcheftra. 

When a woman plays the goura, it changes 
its name merely becaufe (he changes the 
manner of uiing it, and it is then tcansformed 
into zjoum-joum. Seated on the ground* (he 
places it perpendicularly before. her* in the 
fame manner as a harp is held in Europe: by 
putting her foot between the bow and the 
ilring* takbg care not to touch the latter, 
ihe keeps it firm in that pofition. With the 
fight hand fhe grafps the bow in the middle ; 
and^ while ihe blows with her moi^th on the 
quill* ihe flrikes the firing in different places 
with a fmall flick five or fix inches in length* 
which fhe holds in the other. This produces 
fome variety in the modulation ; but the in- 
ilrument mufl be brought cloife to the ear, 
before one can catch diflinftly all the degra- 
dations of the found. This manner of hqld- 
ing the gptira flruck me much, efpecially as 

it 
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it gfeatly added to the graces of the female 
who performed on it. 

The rabouqiiinis a triangular piece of board, 
with three ftrings made of inteftmes, fup« 
ported by a bridge, which may be ftretched 
at pleafure by means of pegs, like thoie of 
bur ihftruments in Europe ; it is indeed no- 
thing elfe than a guitar with three firings. 
Any other perfoh but a Hottentot would per- 
haps produce fbme mufic from it, and render 
it agreeable : but the latter is contented witK 
ftamping it with his fingers ; and this he does 
without method and without art, and even 
^unintentionally. 

The romelpot is the moft iK)i^ of all the 
inftruments of thefe favages. It is formed 
of a piece of the trunk of a tree made hol^ 
low, over one of the ends of which is flretched 
a fheep's Ikin well tanned ; on this the per«< 
former beats with his hands, or, to fpeak more 
accurately, with his fifts, and fometimes even 
with a ftick This inftrument, the found of 
which may be hea|d at a great diftance, is 
undoubtedly not a mafterpiece of invention ; 
but in every country it is ufual to fupply by 
noife what cannot be obtained from tafte. 

I have perhaps enlarged too much on the 

dances 
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dancer and diiFereAt inftruments of the Hot*^ 
tentots. The latter, as iijay readily be per^ 
qeiyeifi, are* npt vfiy curious ; but this detail^ 
Vfhich in fi^tnemeaflire tends to throw lig^ht 
f dthe xnanocrs of thefe favages,- deferves no| 
to b^ncglefted* 

^ .^pproaching near to Nature, and undef 
hicr iinm.ediajte^!protei6l the .favages havf 
no.need of our noify and ippft harmonious 
prcheftras to excite them in- their £sftiv.als 
to the livelieft denionftrattqas of pleafure and 
joyy The cooxfined and monotonous modula*^ 
tion of their mufic is fufficient ; and t believe 
that even without it they would capec equaU 
lywpU. • 

' 1x1 his Courfe of Geographical Le3ures one of 
our fnodern authors, who has made it a rule 
to ftudy men at the fame time that he de« 
Ccribes places, obfcrves, wifh great fagacity, 
^' That in a polilhed (late dancit^ and iing« 
^* ing are two arts; but that in the bofom of 
^/ the forefl^ they a^e almofl natijral figns of 
concord, friendfhip,; tend^nefs, and plea* 
fure. We Jearn under iwafters/* adds t\m 
writer, " to command our voice, and td 
" move our lirabis \ti cadcqce; the favage 
^* has no other inftruilor but his own paf- 

I ** fions. 
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f ^ . fio05, his. own heart, and nature- What he 
^* feels we pretead to feel ; the favage there* 
" fore who dances or lings is always hapj)y,^ 
I have already bb&nred that the Hotten* 
tots never afTemble to amufe themfelves but 
in the nighty as their daily occupations ledv^ 
them no other time. A particular duty be* 
loBgs to each, which muft be difcharged^ 
feme muft continually watch over the fk>ck3 
fcattered thrqughcnit the fields, not only td 
prevent them from ftraying, but to protect 
them from the attack of ravenous animals, 
which are continually lying in wait for them; 
ethers muft keep them clean, and milk theni 
twice a day ; Ibme muft weave mats, and col* 
k£t dry wood for their evening fires ; and 
others muft provide fubfiflence, and fearch 
for roots. Thefe hfk occupations belong 
principally to the women; whilft the men, on 
th-eir part, go a hunting, infpe^ the fnares 
which haV'C b^eo laid in different places, and 
form arrows, and all the other inilruments 
which they have occaiion for. Though thefe 
iaftruments, and all thofe works that come 
from their hands, are in general coarfe and. 
duoiiy, they require a good deal of time and 
^ns, becaufe they are deflitute of a number 
: of 
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of tools neccflary for abridging their labour i 
their ingenuity is much lefs admirable than 
their patience* 

It would have appeared aftonifliing had 
thefe people whom I fo often frequented^ and 
amongft whom I lived fo long, been cunning 
or deceitful enough to conceal their charafker 
from me fb much^ that I ihould never have 
obferved) either in their conduA or manner 
of livings any iign or z€t of fuperftition. It 
would be highly improper to confider as reli- 
gious praAices certain privations which they* 
impofe on themfelves^ and which appear alto^ 
gether natural and iimple» when one takes 
the trouble of examining them thoroughly. 
For example^ they fcarcely ever eat the fleih 
of the hare^ or of the antelope called duykers. 
In. their opinion, the former is an ugly and 
difgufting animal, and the flelh of the latter 
they confider as too black ; befides, thefe two 
Animals are always exceedingly lean, which 
to them is a fufiicient reaibn for rejeding it,. 
But a ftriking proof that they deprive them* 
felvesof this refource from no chimerical idea^i 
is that, in times of fcarcity and want, I have 
feep them think themfelves very happy in 
being able to recur to it« Becayfe a Dutch<» 

man 
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tnan: would be difgufted with the fight of .a 
plateful of thofe fnails found on vines, or of , 
frogs^ however well cooked— -whilft a French- 
man can make a hearty meal on thefe viandsf^ 
which are far from being delicate— does it 
follow that the difguft of a Batavian ought 
to be coniidered as a religious abftinence en- 
joined by the confiftory ? 

Before I announce as an el]fenbal rite of 
the Hottentots the ceremony of cutting off a 
joint either of a finger or a toe, and before 
I afcribe to the fame motive their femi«-caf* 
tratioq, it is reafonable to eftablifli the truth 
of thefe two cuftoms. Kolben heard them 
mentioned in the fame manner as many other 
things, but he never procured certain infor- 
mation refpeding them* This he fpfficiently 
proves, when he afcribes them to all the 
Hottentots indifcriminately ; which is equally 
falfe as the other affertions of that author* 
Dr. Sparmann falls alio into a very ftrange 
error, when he maintains, in oppofition to 
Kolben, that femi-caftration is no where 
praftifed. Thefe two ceremonies are adu- 
ally pra£tifed among two hordes fituated to 
the north of the Cape, under the twenty- 
eighth degree of fouth latitude, via;. th6 

GetJJiquas 
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Ci^uas and the Koraquas^ in ivhbfe coimtrj 
I found the giraffes, of which I fkall fpeak in 
my fecond voyage. The philofopber Kolbeli 
afTuredly never travelled fo farj, except in ima- 
ginttion. 

Dr. Sparmanh has doubtlefs f\i^re4 him- 

-felf to be deceived refpe£ling the Gonaqua^ 
when he is inclined to believe 'thiat the(e 
hordes u(e circiimcifion. The ]^lanters af- 
firmed this to ihe as well as to him ; and oh 
this account I found a powerful temptation 
to doubt the truth of it: but hiving fince 
had better opporttir!iii|ps than any one of fatil^ 
fying myfelf concerning fo important a fa£l; 
I declare, on the contrary, that this nation, 
and all the ttottentots without exception, 
have the prepuce of a prodigious lize; a 
mark that fufficiently diftinguifhes them 
from all other favages, and which certainly 
has not been obferved bdftfre. 

The cafe is the fame refpefliing that dif- 
gufting apron of the Hottentot women, 
which has long made a confpicuous^ though 
ridiculous figure. in 'hiftory, ot rather in the 

'fables of the vulgar. Another whim, always 
proceeding from the fame (burce, has as 

• taflily fu^preffcd it; though it is UtiW fefhion* 

^ - - ' able 
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able among a certain horde, of whom I (hall 
fooQ have occafion to fpeak. I fay it is fa- 
fhionablej for, inftead of being the gift of 
nature, it ought to be confidered as one of 
the moft monftrous refinements ever invented 
bj I know not what coquetry, altogether 
peculiar to a certain fmall corner of the 
world. 

Some old authors have faid that the iami«- 
li^s of the lavages, deep all promifcuoufly to- 
gether^ in the fame hut ; and are neither ac« 
quainted with difference of age, nor that in* 
vincible horror which i^parates beings con* 
nested by blood. The lavages indeed, con* 
fined to whit is flriftly neceflary^ have never 
thought :ofpreferving, under an apparent de« 
cency, all the turpitude of unnatural inclina* 
tions ; iand ieparate apartments for brother 
ahd iiiler, mother and ion, are not ,to be 
found ' among them. But to conclude, be- 
caufe they .have only one habitation, ene bed, 
and one mat to repofe on, after the labours 
of. the day, that they live like the brutes, 
would bb. t0>ca\umniate innocence, and offer 
an iaftalt! to nature. , There is only one iU^ 
informed < or - mtaievoleiit . author i who . ha$ 
fuffered himfelf to giuo €«edit to thejfo tn(zr 

Vc*,, II. I mous 
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mous fufpicions — ^Yes, the whole family In* 
habit the fame- hut; the father lies by the (ide 
of his daughter, and the mother by the fon ; 
but on the return of Aurora each rifes with 
a pure hearty and without having occafion to 
bluih before the Author of all Beings^ or any 
of the creatures whom he has marked, with 
the feal of his own refemblance* A. favage 
is neither a brute nor a barbarian : the real 
monfter is he who fees crimes every where, 
becaufe he fuppofes them ; and who aflerts 
their exiftence on the odious teflimony of 
his own confcience. . . / 

I have viiited more than one horde of fa- 
vages ; and I never fouiid any where but mo- 
defty and referve amongft the women, I can 
add among the men alfo. The author whom 
I have fo often contradi£l:ed pays refpcGt to 
truth, when he confefTes that people would 
judge very erroneoufly, were they to believ^ 
that, becaufe the favages go naked, they have 
as little modefty as veil ; and that it was with 
gresu: difficulty he could find men who, even 
by the temptation of prefents, would confeift 
to put afide their jakals, that he ni^ht bft 
convinced by his owii eyes whether 't4^y 
were circUmcifed^ov notf • ; . - . 

. i • .''i . I have 
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1 have already faid that too much iater- 
courfe with the whites has ruiaed and cor-^ 
rupted their manners j and of the truth of 
this affertion the Hottentots of the colonies 
are a flriking example : thofe of the defart, 
being nothing different in nature, will per-* 
haps yield one day to feduftion, (hould it hap* 
pen to reach them, and will fuffer therafelves 
to be led away by, the force of example. 
When Dr. Forfter, in \ii% Fqyage round the 
World with Captain Cook, informs us that 
the women of Eafter Ifles were lafcivious 
amrtezans^ he does not conceal from us that 
the Tailors gave themfelves up openly and 
without ihame to the moil infamous debau« 
chery with them j but we ought to add, with- 
out any hefitation, that t))e women of favage 
nations^ once viiited by corrupted Europeans^ 
and too well acquainted with their perverfa 
inclinations, proflitute themfelves to all thofb 
who choofe to enjoy them, and gratify theitf 
tafte, doubtlefs from a dread of the barbarous 
cruelties which the whites are capable of* 
committing. ' 

In all places wlicfcyer a defire of inforrtia- 
tion induced me to enter upon this fubjeA 

with fuch women as I met in the courfe of 

>'■.■" ' " 

1 2 my 
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Illy travels, I always received obefimple and 
ifniform anfwer, '%hich they give to i:hole 
whd, fofpei^ing thcim of iriceftuouscohabita- 
tidil, "wrfti to be convinced by their own ac- 
knowledgment ; " Yoii compare us then to 
••^ brutes," faid thisy to nie; ** for bfbtes alone 
•* are capable of doing what you iay/* ' 

I wi(h I may not be deceived-*— 1 believe in 
virtue, for the fake of thofe even who ire uri- 
acquainted with that word, and who ha^^e 
never writteti voluminbus cominenWries on 

the idea it contains. This fentlnieHt, innate 

> ■^- _ ' • . 

in the heart of m'an when it has iiot^beea 
corrupted by education arid example, was 
given hihi as a fign t>f his digiiity and diftinc- 
tion. Horror at the rdea of unitihg with hisr 
own blood, is one of thie gi^andeft chafatEter- 
iftics by which the Creitor wi(hed to feparate 
the human fpecies fromthe'clafs- of animals; 
and thisinfiirmountable barrier can be broken 
only^by the moft itifatnous depravation. 

I dare affirm, then, that if there be a corner 
of the earth where a decency of conduft antf 
manners is ftill honoured, we nruft feek for 
its temple in tlie bolbms of the defarts^ 
Thefe principles the favage has received nei- 
ther from prejudice nor education j he is in- 
debted 
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debted £ov them to natxiBe : in him love is a 
very confined want, and he does not convert 
it, as in civilized countries, into a t^multu^ 
ous paffion, which carri<es diforder and de- 
ftrudion along with it. in vain (houid I 
attempt, after the example of BttfFonv ta era* 
dicate this fever of the mind, this difeafe of 
exalte^ imaginations. I ihall not break to 
pieces an altar loaded with the rich glft$ of 
poets and romance writers; I (hould h^v^ to() 
powerful antagonifts to combat : and the di*- 
vinity who owes his birth to fuch beautiful 
chimeras^ would kt loofe his votaries agalnft 
mti nor ever forgive me for this impious fa*- 

^ A iphyfiognomift, or,ifihe reader choofesr, 
a modem wit, would entertain his ^company 
by aligning to the Hottentot, in. the^ fcale of 
heings> ^ place .betwfee^ man and tbeburang^ 
outang. - I cannot however confent'to this 
iyflematic arrangement ; the qualities which 
I efte^ynin him will never fufFer him to be 
degraded *fo far ; and I have found his figure 
fufficiently beautiful,' becaufe I experienced 
the goodnefs^ of his heart. It muft indeed 
be allowed that there is fomething peculiar 
in his featutesi which in a certain , degree 

I '3 feparates 
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feparates him from the generality of man« 
kind. His cheek bones are exceedingly pro* 
minent ; fo that his face being very broad ia 
that part, and the jaw bones on the contrary 
extremely narrow, his vifage continues ftill 
decreaiiiig . even to the point of the chin* 
This configuration gives him an air of iankn- 
nefs, which makes his head appear very much 
difproportioned, and too fmall for his fuU and 
plump body. His flat nofe rifes fcarcely 
lialf an. inch at its greateft elevation; and his 
noftrilst which are exceffively wide, oft^ cjLt 
ceed in height the ridge of his nofe* His 
mouth is large, and furnifhed with fmall teeth^ 
well enamelled and perfedly white : his eyes, 
very beautiful and open, incline a little to- 
wards the nofe, like thofe of the Cbinefe : 
land to the fight and touch his hair has the 
refemblance of wool ; it is very ihort, curls 
naturally, and in colour is as black as ebony* 
He has very little hair, yet he employs no 
fmall care to pull out by the roots part of 
what he has ; but the natural thinncfs of his 
eyebrows faves him from this trouble in that 
part. Though he has no beard but :upon the 
upper lip, below the iiofe, and at the extre- 
mity of the chin,, he never fails to pluck it 

out 
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out as fbon as it appears. This gives him an 
effeminate look ; which, joined to the natu« 
ral mildn^is of his character, deftroys that 
commanding fiercenefs common to all men 
in a ftate of nature, and which has acquired 
them the proud title of kings. 

With regard to proportion of body, a Hot- 
tentot is as perfect as if cafl in a mould His 
gait is graceful and agile; and all his mo- 
tions, which are eafy, feem very different 
from thofe of the American favages, who 
appear on|y to have been iketched out by the 
hand of nature. 

The women, with more delicacy of fea- 
tures, exhibit the fame charaderiftic 'marks 
in their figure : they are equally well made. 
Their breafts, admirably placed, have a mofl: 
beautiful form, while in the bloom of youth; 
and their jiands are fmall, and their feet ex- 
ceedingly well ihaped, though they never 
wear fai^dals. The found of their voice is 
fbft ; and their idiom, pafiing through the 
throat, is not deftitute of harmony. When 
they fpeak, they eqiploy a great many gef^ 
tures, w^ich give pojiver and gracefulnefs to 

their arms. 

• • • 

The Hottentots, being naturally timid, are 

I 4 confc" 
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confequently not at alt an enterprifing peopk« 
Their phleginatic coolnefs, and their fetious 
looks, give them an air of refervc, which- 
they never lay afide, cveii at the moft joyful 
moments ; while, oii the. contrary^ all other 
black or tawny nations give themfelves up* 
to pleafure with the livelieft joy, and without 
anyreftraint. 

A profound indifference to the aflfairs of 
life iiiclines them very .much to inactivity 
and indolence : the keeping of their flocks, 
and the care of |>rdcuring a fubfiflence, are 
the only objedls that occupy their thoughts. 
They neve^foUow hunting as fportfmen, but 
like people opprefTed and tormented by hun- 
ger. In Ihort, forgetting the paflj and being 
under no un^eafinefs for the future, they arc 
Aruck only with the preibnt ; and it is that 
whidi alone engages their altentibfa. 

They are however the- beft, the. kindeftj 
and the moUt hofpitable of people. Whoever 
travels^amorig them may be ^fTuifed of find- 
ing food and lodging ; arid though thty will 
receive prefents, -ydx they never afk for any 
thing. If the travelled' Ms a long journey to 
accomplifh, and if they learn from the ifi for- 
mation ht requires' tjj^t tinere are no hopes of 

1 i his 
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hit £[)Ofi vXneetifig ^ith other hprdtt^ that 
which he i$ going to quit Supply him with 
pro^ofions! as far as, their circuroftaaces will 
allow, and with every thing elfe necefiary fot 
his cootinurng his journey, and reaching the 
pkce of his deflination. 

Befwe the arrival of the Europeans at th^ 
Cape, the Hottentots were not acquainted 
with commerce, and perhaps they had no 
idea even of barter ; but, on the appearance of 
tobacto and toys, they were foon initiated 
into a part of the tnercantile myfleries* 
Thefe objefts, which at firft were / only 
agreeable novelties^ by length of time Have 
become wants* When th«fe articles grow 
fcarce among them, they a^e fupplied by the 
Hottentots of the colonies ; for it is propef 
to obfcrv4^, that however eSger they toay b* 
to get fuch trifles into their pofleffion, they 
do not take the trouble to go one ftep in 
fearch of them themfelvt^s, and they choo(b 
rather to do without th^n : an ufeful hU 
Ion to thofe^ho drag out a miferable exift^ 
ence in' cdntiftual agitation by purfuing 
ihadows. i ' 

Such are thefe people, ^ or at leaft fuch did 
they appeii* ta me, in all the innocence qi 

manners. 
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manners, and of a pafloral life. They ex«^ 
cite alio the idea of mankind in a ftate of 
infancy. A noble a£tion, which I ihall re- 
late he>e^ though it belongs to my fecond. 
voyage^ more.to the north of the Cape» and 
towards the weflern coaft, wilL finifli the 
pidure which I have here traced out with 
the utmoft candour and truth— without elo*. 
quence, I allow; but without enthufiafm, 
without vain declamation, and with that Da*, 
tural fincerity which is fo dear t6 .me, and 
which I embrace every opportunity of pro- 
feffing* . 

c A priBtty coniidcrable horde of the Kami- 
nququsa. came to viiit my camp^ with that 
coufid^nce which is always infpired by honeft 
9nd upright intentions^ and which all thofe 
men poiTefs who have never been corrupted 
by ^^ir intercourfe with other nations. Be* 
irtg forced to hufband my provifionj, it Wjas 
impoffible for n^e to regale all thefe people 
with brandy ; they were top numerous ; and 
I could noty witl)0]Lit imprudence, ihew my 
generofity. 1 however ordered a glafsful to 
be given to the chief, and to each of thoft 
whoijby their figu|[e, or rather ;by their 
l^ge, appeared to bt moft reipe^able* B ut to 
. . . : . ' what 
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t^^hat resources and to what means will not 
beneficence have recourfel and how grea^is 
its ingenuity, when it wiftiej to difFufe itis 
blcffings ! I was very much af:oni(hed when, 
:j)crceiving that they preferved the liquor 
^thout fwallowingit, I faw th<m all approach 
their companions, who bad received no fhare^, 
and diftribute It to them with their moutbs, 
in the fame manner as the tender birds of 
heaven feed their young wth their bills. 
This unexpected action, I confefs, threw me 
into great agitation, and I rencained aftonifli* 
^ed : for, on the fight of this dFedling fcene, 
what heart ,k there fo utl naturally hardened 
as would not have melted into tears ? Filled 
with admiration and refped, md moved to 
the bottom of my foul, 1 threw myfelf into 
the arms of the chief, who lilie the reft had 
juft ihared bife liquor with tfcofe who fur- 
rounded him, and I bedewed his venerable 
perfon with my tears. Ye fine prattlers, ye 
elegant coquettes, perfumed with amber and 
mufk, exclaim as ye pleafe, and exhibit your 
charming grimaces ! Diforders of the ftd- 
mach, vapours, and all the evils of debili* 
tated healthy the ufual confequences of a 

debauched 
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jdet)fijch94 life fpi^nt ^t thcc^ge. of thirty, 
oopaiioiied no difs^ft ^o my diyiiie j^^pc^inoAfr- 
iqpa$, in thU fw/$e;;.;aa4 fr^tern^l cOfpmmjiic^r 
tioq. • . ; 

I oau n^v^r ca^l :to f eoierobranee tritkout 
jemption tbefe jrefpf^iible people^ nod &¥eral 
otharsy amon; wh<pni I obiibrYed tbo iacoe 
ceremony repjdt^. - Whsn I (iw tbeqp* oa 
their. ;ffparathg.£po« me^ return peaceably 
«id contented, ." Happy ibot-fals T* (aiA. I ; 
** long may yjij. Tcfsiin your valugblfi iftQQ- 
"ceuce, but Iv^in ignoranpe I Po^r jfevagea, 
" regret fiot th^t' you were born uiider n 

♦' fcorchjng; fjR, on ^ d«y tmd .piirched:ifoih 

f' which fcarely-prodHces bri^r? and thorns, 
*' Confider ycur prefent fituation rather as 
" a; blefling fro© Heaven : your, deferts wiU 
?* never tempt the avarice of the..ivhkes. 
t\ Unite youriblves to thofe fo^tunat^. bpnJc?, 
^Vwho Jike YOU havp hot bad an Qppgfrtut- 
" ,nity of. knowing t hep.; deftrpy ajr>d, cffacp 

" rocbr-f-ye aj-pfvilQed .if they di^QQver it. 
** Knpw .tbat it 4S. jthe.;r«)Hrgft of th« worl4 
*' thp ^Mfce of all .crii^ej : $nd djcead, above 

' " all 
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^ all thiiigs, fhe afjproaeh of an Almagrb, i 
^ Pizarro, a Cortez, and of the Mood j ftole 
** of the VanverdesV 

In an uncivilized ftate man is naturally 
good; why then fliould the Hottentot be an 
cxce{>tion to this general rule ? It is not juft 
to accufe him of cmdty ; he is only i^-* 
vengeful. Too lenfible of the evil done him, 
tVhat can be more natural than to repel force 
by force? It becomes us well to enjoin the 
children of nature to pr^tftife our fiftitio'us 
virtues, when their names are fcarcely known 
to us, and no one undertakes to foIl6w what 
they prcfcribe, -Even the "law of retaliation, 
the only one in ufe before wc thought of 
being phUofophers, what elfe is it but the 
right of rendering iiijWy for injury, aiid of 
taking away the lives of thofe who do not 
fcruple to attempt ours ? 
'Should the lavages of Africa or America 
take it into^ their heads, fome day, that they 
liVe miferabie; deprived' of our arts, riches, 
4nd all the refources of our genius ; aTid,-irnit^ 
ing together 'in arms, fhould haften to inun-i 
date Europe, and to drive us from our poi^ 
feffiohs, 'with what countenances^ could w6 
deceive thefe barbarians, and by what fuf-' 

I fe rings 
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fcrings on our part would they fee thcit 
boldnefs rewarded ? Such however is their 
hiftory, or ours ; fuch have been our enter*^ 
prifes attempted in three quarters of the 
world with too much f^cce^s• In every place 
where we have thought proper to eftabliflx 
ourfelves, we have compelled thefe unhappy 
wretches, perfecuted to a ftate of flavery, to 
betake themfelves to flight ; we have appro* 
priated to ourfelves, without the leaft fcruple, 
whatever we found ufeful to us } and when 
the hour of vengeance hasrbeen proclaimed 
for them, and wh^i they meafured their 
blows by the magnitude of their injuries^ 
without reviewing our own qondufl, and too 
much blindgd byintereft or fanatjcifm, we 
have dared to call them barbarians, eaters of 
men, and ferocious animals, who live by 
murder, and allay their thirfl with blood. 

To what imprudence muft.wc attribute 
the death of that celebrated navigator Cap-^ 
tain Cook ? — I am inclined to believe that a 
confcioufnefs of his own (Irength, and his 
bold and enterprifing chara<9:er, never led him 
to commit any of thofe criminal excefles of 
which he In his turn periflied a viiSim ; but 
the ardent ^defirc of the undifciplined crew 

T that 
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that followed hiiD, made the iflanders take up 
arms againO: him. Thofe failors made free 
with the women, and even dared to lay their 
hands upon them whenever they had an op- 
portunity. This was too much for them to 
be filent any longer ; nothing could flop 
thefeincenfed favages. The commander is 
obferved through the fmoke of cannon, and 
amidft the ,noife of threatening artillery^ 
they feize upon him ; and he is maiTacred, 
even in fight of his foldiers, becaufe he did 
not reprefs their diforders in time. 

The firfl fentiment with which people who 
travel among favages ought to infpire them, 
is confidence : to gain theirs, one mufl be 
kind and humane ; mufl never take advan^ 
tzgc of their weaknefs, or employ threats; 
and muft never feem terrified by their ap- 
pearance : when nothing is required from 
them, they will grant every thing. People 
Qught to have dy much command over their 
pafiions as to obfervethe flriftefl continence, 
and not to feek after their women. If they 
are jealous, they will beponie implacable ene- 
{nUs; if .they .are not, their condefcenfioa 
with Jf.egard itQ you, in this refpe<3:, placea 
tlmm^ too. much on a level, .aijd you lofe in 

their 
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itlieir eyes that ufeful fuperiority by whiclSi 
Ibey were at firft dazzled. Though this 
paflion fliould not be general, there are al- 
ways fome individuals tormented by it; and 
tt is juftly obferved that the nations leaft 
irubje(St to it arc the moft difTolute in their 
manners, and the fartheft removed from na- 
ture. ' 

To make onc?s fetf know^n to the favages 
tvith advantage, fuperiority of ftrength muft 
be th6 laft thing which you avail yburfcif 
of; for it is not natural for maiikind to be 
fufpicious of thofe whom they do not fear. 
However, in following thefe precautions, 
people ought to preferve a catm and ferene 
air; and, vvhen they travel among them, never 
fo employ their arms, or Ihew the ufe of 
themi but in order to render them a fervice, 
cither by procuring thein game; or de* 
ilroying fuch fetocidus animals as are enc^* 
mies to their flocks. After this you may 
quit a horde in perfect fecurity, certain 
of leaving regrcft hthihd you i Md gratitude 
will continuilly reed yofu to thek remcm** 
brance. Many among them .will fepaftitit 
frpni yoii with rcluftance;' they v^lfl qiiit 
thciT' (iottipanicniis « to '-dcc6ihpatty you ; ana 
' ' will 
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V^ill condud you to another horde, among 
whom, from the favourable tcflitnony given 
of you by your guides^ you may be affured 
of finding the fame love^ the fame defire to 
ferve you, the fame entertainments, and all 
that hofpitable care v^rhich always proceeds 
from confidence* With thefe peaceful prin- 
ciples £0 agreeable to my difpofition, I tra- 
yerfed a fmall part of an immenfe quarter 
of the globe; and I might have tri^verfed 
the whole of Africa in the fame manner^ 
had I not been ftopped by infurmountable 
obftacles, which all my zeal could not over- 
come, and which it would be ufelefs to givtf 
an account of here. 

It was alfo from thefe -maxims that I was 
every day more and more convinced that a 
traveller cannot aflbciate any one v/ith him 
in fuch an cnterprife, without running the 

A 

rifque of rendering it abortive. I was certain 
of my own manner of viewing dangers, and 
of the means I had to guard againft them. 
Surrounded by people and friends equal in 
power, in. perilous fituatidns, I could not have 
flattered myfelf with the hopes of inducing 
them all to follow my opinion ; the foolifli 
obftinacy of one might have occafioried the 
Vol. II, ' K. deftrudlion 
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dcftrudion of all: but, if I deceived myfelf, 
I had only 19- reproach my own judgment. 

The Hottentots are reprefented as a mi- 
fcfable and poor nation, fuperftitious, feroci- 
ous, and indolent, and exceffively dirty ; in a 
word, they are vilified in every poffiblc man- 
ner. Were there in thefe affertions even 
one that approached truth, it would be bet- 
ter, in order to fupprefs extravagant cxagge* 
ration, to adhere fimply to the tales, already 
fo abfurd, of thofe tirefome planters, who 
always delight in deceiving a ftranger by 
things which the latter hopes to receive in- 
ftrutftion from, whilft liftening to them. 
People ought to fpeak from their own expe- 
rience, and advance nothing more than what 
they have/cen. Had thefe maxims been ad- 
hered to in fuch a work as that of Dodlor 
Sparmann, for example — ^ work valuable in 
more refpedls than one — interefting obferva- 
tions, well written, would not have been in- 
undated with a deluge of very apocryphal 
relations of hunting lions, elephants, &c. ; 
each more improbable and ridiculous than 
another. He would not then have fpokea 
of a licorn, delineated perhaps by a planter 
upon fome uninhabited rock ; and he would 

4 not 
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hdt h^ve aligned a fquare inflead of a round 
form to the huts of the CafFres whom he 
never vifited. I muft allow^ in favour of this 
learned man» that his candour and probity 
made him confider every thing as inconteiU 
able^ the moment it was certified to him by 
any of the planters, John Kock, particu* 
larly^ whom he calls the moil ficcurate and 
judiciQus obferver he ever knewj undoubt-> 
edly never expected that exceflive praife 
which he has lavifhed upon him» while the 
inhabitants of the whole town and colony 
refute them^ and do not hefitate> on ac^ 
count of thefe errors only^ to rank next to 
Kolben's a book which would have been 
highly ufeful, had the author confined him- 
felf to fuch objeds as were familiar to him. 

I pay rcfpeft to truth when I find it in 
Dr. Sparmann; apd I lay to the charge of 
his obferver thofe falfehoods which difguft 
inc : but when either the one or the other 
aflures us " that he never faw the favages 
•< wfpe or clean their Ikin ; that, to fcour 
*' their hands, they rub them with cow 
•* dung ; that they rub alfo their arms with 
** it^ as far as, the fhoulders ; that this unc- 
*' tion, which is not neceflary, is intended 

K 2 " merely 
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merely for ornament; and that the duft 
and the dirt mixing with their greafy oint- 
** raent, and the fweat of their bodies, ad- 
" here to the fkin, and continually cor- 
*' rode it, &c/' — and when Do<9tor Spar- 
mann afterwards confefTes that he never faw 
thefe favages wipe themfelves, or clean their 
jkin — I find his manner of reafoning very 
weak, and his logic equally falfe: for if I 
(hould, in my turn, atteft that I never faw 
cow dung ufed by the Hottentots as an orr 
nament; that I never obferved their fkin 
corroded by fweat, ointments, and filth — this 
negative affertion would neither perfuade any 
one, nor elucidate the queflion. 

It cannot be denied that all thefe favages, 
without exception, men, women, and chiU 
dren, are excellent fwimmers, and perhaps 
the befl divers in the world. What conclu- 
fion ought we to draw from what I have re« 
lated refpeding the women, whom I fur- 
prifed while bathing and diving like fifhes ; 
but that practice, which they ufe fcveral 
times a day, neceffarily leads them to a fpe- 
cies of cleanlinefs, which leaves little power 
to ointments, or even to duf^, to fpoil and 
corrode the Ikin ? 

The 
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The continual care and attention beftowed 
by the Qonaquas on their drefs, fufficiently 
prove that they arc fond of cleanlinefs: all, 
therefore, that can be faid, is, that it is ill 
underftood; and, even before we proceed fo 
far, it might be neceffary to enquire whe- 
ther they are not obliged to bougbou them-* 
felves in this manner, either on account 
of the temperature of the climate, or from 
a want of thofe refburces which nature 
has not pointed out to them. Their clothes, 
indeed, are only the fpoils taken from fa« 
vage animals ; but, as I have already (hewn, 
they do not negled, as fome have pretended, 
to clean and prepare them before they em- 
ploy them for making drefles. 

A Hottentot is neither poor nor miferable^ 
He is not poor, becaufe his defires never ex- 
ceeding his knowledge, which is very li- 
mited, he never feels the fpur of neceflity. 
Mifery is a point of comparifon of which he 
hzs no conception : a complete uniformity, 
and the fame refources, renderipg the lot of all 
perfedlly equal, when abundance prevails, they 
are all happy, and in times of fcarcity they are 
all in the like manner expofed to w^nt. The 
diiguAing contrail of riches mounted on a 

K 3 golden 
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golden caf, and mifery dragging its rags 
along in the diftj can never pain their 
hearts : this is an idea which they do not 
comprehend. The fight of indigence trod 
under foot, that punifliment of companion- 
ate fouls, never appears to their eyes under a 
thoufand melancholy Ihapes. This morti-^ 
iication man in a ftate of nature never ex^ 
periences; and if man in a ftate of civili- 
j5ation becomes acciiflotned to it in time, 
and if he attains to fuch a degree of apathy 
as to confider that inequality of rank, fb 
Shocking and fo fatal, as the beft ftate, he is 
no longer an avowed child of Nature ; ihe 
difowns and reje(fls him, afhamed of her 
own works, Nvhich difgrace her hands. 

After having fo long interrupted the threa4 
of my narration, to eftabliih fome certain 
notions rcfpedting thefe Hottentots, hitherto 
too little known, fomething- would be ftill 
wanting to the information I have given, did 
I not fpeak of a particular fpecies or caft, 
which may be called the compofite^ and 
which is not older than a century. I do 
not know that any traveller has mentioned 
^hem. This new fpecies will one day efface 
|]ie ancient^ and the eppch of their power 

will 
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will doubtlcfs occafion great changes in the 
colony, and accelerate its ruin. The multi* 
plication of thefe individuals, who may be- 
come infinite, ought to alarm the Dutch 
government ; but at prefent it feems to be 
afleep, and to be under very little uneafineft 
concerning the fatal confequences of its in- 
jdolence.- 

I here mean thofe natural children pro- 
duced by the intercourfe of the white men 
with the Hettentot women, and of thefe 
women with the negroes. At the Cape 
they are generally named baftirs. This de- 
nomination, however, more peculiarly bcr 
Iqngs to the former, becaufe the fecond arf 
much lefs numerous ; as the Hottentot wo- 
men do not eafily yield to the embraces of 
the negroes, for whom they entertain a kind 
of contempt; on account, as they fay, of fuf|- 
fering themfelves to be fold like beads; 
while, on the other hand, they think them- 
felves honoured by having commerce with 
the whites, and by being ftyled their mif- 
treffes. It is the race arifing from thefe 
latter unions that is continually gaining 
ground, and multiplying confiderably every 
day : they are free, like the Hottentots, but 

K 4 they 
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they imagine thcmfelves fupcrior to themf 
though they are defpifed at the Cape, wherQ 
it is not even ufual to baptife them* The 
charadter of thefe people partakes more of 
that of an European than of a Hottentot ; 
they havp more courage and more activity 
than the latter^ and lahpur never difcourage$ 
them 3 but, being more impetuous and moro 
enterpriiing^ they 9r^ alfo piore milphievous 
and wicked. It is not uncommon to fee 
them aiTaffinate their mailers, to whom they 
have fold their fervices ; and it is they, ra« 
ther than the negroes, who appear foremoft 
in devifing adts of treachery, which they 
commit every day in the plantations. The 
Hottentot, too mild, and too void of pailiohs^ 
to enter into atrocious enterprifes, would 
not have fufficient ftrength to carry them 
into execution : the moft cruel treatment is 
not even capable of infpiring him with an 
idea of this kind. In a word, the planter 
who has Hottentots only in his fervice may 
fleep foundly, a^ured that he will foon be in- 
formed of da:ng.er, fhould any threaten him. 
Thefe hajiard whites are robuft and well 
lade 3 their ikin is of a clearer yellow than 
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that of the Hottentots^ and has the colour of 
dried lemon peel : it is very difagreeable to 
the fight. Their hair is black, much longer, 
and lefs frizzled. Intercourfe with women 
of this new breed, as may naturally be fup-r 
pofed, produces a fpecies ftill whiter, whole 
hair is alfo much lefs frizzled ; and though, 
by thus proceeding gradually, there is at 
length no feniible difference between them 
and theEuropeans in their hair and the white-r 
nefs of their ikin,, the prominence of th9 
cheek bones is flill remarkable. This is one 
indelible charaderiflic, which may be ob- 
ferved even after the fourth generatiofi. 

The union of the Hottentot womeix with 
the negroes, gives birth to a race ftill fupe« 
rior to thofe of whon) I have Ipoken. They 
are much taller and better made, and their 
figure is more agreeable and engaging. Their 
colour, which holds a mean between the 
black of the father and the olive tint of the 
mother, is much lefs ofFenlive to the fight ; 
their moral and phyfical qualities are alfo 
very different. They are much fpught after, 
on account of their being capable of great 
labour ; but what above all renders them of 
jh? higheft value is, that to much adivity, 

without 
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without turbulence, they join a fidelity that 
never betrays^ atid which does not fall to the 
lot of any baflard white. Unluckily this 
race are not very numerous, on account of 
the diffifculty of uniting the Hottentot wo- 
men with the negroes, whom they defpife. 

It would have been highly advantageous 
to the public, as well as to the private intereft 
<)f the planter^, to have long ago excited go- 
vernment to encourage the propagation of 
this fpecies ; the facrifice made would not 
have been burthenfome, and the expences and 
money advanced would have been returned 
an hundred fold/ 

We no longer live in thofe ages of facred 
igfiorance, when all people who were black 
were accounted ^ anthropophagi. The Spa- 
niards themfelves do not now believe, as in 
the time of their barbarous incurfions into 
Peru, that a pure foul cannot exifl but in a 
white body. Travellers, and above all found 
philofophy, teach us that an ugly covering 
may conceal a valuable diamond. Among 
the various negro nations that inhabit the 
weflern coafls of Africa, feme are diflinguifh- 
ed by a more foclal difpofition than others, 
by nobler inclinations, .by greater activity, 

and 
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find more aptitude for knowledge ; and it is 
this race who ought to have been preferred^ 
in order to fpread them among the colonies^ 
by granting them every freedom. The 
planters would have favoured, as much as 
they could, the union of thcfe ftrangers with 
the Hottentot women; the latter, feeing 
them free, would not have defpifed them, 
and would have ibon been familiarifed with 
tt^mi and thus would have arlfen a ge- 
ueratton of men, who, uniting to the mild 
and peaceable temper of their mothers the • 
effential qualities of the beft negroes of Gui- 
nea, would have deftroyed as ufelefs, and 
even dangerous, the cruel chains of flavery 
in all this part of Africa. 

But thefe means, fo eafy and fo natural, 
the execution of* which fome time ago 
would not have met with any obftacle, will 
never be employed. At prefent it is too 
late to make any attempt of this kind ; the 
turbulent race of the baftard whites are too 
numerous, and it may be eafily forefcen that 
they will one day be predominant at the 
Cape. ^ 

Befides, though this projeft were flill 
ora^icable, the delire and good ipteations of 

the 
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theDutchEaft-India Company would be ren- 
dered of no avail by various obftacles. Scru- 
puloufly exaft in all their engagements, we 
know that they fhew a generofity which, for 
their own honour and profperlty, all commer- 
cial aflfociations ought to affume as a model. 
There is no doubt but they would, without 
hefitation, make every facrifice neceffary for 
the execution of this excellent plan, fb well 
calculated to immortalize them ; but a ra- 
dical fault, the fault of the government, 
muft ever oppofe it, Itwould be requifite, 
in the firft place, to expel all the inhabitants 
of the Cape and of the colonies, or at leafl: 
to reform their minds, in order to deftroy 
thofe ridiculous and antipatriotic prejudices 
.which they afFe<9: to entertain, 
/ Government fufFers, becaufe it is not pof^ 
fible to check the progrefs of the evil, thefc 
planters, fo proud of their colour, and who 
are diftinguiflied by no perfonal merit from 
their flaves— it fufFers, I fay, thefe ignorant 
peafants, proud of a moderate fortune which 
they have not given themfelves the trouble, 
to acquire by their induftrj, to defpife and 
treat with contempt thofe men, who, having 
deferved well of the Company by the fer* 

vices 
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vices they have performed, either as foldiers 
or Tailors, eftabliih themfelves ar the Cape 
in virtue of a permiflion granted them by 
government ; fo that the meaneft and moft 
worthlefs of the planters always confider a 
ikilful failor, or brave foldier, as a being ia 
fome manner degraded, and unworthy of 
being conneded with them by marriage : 
and even the daughter of fuch a planter, 
educated in the fame principles, would rather 
pcrifli in mifery, than become the companion 
for life of one of thefe defenders of their 
country. 

In fuch circumftances, a brave failor or 
foldier, fubje<^ed like all other men to the 
wants and imperious laws of nature, more 
powerful ftill in warm than in temperate 
climates, being unable to afTociate himfelf 
with a white woman who would render him 
happy, has no other refource but to unite 
with a female Hottentot. Hence proceeds 
that immenfe number of baftard whites, who 
at prefent fwarm all over the colonies. The 
turbulent blood of the Europeans circulates 
and ferments in their veins; and diftur- 
bances may every moment refult from it, 
which the planters, too widely diiperfed to 

unite 
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unite fbon enough, will neither h^ve leifiire 
nor power to prevent. 

This baftard race Is eflimated at a fixth 
of the number of all the Hottentots in the 
colonies ; and the origin of this mixture is 
only as old as the eftablifliment of the Dutch 
at the Cape, that is to fay, an hundred and 
thirty-fix years. It may be readily prefumed 
that, when the communication between the 
white men and the Hottentot women was 
firft eftablifhed, it wa§ neither fo eafy nor fb 
general as at prefent : and, on the other hand^ 
the population of the colony did not apaount, 
as it does.now, to eighty thoufand white peo- 
ple. This obfervation alone may be fufficient 
to give an idea of the a£lual progreffion of 
both. The Hottentot race fubjeft to the colo- 
nies deviates more and more every day from 
its chara<^er and origin : they become cor- 
rupted and confounded by a mixture pf the 
blacks and the whites ; and, as this degene- 
ration accelerates, their diftinguiftiing marks 
will in time difappear altogether. The 
phlegmatic and cold conftitution of the Hot- 
tentots fufBciently checks the projgrefs of 
population already • whilft the f^e caufe in 
the women has a contrary efFedt/and renders 

them 
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them very prolific. The Hottentot women 
have at moft three or four children by their 
hufbands 1 by negroes they triple that num- 
ber; and bring forth Aill more to the 
whites^ 

If the baftard whites are naturally wicked ; 
if they are daring, revengeful, enterprifing, 
and perfidious— is it becaufe they are the ofl^ 
fpring of a white man and a Hottentot wo«- 
man, and becaufe the children bear a greater 
refemblance to the father than to the mo- 
ther ? This prefumption, however mortify- 
ing it may be for our fpccies, cannot be con- 
troverted. If it happen, which is very rare, 
that a white woman has connexion with a 
Hottentot, the fruit of their intercourfe al*- 
Ways retains the good difpofition, and the 
mild and beneficent temper, of the father* 
Thefe inftances, I muft repeat, are very un- 
common. In love affairs at the Cape, as in 
Europe, the women (hew more modefty, de- 
licacy, and referve than the men : the latter^ 
on the contrary, never hefitate to gratify 
their appetite, whoever the obje£t of it may 
be ; and the dangers that thence refult are 
not the fame to both fcxes : but the baftards 
of the white men and Hottentot women 

have 
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have in them the feeds of every vicej and d£ 

every irregularity* 

Such^ in general, is the information which 
I acquired myfelf, by living among the Hot-* 
ten tots. But I fhall flop here, left I fatigue 
the reader's patience by thefe dry details ; and 
return to them only when I may have an op- 
portunity of mentioning them without bebg 
tedious in my relation of the different events 
of my journey. 

As I propofed to pafs a confiderable time 
in Africa, my firfl care was to ftudy the 
language of the inhabitants; and I indeed 
Succeeded beyond expeftation. The lan- 
guage of thefe people being very poor, has 
no occafion for words to exprefs abftraf): and 
metaphyfical ideas ; it is fufceptible of no 
ornament. Though it has neither elegant 
phrafes nor a corredl fyntax, . its difficulties 
are no lefs infurmountable to thofe who are 
deftitute of genius and patience. I have 
however been too well rewarded for the pains 
I beftowed on this part of my labours, by the 
pleafure I enjoyed of being able to converfc 
freely with thefe people, ever to regret that 
I added a knowledge of this fingulsfr diale^ 
to that of feveral other languages which have 

been 
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been the principal obje& of the very fevcrc 
education I received. 

The Hottentot language has no refemblance, 
as feveral ancient authors pretendi ^' to the 
" gabbling of turkeys when they fight, to 
** the cry of the magpye, or the fcreaming 
** of an owl ;*' much lefs do its founds imi^ 
tate the cry of the bat, according to Pliny 
and Herodotus : to judge that it cannot re- 
femble all thefe things at the fame time, we . 
need only compare with one another all its 
different aflimtlations. It is equally falfe, 
that, to hear Hottentots converfing together, 
one would take them for a company of ftam- 
merers. From all thefe afiertions, which 
are abfolurcly contradidory and deftroy each 
other, we are naturally led to think that no 
traveller, who has fpoken of the Hottentot 
language,, has fo carefully ftudied it as to 
give a clear and precife idea of it ; and con- 
fequently, without enquiring into the caufes 
of their profound ignorance, I may affert 
that they have been as really deceived thpm- 
felves as they have deceived others. 

Thi| language, notwithftanding its fingu- 
larity, and the difficulty of pronouncing it. 

Vol. 11. L is 
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is not fo difcouragitig as it at firft appears* 
It may be learnt by perfcverance ; I have 
known planters who fpoke it fluently, and I 
myfelfwas able to make myfelf underftood 
in a fliort time. It is, however, in general, 
very difficult for every European ; tut more 
fo for a Frenchman than for a Dutchman, a 
German, &c. efpecially as the «, the A, and 
the g are pronounced in the fame manner as 
in the languages of the two latter ; that is 
to fay, the «, on j and the other two letters 
bjf expirations, for which the throat of a 
Frenchman is not formed^ and which he 
catches with great difficulty. 

Of all the vocabularies hitherto publiflied 
in different works, there is none by which .a 
iingle word can be comprehended. It would 
be in vain to attempt to ufe them, for one 
never could be underftood ; and a Hottentot 
would never fufpe£t that he heard his own 
language. It would appear as if the au- 
thors of thefe vocabularies had purpofely 
fupprefled the only mark which often forms 
the whole fignification of the words ; for 
they have made no mention of different 
clappings with the tongue, which are indif- 

penfable 
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pchfabld figns that precede or feparate the 
words, and without which they would hare 
no clear or prccife meatiing* 

Thefe clappings are of three kirids^ all 
very different from each other* The firft, 
which I fliall diftinguifli by this mark (a)^ 
thelimpleft> foftefti eafieft to be executed^ 
and that which is raoft ufed^ is performed 
by preffing the tongue to the palate, againft 
the incifive teeth, while the mouth is fhut j 
then, by quickly detaching the tongue, and 
opening the mouth at the fame time, this 
clapping is heard ; 'which is nothing elfe 
than that fmall noife, very familiar to us^ 
when^ haraffed by a tirefonae perfon, we 
wiih to (hewi without fpeaking, that We 
have loft all patience. 

The fecond clapping (y) is more fonoroua 
than the firft. It is . fufficient^ in order to 
form it, to detach the tongue from the mid- 
dle of the palate^ and to imitate the noife 
tvhich grooms enqploy to make a . horfe go 
fafter. In this cafe no force is neceffary, but 
{imply to detach the tongue v and the found 
is produced of itfelf. Were the found top 
diflina, it would be impoffihle, or at leaft 

L a very 



t48 TRAVELS I^ 

very difficult,' to join it as it ought to the 
firft lyUabk of the word that muft follow it. 
Greater force rnuft be given to the third 
kind of clapping (A), which is pronounced 
with more energy, and is heird moje dif^ 
tinAly. It is the lead ufed, and appears to 
be the moft difficult ; for it requires great 
care and attention to adapt it properly to the 
word that precedes it, as it is performed by 
a lingular contradlion of the tongue, which 
is drawn back to the extremity of the palate 
near the throat. It may be readily con- 
ceived, that, after this contradion of the 
tongue, toniiderable force is employed to 
pu(h it towards the lips, and to articulate 
the words that muft follow it, without any 
appearance of reft or interruption. 

Thefe different clappings have alfo a dif^ 
ferent modulation, and may be more or lefs 
difficult to be executed, according to the let- 
ter or fyllable which they ftrike, and with 
which, as I have already faid, they muft be 
united, not to pervert the fenfe. In this the 
ftrength of the pronunciation of the language 
may be faid to coniift. 

All thefe dtf^reuces appear very liarfh to 

the 
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th« ear of *n European » and very diiBcult to 
be acquired. Such indeed they appealed to 
nne at ^tft, but one foori becomes accuftonied 
to them ; and I can affert that thik language, 
upon the,whole> ib not ^eftitute of harmony, 
and that ih the mouth of a Hottentot woman 
it has its charms^ as the German has its 
beauties in that of an amiable Saxon lady. 

I am of opinion that, if people ihould at- 
tempt to ftudy this language from the voca- 
bularies hitherto publiflied, and to fpeak it 
without being otherwife inftrufted in its prin- 
ciples, tkey would lofe themfelves in words 
void of fenfe, and the refult would be nothing 
plfe but coi^fufiontrr-a difgufting chaos, in 
svhlch the haraffed imagination would find 
only ridlpulous abfurdity. 

There are a few words indeed which may 
be employed withput this dapping of the 
tongue, bpt fuch exceptions are very rare. 

To prove how neceffary thefe diffcreni: 
founds produced by the tongue are to (hew 
the fignification of the words, and how tjiey 
determine the fynonimes and diflPeren^ mejin- 
ings, 1 (hall give an example, as it FJU ren- 
der this fubjea much ealier to be eoaipre- 
bended. In the Hottentot language aJfi fig- 
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ptifies a horfe and aa arrow ; it is alfq th^e namp 
of a x;iyer : the difference alone in .the clapping 
of the tongue determines the prccife idea 
which it is meant to cqnve/. Pronounced 
limply^ without any coUifioiif it fignifies a 
borfe ; with the fecond clappings pi which I 
have fpoke»| it fignifies a river \ arjd, with 
the third, it fignifies an arrow. In the like 
jcnanner I^^ou ip is 9 rock ; fy-ofi ip^ the name 
of the buftard ; ^-ka ip^ that of a venomous 
ferpent; and hrka ipy a kind of African ante- 
lop?. 

Befides thefe. three kiiids of clappiogf which, 
as may be eafily feen, are indifpenfably necef- 
fary, certain parts of fome ^yords are nothing 
<&1^ but ^und$ formed in the throat; but it 
is impoflible to defcribe them, and they can 
be impript^d in the rperppry only by long 
ptadkice* I ihall diftinguiih them by a finall 
ctofs placed pver the letfer where they are to 
))e ufed. 

To b^ njore fcrupuloufjy exad, I mwft 
add, that one word often has two different 
Significations, by the brevity qr weak found 
of one of its vowels. 

•From what I have faid, it may be eafily 
fcen how difficult it would be to write this 

i „ ' — • • V I ■ • ■; ' ■ • . • ' i 

language 



AFRICA. 151 

langu^age in fuch a manner as to be read and 
pronounced with that precifion which is ne-- 
ceffary. It woui^^firft of all be requifite to 
form a particular alphabet for it ; and to ac- 
cuftom onefelf to thefe clappings, would be • 
the principal ftep towards fuccefs. But as the 
ftudy of this language will never form a part 
of the education of our young men of fortune, 
who have no delire for being fent fo far to 
learn how to behave in polite company ; and . 
as, on the other hand, it would be of no uti- 
lity to fatigue the reader by a tirefome dic- 
tionary, which he would not read; I fhall 
fupprefs it, and for the fatisfaftion of the cu- 
rious give a few words only which concern 
natural hiftory. • 

Should any naturalift be defirous of travel- 
ling through the fame country, it would be 
of great advantage to him to be able to name 
to the Hottentots any animal, or other ob— 
jeft, which he might wilh to procure. An 
exaft vocabulary of thofe things which might 
principally engage his attention, would un- 
doubtedly be found ufeful to him, and* can- 
jiot even here difpleafe-any one. I (hould have 
thought myfelf very happy had any traveller 
l^efore me fmoothed the firft difficulties of 

L4 tbi* 
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this language; for a dldionary of it would 
have rendered the comniencement of my re* 
fearches lefs difgufting and lefs laborious. I 
therefore confider it as a part of my duty tQ 
prefent here what I fo much wiflied for my- 
felff and to fubjoin the primitive names of 
the greater part of the animals of Afrjca, fucK 
as they have always been known and diftin-* 
gui(hed by the Hottentots of the defarts. I 
have added al(b thofe given them by the 
planters at the Cape of Good Hope. 

It muft be obferved that the Hottentots of 
the colonies, having in part forgotten their 
language, disfigure what remains by a mix* 
ture of corrupted Dutch ; {o that, without men- 
tioning oth^ inconveniences which thepce 
arife, animals change their names, or have 
feveral different ones, according to the dif- 
ferent cantons or colonies where they are 
jfouud. This produces a confufion very diffi- 
cult to be cleared up, and is one reafpn fQt 
preferring the nomenclature of the natives^ 
whofe language, always the iame, is fecured 
from experiencing any change or variation. 
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EngTtfh Names, 



The Elephant 
Hie Rhinoceros 
The Hippopotamus 
The Giraffe 
The Buffalo > 
The Pafan 
The Koedoe 

The Bubale 
The Zebra 
The Quaga 



The Hare 

A Marmot 
the Wfld Boar 
The Ant Bear. 
The Porcupine 
ADog '. 

Bogs : 

A Rat 
A Bat 
A Lion 
A Tiger 

A Tiffer Cat 
The Hyaena- 
The Wld Dog 
The Jackal ! 
The Horfe 
ABuU . 
A G>^ 
An Ox 
A Sheep 
A Goat 
A She-Goat 
A Bird 
The Buftard 
The Frendi Field 
Duck - 

A Pheafant 

A Martin 

A Partridge 
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Duicb Names. 

Oliphant 

Renofter 

Zee-Koe 

Kameel-Paei'd 

Beuffle 

Gems-Bock 
Coudoe 

Harte-Becft 
Welde-Paerd • 
Qi^ga, or Welde 
ilzel 

Haaze 

Das 

Weldc-Varkc 

Erd-Varke 

Yzer-Varke 

Hond 

Honden 

Rott 

Vlcer-Muyfe 

Leuw 

Tyger 

Tyger-Kat 

W(3f 

Welde-Hond 

Jakds 

Pacrd 

BeuU 

Koc- 

Ofs 

Schaap 

Bock 

Gytt 

Voogtl 

Trap-Gans 

Kor-Haaa^ 

Fefant 

Welde Swaluw 

< . • 

Patrys 
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Mottaam Names. 

A — Goap 

V— Nabap 
V — Kaous 
A — Na-ip 
A — Ka-oop 
A — Kaip . 
V — Koudouy or 

Gaip 
A— Kamap 
V — Kouai*ep 
v-Nou v-Kouarep 

+ 
A— -On^amp 

4- 
V— Ka oump 

V KoUrGoop 

A — Goup 

V — Nou ap 

A— Harip 

A — Harina 

Douroup 

A— Nouga-Bourpup 

Gamma 

Garou-Gamma 

A — Ou amp 
A— Hirop 
A — Goup 
A — ^Dirip 
Aap 

K^ramap 
Goumas 
Goumap 

GrOOU 

Bn-i 

Tarar6 bris 
'A-— Kanip 
A — Ou ip 
A — Haragap 

Koa Koa, or "V— 

Kabos 
A — O-atfi A— nam- 

bro 
A— Ouri-Kinas 

AQuail 
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BngR/h Names. 

AQuaO 
A Sparrqw 
A Vulture 

AWildGoofe 

Mountain Duck 
The Fhenicopteros 
A Turtle Dove 
A Mountain 

A Rock 

A River 
A Fountain 
The Sea 
A Tree 
A Waggon 
A Flower 
Milk 
Water 
Flefh 
Fi(h 

A Spider 
A Cameleon 
A Butterfly 

Three different 
kinds of Antelope 

A Fly 
A Serpent 
A Tortoife 
A Toad 
The Guana 
A Fufee 
An Arrqw 
A Bow 
An Aflagay 
An European 
A Negro 

A Hottentot man 

A Hottentot wo- 



Dutch Names ^ 






Kwartel 

Mofs 

Aas-Voogcl 

Welde-Gans 

Berg-Eend 
Flamingo 
Tortel-Duyf 
Berg 

Klep 

Rivicr 

Fontyn 

Ztt 

Boom 

Waag^ 

Blom 

Melck 

Waater 

Vlcefch 

Vis 

Spen 

Kapelle 

Ree Bock 



I Duyker 
L Steen-Bock 

Slang 

Schil-Pad 

Fade 

Egouane 

Snaphan 

Peyl 

Boog 

Sagaye 

Europeea 

Swarte-Jong 

Hottentot 

Hottentoten 



1 HgHetiioi Noma. 

A — Kabip 
V— Kabari 
A — Gha ip 

+ 
Gaamp • 

A-Klaro hei gaamp 
A — Gaorip 
A — ^Neis 
A — Gumma 
A— Quip 
. A — Kanp 
V— Aap 
A — ^Aaup 
Hourip 
Haip 
Kouri-u> 
A — Nanna 
Deip 

V — Kama 
V — Gaaus 
A — Ko oup 
A — Hous 

IV — Karou-Koup 
Tabou Tabou 

+ 
Gnioop 

+ 

A— A oump . 

A—- Harip 

A— Dinap 

A — Kanou-Goup 

A — Ouna . 

V — Oorokoop 

V — ^Nafeep. 

A— Kabooup 
I A — ^Aap 
' Kgaap 

A — ^Aure-Koop 

V — Oree-Goep 

Kabop 

+ + 
Khoi^-Khoep 

+ 
Tarare-Khoes 

From 
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From wh&t.I bav:e.fftid of the maaners and 
iimplicity of this nation^ one may be eafily 
jTonvinced that (heir language is poor, and 
that before the arrival of the Europe^s it 
muft have been ftill poorer. The latter in- 
troduced ^ew objedls, to which it was necefr 
fary to give qames ; and on thi$ account the 
Hottentots of the. cplonies have e^cpr^flion* 
neither ufed npr un4erilood by the favage 
Hottentots, ; to whom the greater part of 
thefe obj^(fts are unknown. 

However this may be, there is ajvy^ayis iii 
this language a great affinity ^ betwee|i the 
^ing and the word by which it is diftin- 
guiflied. For exampl^, ;hey call a fufep 
A'ka^booup I and, by th^ manner in which 
it ought to be prpnoupced, the clapping of 
(he tongue, and the firft fyllable A-^ka, imitate 
the noife of the cock when it falls, and that 
of the opening of the pan ; in fliort, the 
word booup conveys,^ in a ftf iking planner, an 
idea of the explofipn or report. In general 
the Hottentot langyiage \s very expreffivc ; 
^nd as thefe people, when they fpeak, always 
geniculate, andi reprefent in pantomime what- 
ever they fay, a fuperficial knowledge of 
; ' their 
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their idiom is fufficient to enable one eafily 
to comprehend the moft important things. 

Three weeks had now elapfed fince the 
departure of my envoys j but I was not the 
firft to form any refledions on the caufe of 
their delay: I always kept. my uneafinefs to 
tnyielf, not wifhing to occafion 4Dy to thoifc 
around me; for, by not concealing my fui^ 
piciohs, I ihould only have fupplied thera 
with arms to deftroy my proje6te^ They 
could not, without fadnefs, think on my de- 
termined refolution of penetrating into Caf- 
fraria. I fqme times furprifcd my people dif- 
courfing on this fubjed:, and mpre qr jlefs 
murmuring againft ;their mafterj but at bot- 
tom they were flill attached to me, and it\ 
their converfation I was the principal pbjedt 
of their agitation and fear. They did not 
hefitate to call me a ra(h man, who, appa« 
retitly caring v^ry littl? for his life, obfti- 
nately wiflicd to make them fharers. witlj 
him in a moft melancholy fate, by conduft- 
ing them to deflruftion. I had too much 
reafon to apprehend that they had all agreed 
to quit me, in cafe I (hould perfift in my re- 
folutions; and I judged that nothing embar- 
rafltd them but the manner of executing 

7 % (heii: 
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their plot. I however difcovered, that of 
twehty-five confpirators there were oot two 
who concurred in opinion : thofe whom I 
had engaged in my fervicc in the courfe of 
my journey, faw no great difficulties in this 
fecret departuire; but thofe whom I had en*- 
gaged at the honfe of Mr. Mulder^ in the 
country of Auteniqua, and at the Cape un- 
der the aufpic^s of the fifcal, doubted much^ 
whether they (hould return or not to the 
town. In a word, they could neither agree 
among themfelves, nor form any refolution. 

They tccufed me of having facrificed the 
envoys ; and indeed it muft be owned that 
their long abfence appeared extraordinary. 
From what Hans told me, three or four days 
at mod were fufficient for them to go to the 
refidence of king Pharoo; and allowing as 
many for them to ftay there, and the fame 
number to return, I found, by this plain cal- 
culation, that more thaii double the time 
neccflary for the journey had already elapfed. 
I therefore began to imagine thatr feme acci- 
dent had befallen them, or that the fufpicions 
of the CafFres had proved fatal to thefe un- 
happy people. I did not however lofe all 
hopes of feeing them ajgain ; but I remained 

wavering 
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wavering in uncertainty, neither kno^itfg 
what to think nor what orders to give to the 
reft of my troop/ to put an end to their dif« 
putes and uneafinefs. My brave Klaas wad 
of opinion that we ought fiill to wait» ^nd to 
fuffer fuch of my mutinous attendants zt 
ihewed moft impatience and ill humour t9 
depart when they thought proper*. 

In the mean time I aflumed an air of traif*^ 
quillity, and continued my hunting excur^ 
iions as ufual } but a fecret impulfe condud:- 
ed me, as it were mechanically, to that quar« 
ter in which I hoped to fee my deputies ar- 
rive. In the evening^ being quite dejeded 
becaufe they had not appeared, I returned to 
my camp, in order to recommence the fame 
ufelefs and melancholy walk next mornings 
Irhus do we fport with the imagination, when 
we are in hopes of finding the obje£t that 
We ardently wiih for. 

One evening at length Klaas came^ and 
fliut himfelf up with me in my tent, in order 
to give the finiftiing ftrojce to my .uneafinefs^ 
by informing me that he had loft every hope, 
and that Hans, and his companions were 
without doubt affaflinated; that the fufces, 
ammunition, and arms. which they carried 

along 
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along with them had tempted the Ca£Fresi 
and that this was fofiicient to induce that 
nation, then at war ^ in want 0/ every. thing 
ufeful for their defence, and particularly iron^ 
to commit murder : and he advifed me not 
to fatigue the reft of my troop any longer ; 
for, without their ailiftance, we (hould be able 
neither to advance nor to return* 

I was perfedlly fenfible of the force of this 
reafoning, dictated by the fincereft concern 
for my perlbn, and the fafety of my effects, 
which I fhould have been obliged to leave 
behind me for want of people to afiift me in 
tranfporting them. I was almofl on the 
point of giving way to the advice of Klaas, 
and of renouncing my folemn engagement of 
not quitting Rocks-Kraal, the only rendez- 
vous where thefe generous envoys could meet 
their maftcr, when we obferved at a diftance 
one of the four people who watched my 
cattle running towards my camp, feemingly 
alarmed and out of breath. Having told 
me that he had juft feen, on the other fide of 
the river, a confiderable body of CafFres who 
were preparing to crofs it, this information 
at firft ftruck a great terror into all my. at-., 
tendants ; while I alone, ftill flattered with 

the 
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the chimerical hopes of a|;ain feeing my 
people, turned the whole of my thoughts 
towards them. As the numerous band which 
had betrn announced to me did not corre-^ 
fpond with my expedfcations, and deftroyed 
the whole illufion, I difpatched four fufileers, 
tinder the command of Klaas^ to fearch for 
my oxen, and to bring them all to my camp> 
deiiring him, after he had performed thi$ 
fcrvice, to examine thefe ftrangers, without 
difcovering himfetf, to learn whether they 
were fo numerous as I had beeii taught to 
believe, and whether any thing fufpicloufr 
appeared in tbeir behaviour. I told him 
alfo to watch their motions, in order that he 
might be enabled to judge what was their 
intention ; and I befides flridtly enjoined him 
that, in cafe he met my envoys, he ifhould 
immediately inform me, by commanding hi& 
people to difcharge their fufeesf but, if the 
body fcen were CaiFrcs, to place himfelf in 
ambuih, and to difpatch one of his compa- 
nioltis to my camp, , Juft as he was depart- 
ing, the whole of my cattle arrived, with the 
three other keepers' j who, like their comrades^ 
had been ftruck with great terror. 
' As for me, I examined all my arms, and 

ordered 
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6r()eitd thenl to be loaded, though I had no 
intention of being the firft to commence hof- 
tilities : but, ias I propofed to wait refolutely 
fbr the enemy, I was determined alfo to make 
every refiftancc in my power; and it was 
proper that I fhould be prepared for fuch an 
event. 

I confefs that I was not free from uneafi^ 
nefs: not that I dreaded the event of a battle> 
for my arms gave me too much confidence 
in my fuperiOrity; but I fhould have been 
extremely forry to have been under the ne* 
^eflity of engaging before we had come to an 
explanation . By fuch a flep I fhould have 
ruined all my hopes: the pacific intentions 
which I had always profefled, and which 
alone could have entitled me to the privilege 
of traverfing all Caffraria in liberty^ being 
belied by fuch ads of hoftility, I fhould have 
been ranked with the planters^ thofe barba-* 
rous afTaffins of the favages^ and mufl have 
been confidered as an enemy whofe whole 
caravan deferved to be exterminated* 

Whilfl I was making all my preparations, 
my mind was agitated by a variety of reflec- 
tions ; from which I was however fuddenly 
freed, by a discharge that was a lignal of joy 

Vol. IL M to 
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^o my whole camp: after the orders I had 
given to Klaas, no doubt was entertained 
that he had fallen in with my meflengers* 
Notwithftanding this favourable appearance, 
my people were not yet entirely freed from 
their apprehenfions^ and I found it very diffi- 
cult to calm them entirely. The three keep- 
ers of my flocks, above dl, perfifted to af- 
firm, that in the whole troop of Caffres they 
had not obferved a Angle Hottentot; and thus 
fuddenly paffing from hope to fear, they 
wiihed to iniinuate, that the reports which 
had been heard were too evident fign« that 
an a^ion had taken place, and that Klaas wa» 
engaged with the enemy. 

At the turning of a little hill however, 
which was diftant about three hundred pace^ 
from us, I faw Klaas himfelf make his ap-» 
pearancc, but alone. By the help of my fpy-^ 
glafs I could perfed:ly diflinguiih his eafy 
carriage, and even the' features of his face, 
which feemed to announce nothing alarming; 
but I was more fully convinced when I per- 
ceived, fome minutes after, the whole troop 
advancing the fame way, in good order, to- 
wards the camp. My Hottentots, mixed 
with the Caifres, gave me reafon to conclude 

that 
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that they were in perfe<a harmony with one 
another; and, as they approached nearer, I 

■ 

diflinguiftied Hans. I then ordered all the 
arms to be laid afide, and bid my people ap-* 
pear as calm and ferene as poffible. 

I was very impatient to receive my depti-- 
ties, and to learn from their own mouths 
what rifques I could run for them and myfelf 
without danger. I did not however think 
proper to go to meet them, or to quit my 
fmall arfenal, until I had heard what thefe 
travellers had to relate. When the CaiFres 
found themfclves within throw of an aflagay, 
they all flopped; and Hans, quitting the troop, 
came ftraight towards me. In a few words 
he told me, that I was at liberty to purfue 
my journey into Caffraria; that I (hould be 
expofed to no rifque ; that I would be re- 
fpefted as a friend ; that the nation he had 
quitted invited me in the moft preffing man- 
ner not to put off the time any longer, and 
that they would receive me with pleafure ; 
that I might judge of their general intentions 
by the confidence which they fhewed, and 
by the liberty which feveral of them had 
taken to come and pay me a vifit ; that they 
offered me their friendfliip, and requefted 

M2 mine; 
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mine ; and, in a word, that they had quitted 
their own country on the afiurances made to 
them that I would give them a favourable » 
reception* 

With regard to the delay which had 
alarmed us fo much, Hans informed me that, 
when he arrived among the CafFres, he could 
not find king Pharoo, who had retired to the 
diftance of thirty leagues from the ufual 
place of his refidence : that after waiting 
fome time in hopes of feeing him return, 
fearing that he ihould not be able to accom- 
pliih the bufinefs for which he was fent, he 
had refolved to go in fearch of him ; but 
learning from a new horde that the chief 
had again fet out, and that no one knew 
what route he would jpurfue, or how long 
he would be abfent, he had defifted from 
this attempt* Some believed that the prince 
was gone towards the colonies ; and others 
that he intended to vifit the ^ambouchis, a 
nation bordering on CafFraria, with whom 
they carried on a trade for iron and arms* 
He added, that finding it impoflible to exe- 
cute my orders, and not knowing what 
courfe to purfue, he thought it would be 
beft to return, and bring back my two Hot- 
tentots i 
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lientots; but that^ from the favourable ac- 
counts which he had given of my charadler, 
and pacific difpoiition, feveral of the CafFres 
offered of their own accord to accompany 
him, and in their turn to come as a depu«- 
tation^ to aflure me of the general good« 
will which the whole' inhabitants bore to- 
wards me i and that, being fully convinced 
I was not a Dutch planter, they would re- 
ceive me as a friend, and even as a protestor. 
Thefe Caffres trufted that I would enable 
chem to be revenged qn a certain planter of 
Bruyntjes-Hoogte, againft whom they had 
difmal complaints to make, and whofe name 
alone infpired them with horror. 1 indeed 
afterwards received fome details re{jpe6king 
the life of this wretch, ^nd particular con- 
fiderations • prevent me from here expofmg 
his name ; but the crimes which have ren- 
dered him a monfter are not unknown to 
any inhabitant of the. Cape. In vain has 
the government repeatedly fummoned him 
to appear at its tribunal, to ^nfwer for his 
conduit ; entrenched in territories where 
the laws are inactive, and without force, the 
orders of the governor, the threats of his : 

M 3 fubal terns. 
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fubalterns, and all their decrees, arc to him 
only fignals for committing frefti crimes. 

Without entering further into converfa- 
tion, or aiking more queftions, which would 
have been unfcafonable, I gave permiffion to 
the Caffres to advance^ Hans therefore 
made a fign to them' with his hand, and ia 
a moment I found myfelf furrounded. With-- 
out comprehending my envoys, there were 
in all nineteen men, five- womeii, and two 
young children. They faluted'ln^^ one alter 
the other, by the word tab}^ which I knew 
as well as they, and which was all the an« 
fwer I made to their compliments ; but { 
underftood very little of their language. Ia 
their pronunciation they did not employ 
that clapping ufed by the Hottentots ; bu^ 
what ihewed their difference from the Go- 
paquas moft fenfibly, was their manner of 
fainting- They all fpoke together, and with 
?i precipitation and volubility which appeared 
to me fo much the ftranger, as I had been for 
almoft a year accuftomed to the flow manner 
of my indolent Hottentots. I could not 
ponceive to what caufe this cqnfufed noife 
Vvhich bu:^zed iii my ears was to be imputed * 

and 
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and I loA all patience, becaufe Z could not 
catch any diftind found. 

Though I could not comprehend what 

thefe Caffres {aid to one another, I obferved 

that their attention was very much engaged, 

either with my camp, *my perfon, or my 

people, and their difFerent motions^ Their 

eyes roved with rapidity from one objefl: to 

another ; and every thing in turns ftruck 

them with furprife* I have fomewhere read 

that aftoniihment indicates ignorance ; but 

ignorance does not prove want of abilities* 

This reflexion may be applied to the Caffres^ 

for undoubtedly they cannot be accufed of 

ftupidity ; and between them and the Hot-^ 

tentots there is a vaft diflance, in refpeifl to 

fngenuity and induftry. Hans had boafted 

much to them of my double-barrelled fuzecs 

and piftols ; and from his account they were 

inclined to confider my arms as wonderful 

things. One of them, in the name of all 

the reft, having alked permifiion to fee them, 

I ordered them to be brought forth ; and I 

ihewed them to them without manifefting 

the leaft fufpicion. Being handed about 

from one to another, they were examined 

and turned over with the moft minute at- 

M 4 tention; 
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tention; but their eager curiofity required 
fomething more. This I expeded, and I luck* 
lly had an opportunity of gratifying them. 
Obferving two fwallows cleaving the air be^ 
fore me, I £red at them, and they fell at the 
diftance of a few paces from us. This fud- 
den aftion^ performed with the utmoft comr 
pofure, redoubled their aftoniihment i and 
they knew not which moil to admire, the 
arms, or the perfon whq ufed them« It is 
certain that this lucky (Iroke, which might 
not have fucceeded, infpired them with th^ 
highefl idea pf my ikill ; and I took advan^^ 
tage of it to imprefs them with a deeper 
ienfe of my fuperiority. I afked them, by 
figns, whether they could do the fame with 
their aflagays ; but they fhook their heads 
with a fmile, and gave me to underftand, 
that with thefe weapons it was impoflible to 
kill a bird flying. One of them, however, 
rifing up, pointed to my fliecp, which were 
feeding at fome diftance, and iignified that 
he and his companions could ilrike them 
rynningy as well as other quadrupedes, whet- 
ther of greater or lef^ (ize. IJans then pre- 
fented to me a young CafFre, who was per-?- 
fedly well formed, and whofe perfon imme- 

jji^tel^ 
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^lately prepoflefled me in his favour. Before 
this period I had never feen any of thefe 
people but, as one may fay, in a rude ftate* 
I hov«rever could not be fatisfied with con-* 
templating this youth ; and his companion? 
affured me that he was confidered in the 
country, as one of thofe who were moft expert 
ip throwing the aflagay and the fliort club*; 
and that his dexterity in this refpe6t had 
acquired him great reputation. I had heard 
fo much of the CafFres, and of their formic 
dable arms, that I eagerly embraced this op*- 
portunity of being convinced, by my own 
eyes, what a young CafFre could do who 
was only eighteen years of age, and who 
boafted of his IkilL with fo much fimpli-r- 
city. As it was near dinner time, and 
as I propofed to regale all thefe people, as 
well as my own,.! fent for a fheep; and 
pointing to it with my finger, I gave the 
youth permiffion to take aim at it. In his 
left hand he held five affagays, one of which, 

* A kind of weapon ufed in the fame manner as the 
affagay. I have a fmall ai^d a large ope in my col- 
{e£Uon. 

at 
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at my defire, he grafped in his right ; and 
the fheep, being let loofe, began to run to- 
wards the flock. In the mean time h^ 
brandlfhed his affagay with force; darted 
forward by four or five rapid leaps, and hav- 
ing difcharged the weapon, it fleW through 
the air with a whizzing noife, and pierced 
the fides of the animal ; which ftaggered, 
and dropped down dead on the fpot. 

On this occafion I could not conceal my 
joy and my ftirprife. So much fkill and 
llrength, added to gracefulnefs, excited 
the admiration of all my people. Vanity is 
an univcrfal paflion ; but it is modified ac* 
cording to manners and climates. In £u« 
Tope it fparkles in the eyes and in every 
feature of a beautiful woman^ and infpires 
her with haughtinefs ; it is the foul of ta- 

lents, and gives birth to mafterpieces of 
every kind ; it conceals itfelf even under the 
coarfeft attire and rags. In Africa, a favage 
cannot hide it : the teftimonies of approba- 
tion which we all beftowed upon my young 
CafFre, elevated his looks, 3nd made the 
mufcle^ of his face expand. Proud of fuch 
a triumph, and of my applaufes, his feet no 

4 longer 
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longer touched the earth; he meafured my 
height, flood clofe by my fide, and feemed 
to fay. In what am I inferior to you ? 

His own countrymen were 'no lefs charm^- 
ed with his fuccefs : they fixed their eyes 
upon me, and endeavoured to difcover by my 
looks what efFe£t this fpecimen of Ikill had 
produced in my mind, 

I had afterwards feveral opportunities of 
obfervlng, that thcfe people want nothing 
but an able chief at their head, and good or- 
der eftabliflied among them, to deftroy the 

Hottentot nation, and all the colonies ; but 

■ > ^ 

the fuperiority of our arms will render their 
courage and dexterity of no avail, whilft they 
have no other weapons for their defence but 
affagays. 

After drawing his lance from the body of 
the animal, the young CafFre ftruck the Iron 
point of it feveral times into the fand, and 
carefully wiped it with a handful of grafs. 

I was extremely forry that I could not ex- 
plain my felf properly to thefe ftrangers; the 
length of time required for interpretation, 
and perhaps the narrow conception of the 
interpreter, excited my impatience to fuch a 

degree 
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degrdd that I could fcarcely contain it, Qn 
the other hand, being more open and lively 
than the Hotteritots, and having in their cha« 
rafter nothing approaching to their taciturnity, 
tthefe people gained upon me in volubility ; 
and from the time of their arrival I had done 
jiothing but' return anfwers to thofe queflions 
virith which their curiofity continually teazed 
• me. As I wiflied rather to be informed than 
to inform, I flattered myfelf with the hopes 
of feeing their volubility of words and cpn- 
fufed geftures foon at an end ; and that at 
length I alfo (hould have my turn, Svhep 
their firft efferyefqence had fubfided. 

More provident than the Hottentots, and 
trufting lefs to chance for their fubfiftence, they 
had not fet out, as we commonly fay, with* 
cut full pockets. They had brought along 
with them feyeral oxen intended for provi- 
iion, and four more to carry their baggage^ 
Nor had they forgot thofe beautiful bafket? 
which I had admired fb much among the 
Gonaquas ; and which they propofed to ex-f 
phange by the way, or with us, on very ad- 
vantageous terms. They had alfo fome 
cows with their calves ; fo that this caravan 

had 



AFRICA. 173 

had an air of wealth and opulence which one 
could not 6xpe£t to find in the difmal valleys 
of Savoy. 

I marked out^ at fome diftance from my 
camp, the precife fpot where I wifhed them 
to lodge; and being more fortunate or better 
obeyed than Idomeneus, when he built the 
city of Salentum, in the fpace of a few mi- 
nutes I faw a fmall coloiiy rifing before me. 

When our fires were kindled, the flieep 
was cut into pieces and roafted ; and in a 
little time nothing remained of it but the 
(kin. I was not ignorant how powerful an 
agent intereft is to move all m^n, and how 
much it tends to difpofe them to benevolence. 
In my prefent fituation I put in pradice 
this principle, which had fo often fucceeded 
with me before. Being defirous of gaining 
over thefe CafFres as I had gained the firft 
favages I met with, and particularly the Go- 
naq^uas, I diftributed among my guefts dif- 
ferent kinds of toys, and a certain quantity 
of tobacco. They received my prefents with 
great fatisfadtion, and each immediately be- 
gan to ufe thenl. 

But what chiefly engaged their attention, 
and what they would have gladly pilfered 

from 
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from me, was iron. They devoured It with theiif 
eyes, extolling it highly, and feeming to value 
it above every thing elfe. Happening to fee 
ibme hatchets, pick-axes, large augers, and 
litenfils of every kind, which were behind 
tny waggons, they coveted them with a fort 
of impatience, and only wanted an opportu- 
nity to lay their hands upon them. I however 
well knew In what manner favages ought to 
be treated ; and I was fb little afraid of them, 
that, even if I had not been fo well armed, I 
ihould have willingly given up thefe objafls 
to them ; but, as I carried along with me fo 
many Implements, they were become fo In- 
4ifpenfably neceffary, that It was impoffiblc 
for me to be generous, and facrifice them» 
Neverthelefs, in order that I might deftroy 
their defire, or at leaft weaken its ardour^ 
iince I could not deprive them of a know- 
ledge of thefe valuable utenfils, I ordered 
jhem to be carefully concealed. From what 
' I had learned of the embarraffment under 
which thefe favages were with -refpefl: to 
their arms, I found that it was indeed dan- 
gerous to expofe them to temptation any 
longer, as it might Induce them to form re* 
folutions prejudicial to my repofe, and to get 

pofiefiion 
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pofleffion of thofe articles by stratagem, if 
they could not by open force. Such in ge- 
neral is the charader of the real favage, and 
fuch is nature. No one has a right to retain 
that which belongs to all, and theleaft ine- 
quality would be a fource of the greateft 
misfortunes. Whoever has read Captain Cook's ■ 
Voyages to the South Seas, muft have remarked 
that this navigator and his crew never landed 
without fuftaining fome lofs ; the ifl^nders 
robbed them even in their veffel, carried 
away the arms of thofe who were fent out 
on hunting parties, and ftole the failors 
clothes, &c. Dr. Forfter informs us that 
Dr. Sparmann, after being robbed of his 
fword, loft alfo in the fame excurfion two- 
thirds of his clothes. The CafFres and th$ 
Hottentots have not yet attained to that de- 
gree of dexterity j but they are not entirely 
free from blame in this refpeft. To live on 
friendly terms with them, people muft wink 
at many petty loffes, or lock up their pro, 
perty carefully. 

I had a convincing proof of the preffing 
neceffity under which the CafFres were of 
procuring iron. I blamed my felf for having 
made them advance perhaps too foon, and 

for 
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for not having taken proper precautions^ 
I however followed them, and gave orders 
that they (hould be narrowly watched j 
and both I and Klaas perceived, though not 
without uDeafinefs> by the manner in which 
they converfed together, and meafured the 
length and thicknefs of -the bands that fur- 
rounded the wheels of my carriages, how 
much delighted they were with this treafure. 
Had thefe people been able to read, and had 
they found in certain books, replete with ex- 
cellent morality, which are common in the 
hands of our ladies of fa(hion, that the fim-» 
pleft means of refitting temptation is to yield 
to it— this maxim, which is rather too phi^ 
lofophical, would not have been confidcred 
by the CafFres as a pleafantry, much lefs as 
an abfurdity, and my ruin would have been 
unavoidable. 

The jealous and fufpicious eyes of my 
Hottentots were however ftill attentive to 
every thing that paffed ; and, as if my owa 
remarks had not been fufEcient, they came 
every moment to add theirs, and to enter- 
tain me with fome new fcene. I eafily guefl-- 
ed their motives, for I every moment faw a 
fpirit of difcord fomenting amongft them ; 

and 
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and It was then that, taking the whole blame, 
I juftly reproached myfelf for occafioning 
the fenfible coolnefs I remarked among my 
people, which my too great precipitation 
had given rife to; and I regretted that I 
had very unfeafonably flopped at Bruyntjes- 
Hoogte, to foUcit the affiftance of all the 
planters, who by their fpeeches frightened 
my people, and diflurbed the harmony of 
my caravan : fo true it is that the fuccefs of 
every enterprlfe depends upon fecrecy. 

At this time I indeed faw nothing to 
alarm me : for we had too great a fuperio* 
rity over our guefts, both in ftrength and in 
arnis, had it been neceffary to have recourfe to 
violence, the laft means .which ought to be em- 
ployed with favages* I had no occafion to be 
apprehenfive of any furprife on their part, as. 
the fpot I had afligned them was fo iituated 
that the fmallefl: attempt would have bcca- 
fioned their deftrudtion ; but this did not 
prevent me from redoubling my precautions 
and feverity, both to keep my people to their 
duty, and to convince my guefts that they 
could neither attack me openly, nor by ftra- 
tagem, with any hopes of fuccefs. If I ex^^ 
cept two of my chaffeurs whom I every day 

Vol. 11. N fent , 
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ienC to procure provifions^ and four other, 
people who guarded my tattle at pafture^ 
there was not one of them that ever went 
out .of my fight. As for me, 1 remai&ed Qott^ 
tinually m my camp, where I (pent whole 
days in converting with the Cafires, and in 
fiiaking an interpreter explain their , anfwerd 
to thofe queftions which I eTery moment put 
to them, fr<Mn a defire of being intruded, 
and receiving certain information refpe&ing 
this nation^ fiili lefs known than that of the 
Hottentots* Our mutual embarrafTmenti and 
the difficulty of tranllating our different ex«* 
prefiion^, wailed,* I muft own, a great deal 
of time. The knowledge I acquired every 
day came fo fiowly, and amounted to fb 
Jittle, that I Ipent a whole week in thefe la- 
borious converfations ; but finding at length 
nothing but afFability and probity amongft 
them, and being, convinced that they afted 
fincerely and without deceit, I was under 
much lefs reftraint : I laid afide fome of mj 
referve, and obliged all my people ta be per- 
feftly eafy amongfl theiw. 

In a little time, a better acquaintance with 
their language rendered our converfations 
much more interefting ; I began to make my- 

7 felf 
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ihl( underftood, and I comprehended much 
better what they faid to me. 

They were continually importuning me to 
follow them to their country, and they twen- 
ty times repeated all thofe inducements which 
my interpreter had mentioned on his arrival. 
I was indeed too much inclined to liden to 
thefe feducing invitations; but it never was my 
intention to fet out with them : the reafon of 
this will be feen hereafter. I therefore beg- 
ged to be excufed, telling them that it was 
impoffible for me to get ready fo foon a« 
they wi(hed; and then examining them all 
in the ftriftcft manner, I added, that, not 
being acquainted with their country royfelf, 
I had been told that it was filled with moun- 
tains and woods, difficult to be palled, and 
that on this account I toxxld not carry my 
oxen and carriages along with me. They ap- 
peared to be very little afFedted with this de- 
claration; and from the pleafure which they 
ieemed to teflify on my promifing foon to pay 
them a vifit, I judged that they had no great 
hopes of getting poffeflion of my large pick- 
axes, and the iron that furrounded the wheels 
of my waggons. 

Ijft proportion, however, as I exprefled 

N .2 < a\y 
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xny friendfhip towards them, and made them 
promifes, I obfcryed their vengeance kindle 
up in their countenances^ and that they 
feemed to place their only hopes of fafety 
in me. They held many conferences, prefled 
clofe one to another, and fuificiently .(hewed 
by their geftures the l^igh opinion which 
they had formed of my flrength, and of my 
fincere defire to ferve them. The name of 
the ferocious inhabitant of Bruyntjes-IIoogte 
was continually in their mouths ; and one 
of them, (baking his h^d through fpite and 
rage, told me that, among other vi£bims, his 
wife ready to lie-in, and two children, had 
been butchered by the hand of this planter^ 
and that a thirft of blood had hurried him to 
this crime, merely from a pleafure of com- 
mitting it. However (hocking the following 
anecdote may appear, I muft give it a place 
here, in the fame manner in which it was 
told me, and as it has been fince certified to 
me more than twenty times. 

At a time when the planters and the Caf- 
fres lived on good terms together, and had 
no reafon to fear or to perjfecute each other, 
the tiger of Bruyntjes-Hoogte, who was di£- 
concerted by this harnqipny, and who could 

»Pt 
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not be happy except when furraunded by 
carnage and flaughter, in hopes gf ftirring 
up the flames of war, and reviving ancient 
quarrels, thought proper to procure from the 
town a few gun-barrels, which were of no 
more value than old iron. Having eafily found 
means to exchange them with fheCafFres,who 
are always in want of fuch things, before he 
delivered them he fpiked up the touch-holes, 
pnt a double charge of powder mto each of 
them, and filled them with nails and pieces of 
iron, which he rammed into them up to the 
mouth. The unhappy favages, who were 
not acquainted with fir^-arms but from their 
efFeds, and who knew nothing of their mc- 
chanifm, carried home their barrels, and pre- 
pared to form them into aflagays. The fires 
being kindled, and the fatal barrels put into 
them, as foon as they grew hot the powder 
took fire, and produced a dreadful explofion, 
which in a moment fcattered the immenfc 
furnace, the workmen, and their inftruments ; 
and even wounded a great many who flood 
at a confiderable diftance. One of them who 
told me this circumftance, of which the 
whole horde were witncfles, made me count 
the wounds he received by ibis tragical ex* 

N 3 periment. 
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periment^ and the indelible fears with which 
his whole body was covered. 

One anecdote of this nature is fufficient to 
juftify the implacable hatred which rages in 
the rankled breafts of the CafFres; and which 
we may even fay that they bring into the 
world with tKem. Why, therefore, fhould 
we confider as the effe£ts of a difpofition 
naturally ferocious, thofe fudden and unex« 
pefled attacks, which are only at botton^ 
jufl reprifals ? Nature has not been more 
a flep^mother to the Caffres than to any 
other favage nation ; all equally revolt at in- 
juAice and tyranny j; an4 the calmed an4 
rnoft peaceable beings that we know, the 
Caribs of the fouthern coafla of America, arc; 
transformed into furious lions, if any incon-^ 
iiderate invader only dares to attack thepi in 
their humble retreats. 

If the Caffres, when oppreffed by perfc- 
cution, and continually plundered and ha- 
raffed, have been induced to commit adls of 
cruelty; if their plan$ for being revenged 
have fometimes fucceeded ; and if they have, 
trod down and deftroyed crops, burnt plan- 
tations, and maffacred the* proprietors, the 
white people lent them their fury, by giv- 

ing 
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|ng l^em camples of ihfi moft horrid out* 

The hatre4 of thf Caffres is Aill unfortu* 

fiztcly extended to a part of the Hottentots, 

:whQm tj^e ihfidious and treacherous policy 

of the planters ha$ perverted^ and engaged 

in their confpiracies^ in order to lefTen 

ihofe rifques to which the method necef- 

iary to be purfucd with the CafFres ex- 

poies thetn^ and to be ablp to nieet them 

upon an equal footing* Thefe precautlonst 

however^ are often of no avail againft the 

addrefs and zGdvc vigilance of the enemy* 

The Hottentot^ too timid^ and jtoo badly 

armed, to (hew himfelf openly^ depends 

much upon ftratagen> : taking upon himfelf 

the office of fpy^ he filently reconnoitres thje 

pofls ocjcupied by the adverfe party ^ and« 

above all^ thofe where their treafu^es lire de- 

pofited* But the piercing eye of the CafFr? 

jfoon difcpvers his fecret motions 5 and dartr 

^ng upon the ipy like an arrow^ he inftantly 

^acrifice^ him to his yengeancet 

By ftudying this nation^ fo mqch afperfedt 
every day moi:e and more, I began (0 enter- 
t^in a no lefs favourable opinion of theni 
than I did of that of the Hottentots ; and 

N 4 fropi 
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from my own principles^ and manner of be« 
having to the favages^ I could not allow my-* 
felf to think that I was in any danger from 
either of them. My hours^ the pleafures and 
occupations of which I continually varied, 
rolled on like the pad, without trouble and 
without uneafinefs/ I had begun my hunt- 
ing excurfionSji and my guefls followed me 
in turns ; but I chofe to be accompanied, in 
preference to any other, by my young CafFre, 
who afforded me the fatisfadion of feeing 
fometimes a gnou fall by his hand, and 
fometimes other animals, which he killed 
with his formidable affagay with as much 
dexterity as he hadv fhewn in piercing the 
ihcep. In one of our hunting parties he af- 
. iifled me to kill a male hippopotamus of an 
extraordinary iize; it was th^ only one wp 
had met with, and perhaps the only on^ to be 
found in the compafs often n^iles: the firing 
of our fufees, which thundered on all fides 
from morning till night, ' had undoubtedly 
frightened all the refl. I did not find in 
this one that flavour which had given me fo 
much pleafure in the firfl female I killed. 
My people pretended that it w^as too old; an4 
(hat^ beiide^, a female \Yas always fuperior in 

delicacy. 
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delicacy. Its flcih had a more folid confift- 
cnce, but it was not fo thick as that of the 
females^ which differ in nothing from what 
we call in Ytzxizt petit f ale \ but, above all> it 
was difguftingly rancid, except for the palate 
of a Hottentot. The Caffres, who are not fo 
fond of greafe as the Hottentots, fet no great 
value upon it, and preferred the fle(h of their 
oxen. Even the fliecp did not tempt themj 
and this may fufficiently account for their 
never breeding any of thefe animals. 

I had not yet taken a near view of the 
Horned cattle which they brought along with 
them, becaufe at break of day they ftrayed 
to the thickets and paflures, and were not 
brought back by their keepers till the even- 
ing. One day, however, having repaired to 
their kraal very early, I was much furprifed 
when I firft beheld one of thefe animals. I 
fcarcdy knew them to be oxen and cows: 
not on account of their being much fmaller 
than ours, fince I obferved in them the feme 
form, and the fame fundamental charafterif* 
tics, in which I could not be deceived 5 -but 
on account of the multiplicity of their horns, 
land the variety of their different twiftings. 
They had a great tcfetpblance to thofe ma- 
rine 
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rine produdions, known by luiturAlifts under 
the name ofjtags horns. Being at this time 
perfuaded that tfaefe coneretions^ of which I 
had no idea^ were a peculiar prefent of na«» 
ture^ I confidered the Cafir^ oxen as a va-- 
riety of the fpecies: hut I was undeceived by 
xny gueftsy who infornoied tne tha^ this fin^ 
gularity was only the cffc€t of their in vendi- 
tion and tafte ; and that, by means of a pro- 
pels with which they were well acquainted^ 
they could not only multiply thefe horns^ 
but alfo giye them any form$ that th^ir ima- 
gination might fuggeft. Having offered to 
^exhibit their fkill in my prefence, if I had 
any defire of learning their method, it ap- 
peared tQ me fo new ^nd unpommon^ that I 
was willing to ferve an apprenticefliip; and 
for feveral days I attended ^ r*cgular coiirfe 
of lefTon; on this fubjed. 

They take the aninial at as tender an age 
as poflible; and^ when the horns begin to ap^ 
pear, they make a fmall vertical inciiiosi ini 
them with a faw, or with any other inftru-^ 
ment that may be fubftituted for it, and di-, 
vide them into two parts* This diviiioi^ 
makes the horns^ yet tender^ feparate of 
themfelves j fo that in time the animal has 

ibur 
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four very difliniS: ones. If they wi{h to 
have fix. or even more^ Teveral notches made 
with the faw produce as many as may be re« 
quired : but if they are defirous of forcing 
pne of jthef^ divifions, or the whole horn^ to 
form, for example^ a complete circle, they 
cut away from the point, which muft not bp 
hurt^ a fmall part of its thicknefs jf and thi^ 
amputation, often' renewed, and with much 
patience, makes the horn bend in a contrary 
diredipn; and the point meeting the root^ 
it exhibits the appearance of a perfect circle^ 
As it is certain that incii^on always caufe$ 
a greater or lefs degree of bending, it may 
be readily conceived that every variation that 
caprice can imagine may be produced by 
this fimple method. 

In fhort, one mud bp born a Cadre, and 
have his tafte and patience, to fubmit to that 
minute care and unwearied attention required 
for this operation, which in this country can 
only be ufelefg, but which in other climates 
would be hurtful : for the horn, thus disfi- 
gured, would become weak ; whereas, when 
preferved ftrong and entire, it keeps at a diA 
tance the famished bears and wolves of Eu« 

rope. 

Whilft 
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Whilft I was among the Caffres, furveyihg 
their oxen aiid utenfils^ and haraifing them 
with queftions refpeding their country, their 
manners, aAd their cuiloms, my attention 
was dttrafted by a holl6w noife which feemed 
to proceed from a great diflance, and which 
ilruck my car at certain intervals. Having 
afked them what it was,, and whether they 
heard it as well as I, they informed me that 
three or four of their companions were cm- 
ployed at the bottom of a fmall rock, which 
they had difcovercd in the neighbourhood, 
in forging fome arms from bits of old iron 
they had^brought with thcm^ or procured in 
cxphange by the way. Being equally anxious 
to know whether they had not ftole fome of 
my uteniils, as curious to learn their manner 
of proceeding in an operation fo difficult for 
favages, deftitute of even the fimpleft tools, 
I prevailed on two of. them to leave the reft, 
and to conduct me to the forge. As this un- 
cxpedled vifit, which furnifhed me with an 
opportunity of giving thefe people fome 
information refpeding the firft mechanifm 
of a forge, of which they had little idea, 
may have been attended with very import- 
ant copfequenccf, I ,muft not omit the leaf^ 

circuroftanc© 
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circumftance of a fcene,, which was equally 
new to me as well as to thefe favages. 

The CaiFres forge and fabricate their own 
aflagay j but, as they are not acquainted with 
any of the properties of iron except its mal- 
leability, their art does not extend fo far as 
tocaftit; and on this account they mufi 
have that which has been already wrought* 
They are wonderfully expert in applying to 
their own purpofes old gun-barrels, hoops, 
and other pieces of iron. Their affagays are 
of two kinds: in one the handle is entirely 
of iron,* and pcrffedtly round; the other, 
which is more ikilfully, I ought rather to 
fay cruelly, formed, has a fquare handle, and 
two of the angles are full of notches inclin- 
ing downwards, whilft thofe of the two al- 
ternate ones incline in a contrary direction ; 
which occafions a dreadful laceration in the 
fieih, whether they enter the body or are ex- 
tracted from it. Their patience cannot fail 
to exci^ admiration, when one thinks that 
with a block of granite, or even common 
rock, which ferves them for an anvil, and 
^a piece of the fame fubftance for a hamntieri 
they fabricate arm? as well finiihed as if they 
Jhad come from the hands of the m6A ikil- 

ful 
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fill artift. I defy any blackfmith, notwith* 
{landing all his fkilU and every effort of his 
ingenuityi to form any thingt with thb two in- 
ilruments I have mentioned, equal to what is 
produced by thefc favages. 

Tho& whom I faw were colleded around 
a huge fire> at the bottom of a rocky emi- 
nence, and were drawing from it a pretty 
large bar of iron, which was red hdt« Hav- 
ing placed it on the anvil, they began t6 beat 
it with ftones exceedingly hard, and of fuch a 
figure as rendered them eafy to be held and 
managed in the hand. They Teemed to per* 
form their work with much dexterity* But 
whap appeared to me moft extraordinary, and 
afforded me an excellent opportunity of giv- 
ing them fome ufeful lellbns on its mecha-* 
nifm, had they been capable of putting them 
in praftice, was their bellows. Their bellows 
indeed, which was a ttiofl wretched inftru- 
,ipent, was compofed of a flieep's Ikin properly 
dripped off, and well fewed. Thole parts 
that covered the four feet, wjiich had been 
cut ofFas ufelefs, and even incommodious, were 
tied. They had alfo cut off the head ; and 
placed in the orifice of the neck the mouth 
of a guii barrel, around which the ikin was, 

drawn 
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drawn together, and carefully faftened. The 
perfbn who ufed this inftrument^ holding the 
pipe to the fire with one hand^ puihed for- 
wards and drew back the extreniity of the 
flcin with the other ; and though this fatigu- 
ing method did not always give ihtenfity to 
the fire fufficient to heat the iron, yet as thefe 
poor Cyclops were acquainted with no other^ 
they were never difcouraged. I fincerely pi- 
tied them ; and thb pains they took to accom- 
pliih their end, redoubled the pleafure which 
I enjoyed in pointing out to them an eafier 
and much more efFedlual procefs. I had great 
difficulty to make them comprehend how 
much Superior the bellows of our forges in 
Europe were to their invention; and being 
perfuadcd that the littte they might catch of 
my explanation would foon efcape from their 
memories, and would confequently be of no 
real advantage to them, I Vefolved to add ex- 
ample to precept, and to operate myfelf in 
their prefence. Having difpatched one of my 
people to our camp, with orders to bring 
the bottoms of two boxes, a piece of a fum- 
mer krofs, a hoop, a few fmall nails, a ham- 
mer, a faw, and other tools that I might have 
occafion for — as foon as he returned, I form- 
ed 
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cd in great haftc, and in a very rude man-* 
xier, a pair of bellows, which were not mpre 
powerful than thofe generally ufed in our 
kitchens. Two pieces of hoop, which I placed 
in the iniide^- ferved to keep the Ikin always 
vdt an equal diflance ; and I did not forget to 
make a hole in the inferior part, to give x 
readier admittance to the air— a fimple me- 
thod of which they had no conception^ and 
for want of which they were obliged to wafte 
a great deal of time in filling their fheep's 
ikin. I had no iron pipe; but, as I only meant 
to make a model, I fixed to the extremity of 
mine a toothpick cafe, after fawing off one 
of its ends. I then placed my inftrument on 
the ground, near the fire; and having fixed a 
forked ftick in the ground, Ilaid acrofs it a 
kind of lever, -which was fattened to a bit of 
packthread proceeding from the bellows, and 
to which was fixed a piece of lead weighing 
feven or eight pounds. To form a jiift idea 
of the furprife of thefe Caffres on this occa- 
fion, one muft have feen with wha,t attention 
they beheld all my operations ; the uncer- 
tainty under which they were, and their anx- 
iety to difcover what would be^ the event* 
They could not reftrain their acclamations, 

when 
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W'lieli they faw me by a few ealy motions, 
and with one hand, give their fire the greateft 
aftivity, by the velocity with which I made 
my machine draw in, and again force out the 
air. I^utting fome pieces of iron into their 
fire^ I made them in a few minutes red hot, 
which they undoubtedly could not have done 
in half an hour. This fpecimen of my (kill 
raifed their aflonilfhment to the h^heft pitch. 
I may venture to fay that they were almoft 
convulfed and thrown into a delirium. They 
danced and capered around the bellows ; each 
tried them in turns, and they clapped their 
hands the better to teftify their joy. They 
begged me to make them a prefent of this 
wonderful machine, and feemed to wait for 
my anfwer with impatience, not imagining, 
as I judged, that I would readily give up 
fo valuable a piece of furniture. It would 
afibrd me great pleafure to hear, at fome fu* 
ture period, that they make ufe of my bel- 
lows that they have brought them to per- 
feftion; and, above all, that they preferve 
a remembrance of that ftranger who firft 
fupplied them with the moft effential in- 
ftrument in metallurgy. 
The inhabitant of CafFraria lives fo fami-» 
Vol. II. O liarly 
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liarly amidft his cattle, and fpeaks to thetn 
with fo much mildnefs, that they pay the 
moft perfeft obedience to his voice. As they 
are never tormented or cruelly treated by their 
keepers, thefe pacific animals never ufe againft 
them thole arms which they have received 
from nature. The owner taking upon him-* 
felf the care of inftruding and cleaning them, 
does not even tie up the cows in order to be 
milked. If maternal fen fations, however, (peak 
forcibly to their inftinft, ancj induce them ta 
keep back their milk for the ufe of their . 
young, the means employed by the CafFres 
to compel them to yield it, are much Ampler 
and lefs difgufting than thofe employed by 
the Hottentots. A (hackle is put 'round one 
of the animal's hind feet; a robuft man then 
drags It backwards, and being hurt by this 
attitude, (he immediately fuffers h?r milk to 
flow. The fame method Is purfued when a 
cow has been deprived of her calf. Whether 
this difference between thefe cows and thofe 
of Europe arifes from their nature, their 
fpecies, or the climate ; it is certain that it 
cxifts, and that the expedient I have men- 
tioned is neeeffary, and generally praftifed 
by the favages. 

. 4 The 
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The milk is received in bafkets of that 
kind which I have already mentioned, and 
which are generally made by the women* 
Their fize depends upon fancy* but their 
form is always the fame. Being extremely 
light, and in no danger of breaking, they are^ 
without doubt, preferable to our veflels, of 
whatever fubftance they may be. As the 
women who were in my camp* had not for- 
got their tools, and had brought reeds with 
them, that they might not remain idle, I 
amufed myfelf in feeing them weave fome of 
thefe pretty bafkets, which they eagerly ex* 
changed with me for toys, a? foon as they 
had finiflied theni. 

Before they drew down the milk into 
thefe veffels, they took care to. Wafh them 
thoroughly; but this was lefs owing to a 
turn for cleaillitiefs, than with a defign to 
render them clofer in their texture; for, how*- 
ever much prepofTeiTcrd I may be in favour of 
thefe favages, as I profefs^that it is my in- 
tentioh to fay every thing refpedting them 
that I know, I muft not conceal even their 
faults. I muft acknowledge, therefore, that 
the CafFres are conftantly accuftomed t.a 
feafon their utenfils with their own urine; 

O 2 ancl 
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and that they never give themfelves the 
trouble to fearch for water, when it is not 
clofe at hand. 

This method, which they pradtifed before 
my eyes, was not very delicate. They took 
care every evening to bring me a'bafket full of 
milkf which my people and Kees, much lefs 
difficult than their mafter, gladly accepted. 
I, however, carefully avoided to fhcw before 
my neighbours the invincible difguft which 
their daily prefents ^ave me; and I would 
rather have been poifoned for a few mo- 
ments than have diftreffed or mortified them 
by a refufal; for it has always been my 
maxim, in all the places through which I 
pafTed, never t6 oppofe received cufloms. 
Nothing offends or irritates a people fo much 
as to attack, by fatire and ridicule, their opi- 
nions, their tafte, and their ufages ; and, in* 
deed, nothing is more abfurd and indecent. I 
am forry that I have this accufation to make 
againft the mofl focial and the mof): amiable 
of nations ; and to fee them in this refped; 
an object of reproach even to their nearefl 
neighbours. Can it appear ftrange that one 
docs not obferve at London, the air, the man- 
ners, and the poJitenefs, of the agreeable cox- 
comb 
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comb of the banks of the Seine ? A man of 
{tiifc never condemns, in an open manner, 
any thing that he fees pradlifed in thofe 
countries through which he travels : how- 
ever ridiculous their prejudices maybe, he 
pretends to refped: them, becaufe he has no 
right to oppofe them. This method, which 
leaves an op6n field for reflection, procures 
him a flattering reception, and thofe atten^ 
tions which are due to all men of every 
country. If there be any cafe in which the 
application of thefe principles is indifpen- 
fably neceflary, it. is, above all, with refpedt 
to ^vages. In my opinion, nothing is fu* 
pcrior to roaft beef and plum pudding, 
when I dine in England 5 I would fwallow 
train oil with the Laplander 5 and, among 
the Hottentots, contented with their fteaks, 

y 

I could eafily forget bread, and confider corn 
as of no utility. 

However ftrong the attachment of a CaflTre 
may be to his flocks, it is by no means ex- 
clufive; he has a violent aflFeftion, that even 
becomes a, kind of paflion, for his dog, and 
he fhews every attention, and the moft ex- 
travagant fondnefs, for this animal; grati- 
tude, therefore, foon induces it to become 

O 3 his 
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his bcft friend. My pack were never fo 
much c-^rcfled, nbrfo well fed, as during the 
time that this Imall horde remained with 
me : my great Yager, above all, excited their 
admiration; they continually told me, that 
he was a moft noble animal ; and fo much 
w^ere their minds infatuated in this refpedt, 
that there was not a fingle man in the com- 
pany, who, if I had defired it, would not 
havc'given twelve oxen ili exchange for him* 
It muft be allowed that Yager was one of 
the ftrongeft and beft made dogs in the co- 
lonies. Neither he nor any of his compa- 
nions ever quitted my guefls, with whom 
they fpent the greater part of the day ia 
their kraals. Thefe good people fuffered 
them to lap quietly the milk in their baf- 
kets 5 nor did they ever dare to touch it un- 
til thefe parafites were fatisfied. I am firmly 
perfuaded, that thefe animals, which return- 
ed every evening to their kennels, would 
have been of no fervice to us, had we been 
threatened with any danger from the fa- 
vages. They were fo much attached to the 
CafFres, and had become fo little accuftomed 
to my people, that when any of then> wan- 
(icr?d too far, and returned to the camp later 

thaft 
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Jthan ufual, he was obliged to call out to his 
companions to confine the dogs, to prevent 
his being attacked, and perhaps torn to 
pieces. 

On the flighteft 'appearance of any trea- 
cherous defign on the part of the CafFres, I 
would have ordered my whole pack to be 
tied up ; but, as I faw nothing that could 
awaken my fufpicions, had I prevented them 
from- enjo)ing the company of my dogs, I 
^ould only have mortified them to no pur- 
pofe, and deprived them of a pleafure which 
attached them more and more to my per- 
fon ; and I (hoqld have befides deftroyed that 
freedon> which rendered them every moment 
morefincere, . 

Befides, my manner of thinking, in this 
refpedl, was peculiar to myfelf. In vain 
fliould I have attempted to make the Hot- 
tentot? adopt my opinions ; for a panic ter- 
ror keeping them always in continual dread, 
all my reprefentations and remarks on the 
opennefs and affability of thefe ftrangers, 
and even their own imprudent acknowledg- 
ments, were not capable qf rooting out their 
prejudices. Caifraria, according to them, 
was foon to be the tomb which I took a 

O 4 pleafure 
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pleafure to dig with my own hands ; and al 
they refufed to be accomplices in my death, 
they would by oo means confent to be the 
vidims of my rafhnefs. Neither the fear of 
punifhment^ when I (hould return to the 
Dutch fettlements, nor my threats of chaf- 
tifing fuch bafe deferters on the fpot, could 
move them from their refolution. 

This change always appeared to me to be 
fomething new; and I was much vexed to fee 
them fo dbftinate in thwarting my defires, and 
fo forgetful of their duty I had, it is true, 
found them refra<9:ory and difobedient before 
I arrived at Bruyntjes-Hoogte, when I faw 
myfelf cruelly abandoned by the horde who 
had for fome time travelled along with me, 
and by the detachment that joined me in the 
night : but here circumftances were widely 
different. We had no affurances or promifes 
from the Caffres ; we had never before fallen 
in with any of them ; their manners^ their 
character, and their way of living, were cn^ 
tirely unknown to us ; prejudice, which is ge- 
nerally flrengthened by the abfence of dan- 
ger, had always reprefented them to us as 
a ferocious and fanguinary people. The 
fcheme of penetrating thrpugh their country 
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» far as the fca, might therefore juftly alarm 
men deftitute of firmnefs and intrepidity; 
hut at this time I could fee nothing in their 
refufal except obflinacy and difobedience, 
and a certain fpirit of diforder, which in- 
fpired them with a diilike for the tedioufnefs 
and fatigue of fo long a journey. Other 
caufesy which I did not then know, and 
which I difcovered too late, contributed al(b 
to the fame end. 

Being, however, determined to follow my 
own plan, and wifhing to be accompanied 
only by people who had never dared to fbew 
the leafi iigns of difobedience, who could 
boaft of having fubjeded obftacles to my 
plcafure, and who had never dictated to their 
chief, as maxims of prudence, what were 
only the precautions of their fear and pufillai- 
nimity, I tormented my imagination, if I 
may fo exprefs it, and made a thoufand ef<« 
forts to devife fome means of extricating 
myfelf from my difagreeable fituation, 

I depended upon Klaas as on myfelf, and 
I was equally fure of old Swanepoel and my 
hunter Zean, who had followed me froni 
Milk- Valley, and who killed for me the 
^rft tzeirau or blue antelope ■; Pit and Adam 

. were 
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were likewife both ftrongly attached to me; 
and Narina's coufin, and two of his compa- 
nions, had offered me their fervices : but all 
thefe three being entirely unacquainted with 
the ufe of fire-arms, might be as much afraid 
of difcharging a fufee as of receiving the fire 
of others. They, however, added to my 
number, and I hoped to be able to derive 
fome benefit from their affiftancc. The 
Greeks who burnt the city of Troy had nei* 
ther the ftrength nor the arms of Achilles. 

With thefe eight people I refolved there- 
fore to attempt this journey ; iDut as my plan 
was not yet properly digefted, I thought it 
would be proper not to give any intimatiopi 
of my dcfign until the departure of the 
Caffres, whom I 'wifhed above all not to 
know any thing of it. 

A fccret, however^ which had hitherto 
efcaped me, notvvithftanding all my forefight 
and care, unexpededly cleared up part of my 
fufpicions. Klaas arriving one afternooa 
from a hunting cxcurfion, entered my tent, 
and informed me that four baftard Hotten^ 
tots were concealed in my camp, and that 
he fufpeded them to be fpies feut by the 
planters of Bruyntjes-Hoogte. He under- 

ftood. 
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jftood, he fald, from fuch part of the conver- 
fation of thefe villains as he could overhear, 
that the v^hites knew of the arrival of the 
CafFrcs at my camp, ^and of their refidence 
there ; that they all murmured on this ac- 
count, and were aftoniQied that I fhould re- 
ceive their moft inveterate enemies with fo 
much cordiality. Klaas ftrongly urged me to 
be on my guard until he (hould learn more; 
requefting me, above all, to be extremely cau- 
tious of trufting one of my people, named 
Slinger, whom he believed to be privy to 
their defigns, and to co-operate fecretly with 
the four emiflaries. 

Filled with indignation at the audaciouf- 
nefs of thefe people, and the affurance which 
they had to enter my camp, I ordered them 
immediately to be brought before me. By 
their timid and embarralfed gait, I could 
cafily perceive their guilt; and I afked them, 
in a ftern manner^ by whofe. orders they had 
dared to introduce themfelves among my 
people, and to conceal themfelves without 
Jetting me know, as if they hoped to efcape 
detedlion. This fpeech, delivered rather in 
a harfh tone, my threats of inflicting inftant 
Dunifliment upon thein, and the paffioa 

with 
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xvith which all my features were animated^ 
frightened them Co much, that they were iiv* 
capable of returning an anfwer. I added, 
that I fufFered no fpies near me ; that I aU 
tvays fufpedled thofe who entered my camp 
privately^ and that they deferved to be pu- ^ 
nifhed as traitors; that I did not confider 
them of fo much confequence as to proceed 
to fuch ah extremity; but that they might, 
whatever had been their intention, tell thoft 
who fent them every thing they had fcen ; 
that being pctfeSly mafter of my own will, 
no one h«d a right to call mfi to an account 
for my adions ; that an irreproachable con« 
du6t placed me beyond the reach of fearf 
that, as I never efpoufed quarrels in which I 
had no concern, I had no reafon for enter* 
ing into any with thcfe CafFres, by whom I 
was furrounded, and to whom I would rea- 
dily render thofe fervices which friendly and 
inofFenfive people had a right to expedt from 
the compaflionate and juft part of mankind; 
that I would be anfwerable for their good be- 
haviour, and take them under my protedion 
as long as they remained with me; but that 
equity, which prompted me to defend them, 
would alfo determine me tp turn my arms 

againft 
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againfl them, fhould I obferve them make the 
leaft attempt to difturb the repofe of the 
planters. I concluded by obferving, that I 
was fufBciently acquainted with the conduct 
of both, to be convinced that thefe favages, 
who breathed nothing but peace and tran- 
quillity, would never be the firft to give the 
iignal for committing hoftilities. 

After this difcourfe, which was rather 
fharp, I ordered thefe four baftard Hottentots 
inftantly to quit my camp, and made four of 
my fufileers accompany them until they 
fliould be out of my fight. I warned them^ 
that if ever they fhould think proper to return, 
whatever might be their pretext, I would 
purfue them as I would do wild beafts ; and 
every odier perfon who might appear with the 
like intentions, as thofe which had brought 
them. This lafl threat feemed to make a 
confiderable impreffion on my Hottentots ; 
who, on hearing the noife, had afTembled 
around my tent. When it came to their 
turn to be interrogated refpefting the fecret 
abode of thefe fpies, whom they had har- 
boured in fo criminal a manner in my camp, 
not one of them ventured to uttei a fingle 
wprd in his own defence. 1 therefore gave 

vent 
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vent to very cutting and fevere reprciaches^ 
and threatened to put the fir ft of theni to 
death who fhould dare to dired his fteps to-- 
wards that quarter in which the planters 
lived, with whom Iwiflied them to have no 
communication whatever. As for Slinger, 
I treated him in a very har(h manner, and 
pofitively forbade him ever to quit his poft 
without my leave. 

The CafFres, who were pfeferit at this 
fcene, having remarked that I had more than 
once alluded to them by my geftiires, they 
feemed to be alarmed at the- marks of an get 
which were difplayed in my looks, and by the 
confternation that prevaited among my Hot- 
tentots. They readily perceived how much 
I was incenfed againft them for what had 
pafled in my camp ; but as they underftood 
lefs of our language than I underftood of 
theirs, they were as much furprifed as uneafy 
at ^l this noife. By their eyes, which they 
turned firft to one fide and then to another'^ 
and fixed fometimes on our countenances^ 
they expreffed the perplexity and fufpenle 
with which their minds were agitated* 
Hans, however, took care to explain this 
enigma, and I thought that they then be*" 
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^ * — e much more compofed ; but when he 
rmed them that the planters had taken 
Jter fo near us, they were plunged into 
utmoft diftrefs. They iftiagined that, 
r^"^^ ^ «ig informed by the four fpies, whom I 
^ difmifled, of their abode with me, thefe 
cherous and vindiftive white men would 
1 '^ ^r^ediately haften to attack them, and to 
T -'-^roy them even in my camp. In vain did 
^/-/^ ^^deavour to allay their feacs, by aflliring 
^^ Mji that they were perfedly fafe, and that 
^^ould fupport antl protect them. I no 
longer beheld in them that open and fincere 
joy which proceeds from tranquillity of mind. 
They conferred much liiore than ufual with 
one another, and appeared as if they were 
concerting meafures together, and wlfhed 
only to depart, in order that they might fly 
from the danger that threatened them. Hans^ 
who had accompanied them that evening 
when they retired to their kraal,^ confefled to 
me next morning, that they fufpe£ted him 
to be a traitor who had enticed them to me 
to be- butchered, and that, confequently, I 
myfclf was not free from fufpicion j that 
they remembered one of thefe four baftard 
whites to have often vifited their country, un- 
der 
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der the pretence of exchanging cattle i thaif^ 
believing him to be a fincere friend, they 
had repofed the greateft confidence in hini^ 
and never faw him arrive among them with- 
out teftifying their joy at his prefence ; but 
that this monfter foon betrayed them in the 
bafeft manner, and that he durft not after* 
wards appear amongft them, from a dread of 
finding, in fndden death, a juft punifhment 
for his villany* 

Hans informed me befides, that they had 
formed a refolution to return ; and that they 
begged him to prevail upon me to give thtsm 
fome old iron, in exchange for a few oxen 
which they had brought along with them. 
I, however, flatly refufed to grant them this 
article, giving them to underftand that it 
was impoffible for me to comply with their 
requeft, as I was unwilling to- be accufed of 
having fupplied them with arms againft the 
planters ; that, without any interefted views^ 
and merely from a defire of obliging them, I 
Ihould, under an/ other circumftances, have 
been extremely happy to give them this 
mark of friendfliip ; but that they muft be 
fenfible, as affairs then flood, that I was not 
at liberty to behave towards them fo ho- 
nourably 
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nourably as I wifhed ; that, except iron, every 
thing I pofleffed was at their fervite ; that 
I would give them a proof of this before 
their departure: and, to foften the harfli- 
nefs of my' refufal, I added, that being de« 
firous of continuing in friendlhip with the 
whole world, and of obferving; both towards 
them and the planters, that ftrift neutrality 
which I had always profefled, I was ready, 
upon every occafion, to give the fame anfwer 
to their enemies, Ihould they, when in want 
of arms or ammunition, come to implore my 
affiftance in order to continue the war. 

Though this anfwer and the fubfequent. 
explanation were clear and precife, thete fa- 
vages, who are never difcou raged by the firft 
refufal, returned to the charge, and renewed 
their importunities more than once ; but 
my refolution was formed, and upon this 
head I was inexorable. I was too well ac- 
quainted with the exaggerating difpofition of 
the planters, who would not have iftiiled to 
accufe me of perfidy for the leaft article ex* 
torted from me by their importunity, and 
for (hewing weaknefs or condefcenfion in 
fuch a delicate conjundjure. I do not doubt 
that th^y would have even gladly enibraced 
V0L.IL P this 
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this opportunity of being reveng^ for the. 
contempt with which I had more than once 
treated them ; and they would then have rvo 
longer wanted a pretence for rendering me 
criminaL However powerful this prudent 
policy might be, which induced me to be- 
have in this manner towards them, I had 
ftill a motive of much greater weight* 
Being too much above the attacks of thefe 
banditti, and their atrocious confpiracies^ 
by refuting arms to thefe favages againft the 
planters, and to the latter refources again ft 
the lavages, I prevented them from conti- 
nuing their horrid ravages. In cafe either 
of the parties ihould be exhaufted, as had 
more than once happened, I could not fup- 
ply them without taking a part in their 
quarrels ; and this condudl would have very 
^11 agreed with the integrity and fentiments 
of my heart. I even fcrupled to accept a 
few cattle, offered me by the.Caffi^s in ex- 
change for a quantity of beads and toys, 
whtchi diftributed among them when they 
departed* 

I greatly wifhed that the young CafFrc 
would remain with me.; but I had no better 
fuccefs 10 endeavouriog to entice him, than 

his 



/ 



9€ 



APtLlCA. 211 

Ills companions had in attempting to prevail 
on me to give them old iron. Neither 
Efiiy prefettts, nor the promifes I made 'of 
leaving him at liberty to depart in cafe ho 
fhould not find his fituation agreeable uritK 
me, had any efFeft upon him. He withftbod 
my folicitations with fo much firmnefs, that 
I loft all hopes of having any influence over 
him : " I know the whites too well/* faid 
he to me; ** they have done us much hurt, 
and ftill continue their injuries: were I 
fimple enough to follow you, in vain (hbuld 
** I require you to fulfil your promifes : T 
•* ihould never be permitted to fee my coun- 
" try again.'* From the very juft prejudices' 
entertained by his nation, who in the time' 
of peace had fometimes frequented Bruyntjes- 
Hoogte, he was afraid of being treated in the^ 
fame manner as the planters who inhabit that 
part of the country treat their flaves : and had 
he, from an attachment towards me, yielded 
with a good grace, and confented to follow 
me^ he was not aiTured, he faid, that I 
fhould always have it in my power to protect 
him, and to fend him back fafe. I did every 
thing I could to deftroy this prejudice, tell- 
ing him that he ought not to confound, all 
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the Dutch nation with thofe fanguinary and 
perfidious planters ; that he ought alfo to en- 
quire whether the people I had in my fer- 
vice were unhappy, or had any caufe to 
complain ; and that all of them were their 
own maftcrs, and might quit me whenever 
they chofe. Notwithftanding all thefe ar- 
guments, this young man continued in his 
refolution with aftonifliing firmnefs and ob- 
ftinacy ; To that^ finding them in vain^ I put 
an end to my folicitations. 

Our frequent hunting excurfipns, and the 
petty altercations that arofe in my camp, had 
confiderably interrupted my eaiy and familiar 
converfation with the CafFres ; but they did 
not make me entirely forget to procure in- 
formation. I returned to this fubjed from 
time to time, and they gratified my curiofity 
with that cordiality with which a grateful 
fenfe of my kindnefs had infpired them. 
The news of their intended departure made 
me flill more eager to a(k them queflions : 
above all, I had not yet forgotten the unhappy 
people who had been flilpwrecked ; but they 
could not make me acquainted with all thofe 
particulars which I was defirous of learning. 
They knew only that fuch a misfortune had 

happened j 
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happened ; but as they were eftabliflied to 
the north-weft, and ftill mor^ diftant from 
the fea, they could tell me nothing certain 
refpedling that unhappy cataftrophe. They 
had indeed feen the greater part of the ef- 
fe£ls carried away from the wreck of the vef- 
fel ; for feveral hordes had bartered them for 
cattle, and even thofe who were in my camp 
had fbme of thefe things in their poffeffion* 
One of them (hewed me a piece of (ilver 
coin, which was fufpended from his neck ; 
another wore a fmall fteel key; and they de- 
fcribed, in the beft manner they could, a 
trinket which they had divided into pieces. 
I readily guefled that it muft have been a 
watch, the wheels and other works of which 
they had converted into ornaments. I was 
fully convinced that my conjedlure was right, 
when having produced mine they all cried 
out that it was the fame thing, except in co- 
lour, which they faid refembled the piece of 
money fufpended from the neck of their 
companion. They added, that the moft 
beautiful articles procured from the ftiip had 
fallen into the hands of a numerous body of 
CaiFres who lived near the fea : that, above 
all, they had in their pofTeflion a great deal 

P 3 of 
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of money; but that with rcfpcft to the people 
who had efcaped from the waves^ they had 
heard that fome of them were found dead 
on the beach, and that the reft^ more fortur 
iiate, had, been able to reach a country inha^ 
bited by white people like me. 

My converfation with thefe C^res air 
Vay$ concluded with repeated felicitations ta 
accompany them to their country; bat fuch 
a f^p, even had it beien agreeable to xnc^ 
would have been very inconfift«nt with pru- 
dence : for though I might be convinced tha>t 
they were incapable of deceiving me, of atr 
tempting my life, or of robbing ine of my 
effedtsi yet it wa$ proper that they fhould be 
Ignorant of the quarrels I had with mypeoplie; 
and that, as the reft refufed obedience, it w^g 
impoiiible to carry more along with me thai^. 
eight. On the contrary, I was extreijiely 
happy to think that on their rieturn they 
weuld inform their countrymen that wp were 
ftrong and iiumerous, and (hat we had no« 
thing to fear from them. Had a divifion 
taken place^ they might have fufpcdled fomQ 
bad dcfign; and there would have been no- 
jthing to prevent th^m, whilft amufing mc 
among theif hordf, from fending out a de^ 

tachment 
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tachment to plunder my camp, and maiTacre 
thofe whom I had left to defend it. When I 
reflected on the numberlefs barbarities com- 
nij^ted by the whites, I determined to be on 
xny guard againft thefe favages, from whom I 
fhoald have bad nothing tofearunderany other 
circumAances ; and on this account alfo I laid 
it dotvn as an eftablifhed rule, which I ob« 
ierved with the utmoft rigour, never to per- 
mit any ftranger to enter my camp in the 
iiight-time. Old Swanepoel took care that 
this regulation fhould be ftriftly followed : 
We always flept feparately, immured in out 
, enclofures^ and no one was even fuiFered to 
go out during the night, as the favages zU 
ways chofe that time to attack the whites^ 
^ho wei*e eafily perceived, and could be feen 
at a diitance, on account of their clothes. As 
my abfencc would have been publicly known 
among thefe Caffres, I fhould have been very 
uncafy for the fate of thofe whom I left at 
my camp; but as I concealed from them the 
precife time of my departure, I thought they 
would tonclude, that when I fet out I would 
leave nothing behind me ; for I had told them 
that I intended to fend back my carriages to 
the colonies. 

P4 On 
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On the 2 1 ft of November they all cdmd 
to inform me that they were ready to depart. 
Upon this occaiion they renewed their pro* 
teftations of gratitude and friendfhip» pro* 
mifing that, wherever they pafTed, their firi]: 
care would be to tell what they had feen; how 
much they were obliged to me; and in how 
afFedionate and familiar a manner I had 
treated them during their long refidence in 
my camp: and added^ that the riches with 
which I had loaded them would awaken the 
envy of more than one 5 and that all the 
hordes would wait for me with the greateft 
impatience, and lee me arrive among them 
with pleafure. The defcription which they 
promiled to give of my camp, my perfon, 
and above all of my beard, would, they faid, 
ferve thofe who did not know me as a mark 
by which to diftinguifli me, and make me 
be received in a very different manner from 
that in which they would receive a planter. 
They then all turned, as if by agreement, to- 
wards my tent, over which a flag w^s waving, 
and aiked me if I would not bring, it with 
me, in order that they might be able to ob- 
ferve me at a diftance. On my anfwermg in 
the affirmative, they immediately ihoutcd for 
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joy ; as if, not contented with the hopes I had 
given them that I would pay them a vifit, 
they entertained no apprehenfion that I would 
be confounded with their deteftable perfecu- 
tors; and as if they had wiflied, from a fin- 
cere love towards me, to protedl my perfon 
from every kind of infult. After the ufual 
tabh^ I accompanied them as far as the river, 
which both they and their cattle crofled by 
fwimming; and when they reached the op- 
pofite bank, I faluted them, for the laft time, 
with a general difcharge of all my mufquet- 
ry. They then proceeded on their march, 
and entering the valleys and thickets, foon 
vaniflied from my fight. 

I drew the figures of two of thefe people, 
who, with equal condefcenfion and aftonifli- 
ment, fuiFered me to perform this operation. 
They are here given in the fifth and fixth 
plates. When thefe Caffres had departed, I 
flattered myfclf that my people would make 
feme reflexions on the peaceable manner irt 
which they had lived among them; that they 
would be fenfible how ill-rfounded their fear 
was; and that they would at laft confent to 
accompany me. In ordei* however that I 
might not appear to be anxious on this ac- 
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county or for carrying my projed: intoexts^ 
cution» and that I might fuffer them to pur«» 
fue their own inclinationsi I rdblved to fet 
out immediately, for the purpofe of paying 
a vifit to the venerable Haabas, intending oa 
my return, if I found any change in their 
fentimentSy to move my camp and begin my 
journey, that they might not have leifure to 
repent. During the time, that the Caffres' 
remained with me, I had feen only two 
Gonaquas, and I was defiroua of renewing, 
my acquaintance with thefe Worthy neigh«> 
hours, and of knowing what had paiTed 
amongfl them fince our feparatkHi« Having 
repaired to their kraal alone, they teftLfied 
every mark of joy as foon as they recolle(^ed 
me ; they all crowded around me, and they 
called to each other, and flocked together 
from all quarters, fo that I was foon fur« 
rounded. Haabas informed me what fears 
both he and his horde had entertained whilft 
the CaiFres refided in my camp; and he 
afked me an hundred times whether they 
were acquainted with the place of iiis retreat. 
1 did every thing in my power to caln[i his 
uaealinefs : I told him that the CafFres en- 
tertained no hatred againfl the Gonaqua Hot- 
4 tentots^ 
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teiltots, who, they were convinced, had no 
communication with the whites or the other 
Hottentots, and who, on the .contrary, lived 
in a feparate horde ; that, befides this, die 
precife (ituation of their kraals was unknown 
to them; but that, in any event, it, was the 
fureft and beft method of fecuring the com- 
mon fafety for them to remove and eftablifh 
themfelves fomewhere elfe. Haabas agreed 
to this propofal with the greater readinefs, 
as he placed little confidence in the fine 
fpeeches of the CafFres, fince not long before 
they had obliged him to enter into hoftilities 
with them : on this account, he faid, it was 
the moft prudent plan to take every precau- 
tion, and to avoid fuch a misfortune^ Haa« 
has had fo good an opinion of me, that he 
alkcd my advice refpedling the new eftablidi-* 
mcnt which he was about to form; and it was 
agreed that as foon as pofTible he fhould make 
for the mountains in the weft, and remove 
ahogether from the country of CafFraria, 
which extends to the north-eaft. 

.The banks of the Sondag were formerly 
the boundaries of the CafFres, who had their, 
principal habitations on the Bruyntjes- 
^Pgt?j foroe faint veftiges of which ftill re- 
maim 
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main. The exprcfs orders, as well as the in- 
tention of government, were, that thefe li- 
mits, (hould always be accounted facred ; but 
the planter^, who have neither the fame views 
nor the fame wifdom as a political admini- 
ilfation, finding the lands of their defencelefs 
neighbours much better than their own, in 
procefs of time took pofleffion of them, and 
with impunity drove thefe people beyond the 
Groot-Vis. The orders of the governors, 
more ^nd more difregarded, produced no ef- 
feft, and the great diftance favoured thefe 
abufes, and made them become every day 
more frequent. 

Whilft I continued with Haabas I kept 
myfelf quite private, and feveral motives 
prompted me not to remain here long* Be- 
ing defirous of knowing whether he could 
not engage fome of his people to unite with 
thofe three who had voluntarily offered to 
accompany me when I paid my firfl vifit to 
the Gonaquas, I defired him to put the 
aueftion to them; and 1 found that there was 
Qaly one who befitated, and who at length 
gave a flat refufal: but as I was unwillipg 
to ufe compuliion, or to afford any caufe of 
cofp plaint to thefe v/orthy people, I defired 
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the three, who had readily agreed to niy pro- 
pofal, to meet me at my camp ia the courfc 
of four days. By this arrangement they had 
more than fufficient time to put their affairs 
in order, and to prepare their arms. 

It was impoflible to carry my carriages 
sdong with me, as I could depend at moft 
upon no more than eight people to accom- 
pany me in my journey to Cuffraria. It was 
ncceffary that I fhould have fome oxen to 
carry my baggage, and I had not one apcuf- 
tomed to this fervice j we therefore agreed 
to make an exchange, and I promifed to fulfil 
the terms of it as foon as I returned. All 
this was the bufinefs of a moment. Notwith- 
ftanding the preffing entreaties of. the chief, 
and of the whole horde, I refolved to quit, 
them immediately; and I pfetended that I 
had a thoufand things to fettle amongft my 
own people. I did not however behold, this 
retreat with the fame pleafure as before ; I 
found myfelf crolTed in every poffible man- 
ner, and new obftacles feemed to arife at 
every ftep : befides this, I found myfelf ex- 
haufted with fatigue. Before I took leave of 
Haabas, I did not forget to enquire concern- 
ing my unfortunate patient; but I had no 

inclination 
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inclination to fee him again. He afiure<f 
me, that all the means employed till that 
time had been attended with no other efi%(3; 
than that of preferving cleanlinefs around his 
perfon; out that his fufferings were neither 
leaned, nor were there any hopes of his life. 
I enquired alfo concerning the beautiful Na<« 

• 

rina^ and was informed that both ihe and her 
mother were then abfent. Sufpeding that 
feme of the horde had gone in queft of her, 
I. was the more anxious on this account to 
depart; and having faluted Haabas, I returned 
to my camp. 

When I got back to my tent, I called my 
people before me^ one after the other, being 
defirous of learning from their owti mouths 
what were their intentions, in order to dif« 
cover whether there were not fome mutinous 
fellows amongft them, who endeavoured to 
infpire them with a fpirit of fedition and re* 
volt. Their anfwers all tended to the fame 
purpofe, and they grounded their refiftancc 
only upon the terror into which my ralhnefs 
had thrown them; but, however incenfcd I 
was at this difobedience, and however difa- 
greeable the confequcnces were likely to be, 
I had not refolution enough to reprimand 

them. 
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them* Too many motives pleaded for them 
in my heart; and I was feniible that my zt^ . 
tachment to them was ftiil too flrong, being, 
convinced that nothing elfe but fear had fe-* 
duced them^ and that this alone had deranged 
their heads^ efpecially as they told me that 
they were unwilling to enter a country from 
which they never faw either white men or 
Hottentots return. I exhorted them at lead, 
to continue faithful to me^ and not to forget, 
my kindnefs whilft I was abfent^ and how. 
much they were indebted to their mailer*. 
By their geftures and looks I could eafily fee. 
what imprei&on thefe laft words made upon . 
them^, and how far I might have depended 
on their affedion had I not attempted to. 
force them: to undertake this fatal journey* . 
I promifed to fhew them the fame attentioa 
in future^ and I (hut myfelf up in my tent* 
During part of the night I employed myfelf, 
in forming my plan^ and devifing means for 
executing it with as much caution and ex-* 
pedition as I pofiibly could. Next mornings . 
very early^ I C2l]fid thofe Hottentots upoa 
whom I could depend^ and I again told them 
that I was ready to depart with them^ if they 
were ilili refolved to accompany me; and^ to , 

. difpel 
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difpel from their minds every doubt, and to 
prove that I did not aft tafhly, I declared 
that I had no intention of penetrating far 
into CafFrarla, unlefs I met with no obftacles, 
and experienced no kind of difcontcnt on 
their part ; that as, from the accounts of my. 
envoys, I could not hope to find king Faroe 
cafily, I propofed only to pay a vifit to the 
CafFres, who waited for me with impatience, 
and then to turn off towards the eaft, in order 
to get near the coaft, where we might per- 
haps difcover the veffel that had been (hip- 
Wrecked. Finding that they all adhered to 
the promife which they had made me, I ad- 
drefTed Swanepoel j and telling him that I 
confidered him as another felf, and invefted 
him with tlie whole of my authority during 
my abfence, I conjured him to watch over 
my camp, and preferve good order in it, as I 
could not depend on the reft. 

My three Gonaquas having arrived on the 
day appointed, nothing reriiained but to pre- 
pare ourfelves, and to lay in provifions ne- 
ceffary for our journey. I filled two leather 
bags with gunpowder, which I enclofed in 
a third, to preferve them from'moifture ; and 
we caft balls of diiFerent fizcs, made' a con- 

fiderable 



AFRICA: 425 

fiderable ^quantity of fmall Ihot, arid I carried 
eight fufeei along with nie, leaving eight 
more for the defence* of my 6amp. I then 
collected different kinds of beads and toys^ 
^fhich I afforted fepafately into bags and 
fmall boxes; and packed lip a woollen cover- 
let, a large cloak; and ibnle other efFedls, 
which I considered is abfoliitely neceffary: 
For the ufe of my kitchen^ we carried only 
one kettle, a boiler, and fonle tea, fait, fu^ 
gar, &c. My companions alfo employed th'efii- 
felves in rolling up their ikins, mats, and 
utenfils ; and they did not forget to requeft 
that I would lay in a propef provifion of to- 
bacco and brandy. The buflle and itgitatiori^* 
with the rilniiing backwards and forwards,' 
which all thefe preparations occafioned; 
would have afforded me a very arnqfirig 
fcene, had my mind been calrti, and all my 
people difpofed td follow me:— ^it might have 
been an excellent fubjeft for a painter. On 
the other h arid; the aftonrfhed aind forrow- 
ful air of thofe poltroons who reniaihed ex- 
hibited a firigdar contraft : fhofe \*^ho were 
about to depart ekalted their voices, and be-' 
held them with a kind of pity ; one might 
have faid; that they no longer knew them,^ 
VoL.IL Q^ and 
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knrd thai th^ Were not of the fame fpccies. 
The former fufficiently manifefted the un- 
eafinefs they felt at our departure, and their 
dejedtoti on feeing me no more at their head : 
they ardently wiflied to know hovr long I 
fhouid be abfent ; but this depended as little 
upon me as on them. 

When our baggage was packed up, and 
nothing more remained to be done» we re- 
fblved to depart the next day, being the third 
of November. 

When our evening fires were kindled, I 
placed myfelf by therti as ufual, with all my 
people, in order to drink tea ; and I e m* 
braced this opportunity to give a gentle ad- 
monition to thofe who were to remain in my 
camp. I (hewed them no (ign of difconteut ; 
I even pretended to approve of their reafons ; 
being well aHtired that I 0iould not alter the 
determination of thofe who intended to de- 
part with me : but with refpedt to the con- 
cern which they teftlfied for my perfon, I 
told them, that I had too great confidence 
in my brave friends who were to accompany 
me, not to be perfectly eafy. I recommend- 
ed it to them to be firiftly obedient to the 
orders of old Swanepoel, and I prom^fed to 

6 reward 
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reward all thofe who fhould behave agree- 
ably to the good opinion which they had 
hitherto given me caufe to entertain of them. 
In (hort, that I might leave no regret in their 
minds, and that I might efface even the re- 
membrance of our reciprocal difagreement, I 
ordered a general bumper to be handed round* 
They then drank to the fuccefs of our jour- 
ney, and each retired to his place of reft. 

Not being able to fleep during the night, I 
roufed my people at break of day ^ after which 
we got ready our baggage, and loaded my 
four oxen. 

Whilft we were breakfafting, I ordered 
all my dogs to be tied up : for without this 
precaution, the whole pack, which forefaw 
the time of our departure, and which on this 
account (hewed every demonftration of joy, 
as was the cafe every time we changed our 
encampment, would not have failed to get 
before us, and to difperfe themfelves through-- 
out the fields. I carried only five of them 
along with me. 

Before we took leave of each other, I 
called Swanepoel afide, and told him, that if 
I found it either unfafe or impoffible to tra- 

Qj2 verfe 
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verk all CafFraria, I would return without 
fail in fifteen days ; but that, if I did not 
appear after lix weeks were elapfed, he might 
decamp and repair to Camdebo, which was 
his own country ; that I left him at liberty 
to purfue this route even before that period, 
if he apprehended that there would be the 
leaft rifle in remaining where he was, and 
that I could eafily find means to join him. 
I begged him to have a watchful eye over 
juy people, my carriages, and my coUeftions; 
and, in a word, on the firft appearance of 
danger, to think of putting every thing in a 
place of (helter. If, on not feeing me return, 
(added I, with an emotion which I could not 
at that moment cqnceal), you have reafon to 
defpair of my fafety, you muft make direftly 
for the Cape with all my people, and de- 
liver my eflfefts to my friend Mr. Boers* 

This worthy old man, on hearing thefe 
laft words, could not help fhedding tears. 
Whilft he was almoft fuffocated by fighs 
and fobbing, I endeavoured to confole him, 
by promifing that I would attempt nothing 
but what was confiftent with prudence. But it 
would have been in vain for ilim to attemjpt 

10 



AFRICA. lag 

to detain me;any longer : I tore myfelf away 
from his afFeftionate carefles, and joined my 
horfes, my oxen, and my dogs. 

Kees had already got the ftart of me. Ef- 
corted by my eight people, one of whom 
carried my tent, I purfued my way, and foon 
loft fight of my camp. To crofs the river, 
I was obliged to go up its banks for the fpace 
of a league and a half; and when I had 
reached the other fide, a part of my people, 
who accompanied me thus far, took leave of 
me, and returned^ 

Having quitted the river, we directed our 
courfe towards the north-eaft, which, ac- 
cording to my fyftem, agreed very well with 
the dirediions I had received from Hans, 
where to enter CafFraria in the broadeft part. 
We always travelled under the fame kind 

- of trees which were interfpcrfed through- 
out every part of this canton, and the ground 

'was covered with very long grafs, that in- 
commoded us much J but my people fuf- 
fered more than I, becaufc, as it was entire- 
ly* dry, it pricked their feet at every ftep : 
they however remedied this inconveniencb 
in part, by forming bulkins of thongs and 
grafs twifted together. My oxen alone ap-^ 

peared 
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peared to be very well fatisfied with this 
circumftance ; for, whilft they were marchuig 
forward, they fed whenever they chofe* with- 
out having the trouble of bending down 
their heads to the earth. We had always 
in our view antelopes of different kinds, par- 
ticularly that called the fpring^bocL My 
dogs fprung a buftardi which I killed; it 
will form a new fpecies, never before de- 
fcribed, larger than the Freach field-duck 
of Europe : the plumage of its neck before, 
and that of the bread and belly, is of an uni* 
form blueifli grey colour ; all the upper part 
of the body has a reddi(h tint, fpotted and 
ilriped with a colour almofl black ; and its 
voice has a great refemblance to that of the 
toad, but it is ftronger. 

We continued our journey in this man- 
ner for five hours, under an exceflive heat, 
tvhich obliged us to halt. We were, it 
is true, almofl: continually fheltered by the 
trees, which grew very clofely together ; but 
the leaves of the mimofa are fo fmall, and fo 
thinly fcattered, that its fliade, which never 
darkens the place where it falls, may almoft 
be accounted, as nothing. We found no other 
in the whole plain ; and I obfervcd that the 

beautiful 
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beautiful trees, Kl?e thofcof Autejciiqua, grew 
upon tbe top^ of high mouutalnSf ^hich Vfo 
muft have soae much farther lu fearch of. 

Perceiving in the courfe of our march that 
my ^pe often Aopped at the mimofa, de« 
tached fom^ of the prickles with which that 
tree is furpli]|^e49 and eat thepci with plear 
fure, I was di$(ir9us of partaking with him^ 
f;fpe(;i^lly 9$ I ponfided much in his tafte. 
Th0^ greeneft of thefe prickles, and thpfe only 
which cpuld be ea^en, were {cotja two to three 
inches ip length, and as brittle as afparagus. 
When I tafted them, I fouind myfelf very 
much deceived; for though I at £rft thought 
then) fw^et ^nd agreeable, a moment after a 
moft infuppoitable tafte of garlic, which 
burnt my mputb, and which the moft robufl 
inhabitant of Marfeilles could npt have en- 
duredy made me fpit them out again. The feeds 
of this tree, which Kees feemed to prefer, 
produced the fame effect on my palate. This 
fmell was £> ftrong, that at a diAance 1 could 
difcover, by its urine, when an ape had eaten 
of the mimofa. 

On this tree I found a very large and moft 
elegant fpecies of caterpillar ; its body was 
furrounded with bands of a velvet black on 

0^4 a beau- 
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a beautiful green ground. When it becomes 3 
butterfly, its wings are almoft entirely white, 
with a few brown ftripes and fpots ; its body 
IS Co foft that it feels to the touch like cot- 
ton. I had feveral opportunities afterwards 

of remarking, that when the mimofa is in 

• . " • • • • 

bloom, whidh generally happens towards the 
commencement of January, its flowers are 
covered with a great nurhber of infers of 
different kinds ; in the cantons, therefore, 
where this tree grows, one may find in the 
greateft abundance a part of thofe different 
individuals which compofe this clafs of na- 
tural hiftory ; and, by a heceflary confequence, 
an infinite number of different birds are at- 
trafted by thefe infers, which form the 
principal part of their nourifliment. 
• I took advantage of this firft halting to Ikin 
the bufiard which I had killed ; its fle(h af- 
fordedme'a meal, and my people dined on 
the provilions . which we had brought with 
lis. • My oxen had fared fp well diiring the 
way, that we had fcarcely flopped. When 
they lay down, notwithftanding the loads 
which they carried, the grafs afouncl them 
was fo high that they were entirely hid 
by it. In the afternoon the fky became 

overcaft, 
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overcaft, and we were attacked by a moft 
dreadful ftorm, accompanied with thunder : 
but we ftill continued our journey ; for being- 
unwilling to unload the oxen before night, 
and having no flielter in the place where 
we dined, we fhould have been equally ex- * 
pofed to the rain when at reft as when in 
motion. About five in the evening, how- 
ever, finding ourfelves fo much haralTed that 
we could proceed no farther, I ordered my 
tent to be immediately erected. Large fires 
were kindled ; and when We had dried our- 
felves I retired to . reft, whilft my people 
ftretched themfelves out as well as they 
could under their flcins and mats, inclined 
towards the rain- in the fame manner as 
fcreens are placed to defend houfes from the 
heat of the fun. The moifture of the earth 
foon penetrated the blanket upon which I 
had thrown myfelf, but in vain, to enjoy re- 
pofe; and the rain, which poured down in- 
ceflantly, penetrated through the canvafs of 
my tent on all fides, fo that I was as com- 
pletely drenched as my people. 

Having prepared to depart at break of day, 
Hans informed me that we could not be far 
diftant from that kraal of the CafFres which 
^" "'■ had 
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had been d^droyed by the pUnfters. As the 

nfing of the fun had dlfperfed the clouds, I 

.refumed my courage, and refolv^d to proceed 

till I found this kraal, which {earned to pro* 

lipife us a commodious {hel^^r; but as we 

ha4 already marched feven hours, and ha4 

t^ree leagues more to travel before we could 

jeach it ; and as my oxen were opprefled h^ 

fatigue, and as night was approaching, I rer 

iblved to ered my tent, efpeciaUy as I found 

myfclf in the neighbourhood of a moft der 

light ful rivulet. Every league we travelled 

the mimofas became {lill fcarcer, fmaller, 

and more ftunted, than in the places through 

which we had paffed ; the grafs alio was 

not fo high. We indeed found that wc 

were now upon a very elevated fpot. From 

the place where I was encamped my people 

Ihewed nie a very high mountain, which 

they thought they knew, and which I could 

diflinguifli better by the help of my fpying- 

glafs. It was the neareft to the encampment 

of Koks-Kraal, and I had more than once 

traverfed it in my hunting excurfions : it was 

about ten or twelve leagues diftant from us. 

When they had unloaded the oxen and 

ere^ed my tent, I made an cxcurfion on foot 

along 
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along Jthc banks of the rivulet, which pro* 
h^bly, after many windings, joined the river 
^root-Vis ; and I had the good fortune to 
kill a bird of the cuckoo kind^ which to me 
was ntvr and uncommon. Notwithfianding 
its affinity to that of which I have already 
fpoken, and which BufFon defcribes under 
the namue of the green and golden cufkoo of 
the Cape, I have ftrong reafons for making 
it another fpecies : its note, befides, is en« 
tirely different. The female, more cunning 
than the male, made me lofe a great deal 
pf time in purfuing her, while by her tricks, 
%yhich I might compare to thofe of a co- 
qiiette, (he every moment feemed to become 
lefs (by, in order to deceive my hopes the 
more. When I thought I had hol4 of her, 
flie inftantly flew to the diftance of ten paces, 
to renew her provoking fport : at length, af- 
ter aipufing me in this manner for an hour, 
Ihe retired to the thickeft part of the wood, 
and I was obliged to return after havmg 
ipent my labour in vain. 

Juft as I reached my camp, one of my 
hunters had arrived there with a gnou* 
which he had killed. Colonel Gordon was 

^ A fpecies of aoteWpe, 

the 
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the fii'ft perfoii whb gave an account of this 
beautiful and rare animal ; and the defcrip- 
tion of it which he fent to profeflbr Alleman, 
and which that learned man publifhed, is 
very accurate ; but it is to be regretted that 
the figure which accompanies it is defeftive 
•and badly delineated. This animal^ which 
in fhape refembles a fmall ox, is no better 
reprefented in the French tranflation of Dr. 
Sparmann*s Voyage, becaufe. the engraver, or 
the perfon who made the drawings, not con* 
tented with giving it the cheft and buttocks 
of a horfe, has added alfo his tail^ which is 
falfe, as the gnou has a tail cxzAly like that 
of an ox. The Hottentots name this ante- 
lope nou, preceded by that fecond kind of 
clapping which I have already mentioned. 
It was probably this clapping which induced 
Colonel GojKlon to add a g to the proper 
name, which renders the pronunciation of it 
almoft the fame. Dr. Sparmann writes the 
word gnUf becaufe the u in the Swedifh and 
German languages is pronounced ou. Trans- 
lators ought to attend to thefe fmall varia- 
tions, which may occafion errors rcfpe<fting 
the proper names of animals, which ought 
not to be disfigured. 

We 
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We fpent this night very peaceably, having 
our oxen faftened near us with large leather 
thongs, and our horfes with reins. We in- 
deed heard ibme lions roaring at a diftance 
in the mountains ; but we were under very 
little apprehenfions on that account. In ge- 
neral our uneafinefs and embarraffment in 
this refpeft had always decreafed in propor- 
tion to the train which followed us. 

Having departed early on the 5th of the 
month, we arrived at the kraal of the CafFres, 
which we imagined we had met with the 
evening before. The greater part of the 
huts were ftill entire, and only a few of 
them had been burnt. I obferved fix or 
feven (landing clofe together in a clufter; 
the reft, which might amount to about -fifty 
or fixty, were fcattcred here and there in 
the extent of half a league. Here I difco- 
vered, for the firft time^ that thefe people ap- 
ply themfelves a little to agriculture : they 
fow a kind of millet, known under the name 
of CafFre wheat ; and, in order that they may 
be enabled to till the ground with greater faci- 
lity, each choofes that fpot which feems to be 
moft favourable for his views, and erefls his 
hut In the centre of it : on this account their 

kraals 
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kraals are not In one and the fame place, like 
thofe of the Gouaquas or Hottentots, It is 
probable that thofe among whofe huts we 
were had been furprifed by the planters ; for 
we faund every where around us carcafles 
and fcattered limbs^ half devoured by fero- 
ciuos animals. Several fields of corn were 
ready for the hand of the reaper ; but the 
antelopes, which appear in great numbers 
when they are not driven away by fcare- 
crows, had damaged them confiderably : my 
oxen, which were here let loofe, completed 
the devaflation. 

As for me, I eftabliflied myfelf in my tent, 
and my Hottentots in the feven huts of 
which they took pofleffion. As the fituation 
of this' place appeared to me very agreeable, 
I refolved to fpend feveral days in it; and in 
confequence of this determination, we cut 
down ai number of large branches, with 
whith my tent was fo well concealed, that it 
would have been very difficult to difcover it. 
A rivulet of limpid water rolled over its 
pebbly bed clofc to us ; a few mimofas here 
and there interfperfed preferved a little cool- 
nefs ; and at the diftance of an hundred paces 
from our camp we could, if neceffary, enjoy 

a moft 
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a inoft delightful (helter^ in an immenfe forcft 
compofed of large and magnificent trees. I 
often went thither to walk, efpecially during 
the great heats of the day ; and it clearly ap- 
pearcd^ from the various paths which crofled 
each other in a thoufand different diredions, 
that this plate muft have been long fre- 
quented. 

1 obferved here many trees of the fame 
kind as thofe I had met with in the country 
of Auteniqua : the Jllnk-houttj or ftinking 
Wood, abounded in every quarter. This tree 
is found alfoy as I have already remarked, 
near the bay of Agoa, from which it is 
tranfported by the inhabitants of the Cape, 
in order to be manufaiSkured and employed 
in cabinet work ; but the expence occafioned 
by the diftance of that bay renders it ex- 
ceedingly fcarce and dear. Befides being 
fuiceptible of the fineft polifli, it has the va- 
luablie property of being proof againfl: the 
attacks of worms ; and when it grows old, 
it acquires a cheftnut colour, the veins of 
which being very broad are (haded with 
tints more or lefs dark.. When it is cut, and 
before it becomes dry, it exhales an exCfe- 
mentitious fmell, whicK occafions a naufea, 

particularly 
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particularly in wet weather, and when it is 
impregnated with water; but in proportion 
as it dries, it lofes this noxious quality. Like 
all hard and compadt timber, it grows ilowly ; 
but in procefs of time it increafes in height 
and bulk, fo as to furpafs the talleft oaks. 

I obferved alfo the geekrhouttf or yellow 
wood, which takes its name from its colour. 
It is not fo highly valued as the other for 
making different articles of furniture; but 
as it is well ihaped and fells readily, it is 
converted into beautiful boards, planks, and 
beams for building. It produces a yellow 
fruit of the fize of a plum, which is very 
thickly covered with fmall tubercles: the 
kernfcl, which is extremely hard, is the only 
part of it that can be eaten. 

Another tree, the roye-houtt^ or red wood^ 
takes its name alfo from the deep red colour 
of its bark. It is thick, but very tender, and 
a dye may be ixtradled from it. The fruity 
which is of the fijse of an olive, is likewife 
red when ripe : it is eat with pleafure, and 
the inhabitants make a kind of fpirituous li* 
ijuor from it. 

I Hopped before a kaerfen Boom, or cherry-^ 
tree, which to me ieemed to have no other 

. 2 mqrit 
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merit than that of recalling to my view the 
place where Ilcilled my four elephants, and 
the time when that event happened. I re- 
membered that they readily eat the fruit and 
the leaves of this tree; and, as I had never 
tafted them, I embraced this opportunity of 
their being within my reach; but I was con- 
vinced that one muft be an elephant to be 
able to endure them. 

My Hottentots made me remark a tree, 
which I had never before feen, and which 
they told me had been formerly very com- 
mon in the colonies. It was employed in 
preference to any other for making carts and 
waggons; but only by the company, who had 
cxprefsly forbid it to be ufed except for their 
fcrvice. This exclufion was the caufe of its 
deftrudion, and it is now only feen in places 
remote from the colonies. On the other 
liand, the indolence of the planters fuffered 
it to decay entirely, fo that at prefent it is 
conlidered as a loft fpecies. This tree, at the 
Cape, is named boeken houtt. 

CafFraria often produces^ in the neighbour- 
hood of fmall rivers and in marfhy places, a 
kind of trees which have a great refemblance 
to our willows. I have alfo often met with 
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the wild almond tree, nDtlde^amandd^ the nar- 
row leaves and fruit of which, (haped exa&ly 
like ours, differed only in the reddifh brown 
colour of the hu(k. 

If fome ikilful botanift would traverfe this 
beautiful country which I am now defcrib- 
ing, he would certainly find objedls highly 
worthy of his attention, and which might 
prove of great advantage to fcience. As for 
my part, I direfted my refearches to thofc 
things only which I had never before feen, 
or which appeared extraordinary. Being in- 
capable of diflinguifhing the real properties 
of trees, plants, and (hrubs, I admired no- 
thing but their flriking differences; fuch, 
for example, as the mofs or yellow lichen that 
adhered to them; all its (hoots being often 
ten or twelve feet in length : my people, in 
their language, called it hair; and in feveral 
cantons the trees were fo covered with it, that 
one could neither difiinguifh the trunk nor 
the branches, nor even a fingle leaf; which 
appeared to me very fingular. 

This mofs was of the utmoft fervice to 

me in preferving my birds; and I ftrongly 

advife fuch ornithologifts as may be induced 

to vifit this very curious part of Africa, not 
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to encumber themfelves with tow, cotton, or 
any other fubftances of the like nature. In 
order that I might procure a quantity of it 
fufficient for my whole journey, as I was 
afraid of not finding it el fe where, I ordered 
one of thefe trees to be cut down and to be 
ftripped of all its hair. The youngeft and 
fliorteft is the moft delicate; that which is 
fix feet long is harder, and can be of no ufc 
but for quadrupedes and^ery large birds. 

I found creeping plants alfo in almoft every 
place where I paffed, which having reached 
the fummits, and even the fmalleft branches 
of the trees, (hot forth filaments that hung 
down to the parth. Being at firft exceed- 
ingly weak and flender, they at length attain 
to the fize of one's arm, like thofe fcen in 
America. Thefe filaments, which are al- 
nooft innumerable, bear no leaves, and the 
natives call them iavians tow, or bavians 
ropes^ becaufe, by their affiftance,. thefe apes 

climb to the tops of the trees' in order to 
reach the fruit of the plants, which grows 
only at their extremities where the filaments 
begin to (hoot forth. This fruit, which birds, 
and particularly the touracos, are exceedingly 
fond of, contains in its pulp a few round 
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and flat feed^ : It Is of the iize of a cherry, and 
has a crinifon colour. I fpcak here of the 
fruit of a particular fpecies of thefe plants, 
which Is called the wild grape, on account 
of the great refemblance which its leaves 
have to thofe of the vine. Thefe natu- 
ral ropes will fuftain the weight of a man, 
if the branch from which they are fufpended 
be fufficiently ftrong : this cherry is excel- 
lent, and very proper for making a kind of 
fpirituous liquor; when preferved, It is flill 
better. 1 have ' often imitated the iavians, 
and mounted 9 by the help of thefe cords, to 
the fummlts of the trees, to gather the fruit, 
and fometlmes to coliefl infefts. 

Thefe woods abounded likewife with two 
fpecies of antelopes, not at all wild : the ios-* 
iocy which I had feen in other places, and 
that called by the Hottentots noumetjes. Of 
the latter I had only a flight view in the 
country of Auteniqua; it is not uncommon, 
but it is very difficult to approach fo near it 
as to kill it. Befides this, it feldom appears 
in the plains, but keeps itfelf concealed in 
the^ bufhes and thickefl parts of the forefls. 
At the utmofl it is no more than twelve or 
fifteen inches in height 3 the horns of the 

male 
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male are ftraight, fmooth, and diftaiit about 
a hand breadth from each other. Tbe co- 
lour of this little animal is a moufe grey, 
which, on the ridge of the back, aflumes a 
reddifh tint : but the belly and the infide of 
the thighs are white. It may be eafily feen^ 
by the elegance of its form, that it is exceed- 
ingly nimble; it fometimes takes furprifing 
leapS| and fquats down like a hare. If any 
one happens to get near it^ as foon a^ it per- 
ceives him, itinftantly betakes itfelf to flight 
with the velocity of lightning, and afterwards 
flops at fonie diflance to examine its purfuer. 
This is the only opportunity one can have 
of firing at it j and the hunter muft, without 
lofs of time, embrace it, for it lafls only for 
a moment. Its cry, which I ought rather 
to call its warbling, is very long and flirill : 
it would be in vain for me to attempt to imi- 
tate it. It begins by a broken kind of 
whiftling, the tones of which are like thofc 
of a tabour hung round with little belfs ; and 
its goat-like voice imitates them exceedingly 
well : one would hardly conceive that fo 
fmall an animal could make fo loud a nolle; 
when I heard it for the firfl time I imagined 
that I was dreaming. Its fleih^ 'more deli«» 
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cate than that of any other antelope, was t9 
us a moft delicious treat. I fhall give a de* 
fcription, with a figure of this aninoalt m 
my account of the quadrupedes of Africa. 

Among other new birds of this canton, I 
Aot a fmall eagle, which had a very long creft 
that hung down behind its head; and I named 
another bird the kings hunter ^^ on account' 
of the refemblance of its form to that of the 
king's fiiher. Its bill, which is long, is of 
a red colour; the back, the wings, and the 
tail, are of a lively blue: it feeds upon infe&s, 
inhabits only the woods, and makes its neft 
in hollow trees.. I ihall not forget this beau- 
tiful bird in my ornithology. 

Nothing remarkable occurred to us in this 
' encampment, except that, during the whole 
time of our refidence here, we regularly ex* 
perienced every evening, between three and 
four o'clock, fevere flOrms, which did not 
much incommode us, becaufe they were of 
ihort continuance. On the 9th of the month 
we packed up our baggage and again fet out« 
when my Hottentots, according to their cuf- 
tom of giving names to places from fome 
circumAance that has happened in them^ 

* Martin ^bajfiur* 
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called the kraal which wc left the Cnmp of 
Slaughter. Having advanced ftraight to-^ 
wards the eaft, and traverfed a canton all 
the grafs of which had been a prey to the 
flames, a frefh verdure that began to fhoot 
up formed a mod beautiful^ green carpet 
under our feet. At every ftep we met whole 
flocks of fpring-bocks, gnous, and oftriches. 
As we had more prpvifions than were necef- 
fary, we did not fire at thefc antelopes. I 
only difcharged my fufee at a few oflriches; 
but being too fufpicious to fufFer any dne to 
approach near them, I could not kill one of 
them. In proportion as we advanced, the 
antelopes colleded themfelves into a body to 
fee us pafs; and. the heat was fo intenfc, and 
•perfpiration fo abundant, that a cloud of va- 
pour arofe from the middle of thefe innu« 
mer4Bible flocks. In the courfe of our march 
I killed partridges fufHcient to dine all my 
people, but we did not flop to regale on 
them till we had fatigued ourfelves by con- 
tinuing our journey for full five hours more. 
About which time a heavy rain came, one as 
ufual that refrefhed us much. Throughout 
all this canton I obfcrved the traces of oxen, 
which indeed feemed to be very old; but I 
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was furprifcd that fo fine a country fhould bd 
entirely dcftitute of inhabitants, and that wc 
did not meet with a fingle CafFre. Hans 
pretended that the alarm had been too gene- 
ral; and though we had already travelled 
thirty leagues, I began to defpair of feeing 
even one kraal: every thing feemed to an-* 
nounce that thefe people had retired farther 
towards the centre; and I conjedured that if 
wc fhould difcover any of the inhabitant?^ 
they could only be fpies from the hordes, 
yrho, defirous of promoting the general good, 
ranged the country, and kept themfelves 
concealed in ambuih. 

While I was converfing familiarly with 
TOy people, I perceived a fmall flock of ante-^ 
lopes, which, paffing quite clofe to us, made 
off full fpeed, being purfued by a pack of 
feventeen wild dogs. I initantly mounted 
my horfe, and fet out on a full gallop to de- 

* • 

fend the antelopes and to attack the wild 
dogs; but I unluckily foon loft fight of them 
both. As the ground was covered with 
pebbles concealed under the grafs, my horfe 
Humbled at every ftep, and we both narrowly 
pfcaped having our necks broke. Returning 
fh^refore very deliberately in order to Join 

my 
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my people^ an oilrich ftarted vp at the di& 
tance of twenty paces from me ; and as | 
doubted whether it might not be a female 
which had been fitting/i haf|enedto the fpot 
from which I faw it depart, where I found 
eleven eggs ftill warm, and four more feat- 
tered at the diftance of two or thre^ fe^t from 
the neil. Having called to my connpanions, 
who inftantly flocked round me, I ordered 
them to break one of the warm eggs, ia 
which we perceived a young one completely 
formed, ahd of the fize of a chicken when 
ready to burft its fhejl. I imagined that aU 
thefceggs were fpoiled;but my people thought 
otherwife. Each of them endeavoured to 
fall upon the nefl; and Amiroo, taking up 
the other four, defired me to eat them, affur- 
ing me that I fhould find them excellent. 
1 here learned from this favage a circum* 
ftance which my Hottentots thcmfelvcs were 
ignorant of, and which is even unknown to 
naturalifts, fince no one whom I know 
fpeaks of it. This fad, which I have often 
afterwards had an opportunity of verifying, 
is, that the oftrich always depofits near her 
neft a certain number of eggs, proportioned 
to thofe which, (he deftines for incubation. 

As 



ft5» TRAVELS IN 

Aft flic never fits upon thcfe eggs, they will 
keep frefli a long time, and the provident iti^ 
fiind of the mother fets theoi apart for the 
firft nouriflimentof theybang produced from 
the reft. Experience convinced me* of the 
truth of this aflertion ; and every time I met 
with an oftrich's ned, I found feveral of the 
eggs feparated in the fam6 manner. When 
I defcribe thefe fingular birds, I fliall enlarge 
more on this intarefting fubje<2. 

At half after feven in the evening I halted 
near a confiderable pond formed by. the rain* 
welter, as my oxen had not tafted any Mrhen 
we flopped at noon, and as I was not certain 
of finding an opportunity of refrefhing them 
if I advanced farther. When our fires were 
kindled, each cooked his eggs after his own 
manner; having taken oflFtho flcin from one 
of thofe which were rcferved for me, my 
Hottentots put a little grcafc into it, after it 
had been half buried in hot aflies, and ftirring 
it with a wooden fpoon, they made of it 
what is called a broiled cgg^ which, if I re- 
member right, might be equivalent to at leaft 
a dozen of hen's eggs; but, notwithftanding 
my voracious appetite, and theexquifitetafte 
of this new food, I could only eat the half of 

it. 
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it. Several of my people, after taking out 
the young which they found in theirs, made 
an omelet of the reft. I queftioned them, 
with fome plcafantry, .refpedting their fine 
ragouts of thefe half-hatched eggs, and I 
could not help concluding that they muft be 
infectious ; on this account I was defirous of 
tailing them, and had I not been blinded by 
prejCidice, I fhould have found no difference 
between them and mine, and fhould have eat 
them with as much pleafure. 

We fpent the evening very cheerfully; but 
this was not th*e cafe during the night, for 
we were all kept awake by the continual 
barking of our dogs, which was the more 
difagreeable, as our ears were affailed by no 
other noife. As this uproar was not occa« 
fioned by any wild beafl, for it would foon 
or late have made its appearance, our fufpi« 
cions fell upon the favages, and I began to 
be apprehenfive of fome treachery. Day at 
length appeared, but it did not bring back 
tranquillity, and all the fearch which we 
made in the neighbourhoods proved entirely 
fruitlefs. We did not know whether the 
people whom we dreaded were CafFres, or 
fome of thofe plunderers called the Bofhmen : 

the 



25* TRAVELS IN 

the drynefs of the ground and the grafs^ m 
the fpot where we were encamped, did not 
permit us to difcover their traces; and pn the 
ioth> without learning any thing farther, we 
departed^ keeping flill towards the eafl. This 
diredion condufted us to a canton, in which 
the mimofas were in fo great abundance, and 
fo tall and buihy, that they formed a real fo*- 
left* After paffing through ic we found a 
fmall river, which we were fo fortunate as to 
be able to ford j. and marching along its banks 
two full leagues, we encamped, as uight was 
about to overtake us. 

Having been informed by our guide, that 
three leagues farther we fliould at length find 
the kraal of thofe CafFres who had folicited 
me to pay them a vifit, I was the more de- 
firous of feeing it, as it was very curious and 
ancient ; and as this place, extremely com- 
modious and well known to the favagcs, fel- 
dom remained vacant, and as the horde was 
exceedingly numerous. That we might not 
difcover ourfelves, I ordered my people nqt 
to fire at any game whatever; and when my 
tent was ereded, and our fires kindled, we 
remained around them till late at night. Af- 
ter this, in order to deceive the enemy, in 

whofe 
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whofe proiilifes I prudently repofed very little 
confidence, I ordered fome frefli branches t<i 
be thrown into thefe fires, to keep them burn- 
ing till day-light, and we then went and laid 
burfelves down on mats at the diftance of 
fifty paces ferthcn We were not difturbed 
in our fleep; and next morning Hans, with 
two of my Hottentots well armed, fetting 
out before, I appointed them to meet us at a 
place two leagues diftant from us, that is to 
, fay, within a league of the kraal, and to 
come immediately and give us an account of 
what they had feen. In two hours they re- 
turned, and informed me, with equal grief 
and aftonifhment, that they had found the 
kraal in very good condition, but that, like 
the reft, it was abfolutely deferted ; upon 
which I continued my route to the fpot, and 
took poffeffion of this new empire. In this 
kraal, which was remarkably exterifive, we 
found above an hundred huts apparently very 
ancient, and conftru€ted with great folidity 5 
they were diftributed in the ordinary manner, 
and at the ufual diftances, and it appear^ 
that the inhabitants had been alarmed with- 
out caufe, for we obferved no ruins, and not 
a fTngle dead body. In one of the huts they 

3 had 
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had forgot two aflagays ; and in another a 
woman's fmall apron, a few wooden utenfils 
for tilling the earth, and fome other trifles of 
very little value: thefe different objects I 
took poffeffion of. The fmall corn-fields did 
not here exhibit, as in the firfl: kraal where 
we ftopped, a picture of defolation and de- 
ftru£kion ; on the contrary, it appeared that 
the crops had been carried away in peace. We 
determined to flop here two or three days, in 
order to diftribute a few fcouts at a diftance, 
and to fee if we could not difcover fome Caf- 
fres in the neighbourhood. I well knew that 
by going diredlly northward I (hould fall in 
with the centre of CafFraria, which I above 
all thmgs wi(hed to avoid, as I thought it 
better to advance gradually towards it by 
long circuits, and not to expofe myfelf, but 
in proportion as I fhould fee the dangers let 
fened, and according to the information which 
I might acquire by the way. All our ftrata- 
gems, and all our refearches, ended however 
ift nothings for not a fingle CafFre appeared. 
I will be candid enough to confefs, that, 
from my own prejudice, and the pompous 
defcriptions of the magnificence and luxury 
of the Afiatic defpots, I imagined that I (hould 

find 
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find at leaft fome appearance of them in the 
territories of the king of the CafFres, This 
idea had infpired me with a very ftrong 
defire of feeing Faroo; but I no longer 
found the fame food for my curiofity, after 
the laft guefls whom I had received in my 
camp, and who generally refided near, had 
told me that this prince, without any parti* 
cular train, inhabited, like the meaneft of 
his fubjefts, a hut which was neither larger 
nor better ornamented than the reft; that, 
like them, he might become very poor, if a 
mortality prevailed among his cattle: that 
his fubjefts were obliged to pay him neither 
fuBfidieS nor taxes ; that he had no right to 
touch their property ; that, in a word, he was 
only a plain chief as among the Hottentots : 
that the only remarkable difference between 
this chief and the reft was, that his place 
was hereditary ; but that, deftitute of every 
external decoration, and of every badge of 
royalty, he pofTeffcd only a very limited 
power. 

From thefe details, many of thofe brilliant 
ideas which my imagination had formed re- 
Ipcding this king began to dlfappear j and as 
I coi}ld gain nothing by feeing him, and as I 

defpaired 
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dcfpaired of nicJetiug with him, my wfiol^ 
views were direSdd towards the fhipwrecked 
veffel. The relations of my CafFres gave me 
very little hopes of being able to fatifffy my-^ 
felf on this point i yet I purfued my conrfe 
towards the coaft^ always fall of the chime- 
rical notion that I (hould obtain more cer- 
tain information refpe£ling it. 

In every part of our way we found nothing 
»but deferted huts, without feeing a fingle in- 
habitant, or any traces of the human racfe^ 
In order, however^ to indemnify us for thi$ 
lofe, all the places through which we paffed 
abounded with buffaloes, antelopes^ and in: 
general with game of every kind— which 
proves, better than vain reafoning, that the 
' CafFres are not fo much addided to hunting 
as the-Hfottentots J that they truft lefs to hopesV 
and that they depend more on their corn and 
ilocks than on the refources of their (kill and 
•dexterity in wielding their affagays and clubs* 
We faw feveral elephants, but they did not 
fufFer us to get near enough to fire at them. 

Since my departure from Koks- Kraal, I 
ihad formed fo large a colleftion of birds, that 
I no longer knew- where to put them 5 it was 
certainly more embarraffing by its fize thaa 

Its 
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its Weight i though I had always taken care^ 
after prefcrving each individual, to place 
it flat in order to fpare room. 

On the 15th we crofled the fraall rivei 
which we had followed this far, in 6rder to 
avoid barren and too fteep mountains which 
appeared before us ; after this we vr6r6 obliged 
to turn off towards the fouth, becaufe, not 
finding any beaten track, we were forced to 
direct our courfe according to circumftances 
and the nature o£ the ground. In the courfe 
of our march I fprung a buftard a little be^ 
fore me, which I killed : it had been fitting 
on two eggs, which contained young ready- 
to burfl the fhell, and covered with their firfl 
down. I was extremely happy that chance 
procured me this bird, which was entirely 
new to me ; and it appeared that the male 
and the female fit on the eggs alternately* 
'The one I killed, which was a male, had a 
very large aftd thick crcfl, like a capuchin, 
on the hinder part of its head. The female, 
which foon came and hovered around the 
fpot, feemed to watch us, and from time to 
time fent forth a very hoarfe cry. I had^at* 
tered myfelf that I fhould be able to kill Her 
alfo, and with this view I left the two eggs 

Vot. 11. S in 



258 TRAVELSIN 

in the neft: but as in the whole neighbour- 
hood there was no place where I could con- 
ceal myfelf fo as not to be feen, (he did not 
approach ; I therefore abandoned my defign, 
and purfued my journey* 

It is probable that there was not a fingle 
CafFre In all that part of the country which 
we had hitherto traverfed ; for the reports of 
our fufecs, which we fired continually for 
fome days, either in our marches or in our 
different encampments, muft have difcovered 
us, and condu(3:ed them towards us, as they 
are far from being timorous. During our 
journey we were not, however, all of the 
fame opinion on this fubjeft, which formed 
the ufual grounds of our converfation ; fome 
pretending that there muft be Caffres in 
the canton, but that, not being numerous, 
they did not venture to appear; and others 
maintaining that there v^ere none, {ince we 
had not been attacked by them : but when 
we came to deliberate what conduct we 
ought to purfue when we fliould meet them, 
all my people loft themfelves in abfurdity, 
and formed the moft ridiculous and imprac- 
ticable plans for our defence. I alone was of 
opinion that it would be proper to fuftain the 
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firft difcharge of their weapons without re- 
turning it, and to endeavour, by gentle means, 
to come to an explanation before we uf^d our 
arms, which would fecure us the advantage, 
fhould we be compelled to have recpurfe to 
them. I entertained no doubt that this me- 
thod would fucceed (hould we be attacked 
in the day time ; but if in the night, the cafe 
.would have been different. In this prudent 
plan of accommodation I however faw : diffir 
culties almoft mfurmountablc; and it was to 
avoid every kind of misfortune that we had 
always made it a rule to fleep at the diftance 
of fifty paces from my tent, over which I 
took care to leave my flag floatiug,^ that it 
might be perceived at a great diftance. This 
little ftratagem fecured us at leaft from the 
firft furprife, 

Notwithftanding our apprehenfions, we 
did not give over our courfes and hunting 
excurfions. Water now grew more fcarce, 
and I began to entertain very ferious appre- 
henfions. * One day, when the weather wa^ 
cloudy, which enabled us to make a very 
agreeable and gentle march for more than 
fix hours, I perceived Kees ftop all of a fud- 
den, turn his. face and ' nofe towards the 
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wind, and begin to run, with all my dogfc 
dfter him, none of which made the leaft 
fioiie. Aftonifhed at this new fpe^acle, an4 
perceiving nothing that could particularly 
ttttrad thein, I made hafte to come up witk 
theta; b«t what was my futprife when 
t found them all colleiSled around a beiautiful 
Ipriug^ at the diflanoe of three hundred pac^ 
from the place whence they had fet <>att 
iJpon this difcovety, having tftade a figii to 
fny peoj)le with my hai'Kl to approach, they 
inftantly obeyed, and *re encamped clofe to 
this beneficent iprmg, which immediately 
al^med the nackie of the ma^cia^ that di(^ 
covered it* 

I (hall more than once have bccafion to 
recoiled circuQifi^mcea in which I receiv^ 
iignal fervices from the animals I had along 
with me; and ofi this occa{i<m they freed 
me from a dreadful affliction, under which 1 
muft have funk nvtthout their affiftance. I 
never doubted that man received from his 
•Creator the fame Acuities in an equal pro- 
{portion, but his corruption has iafenitbly de^ 
{>rived him of them alL The favages^jp- 
^roaching nearer to nature in ^opoition as 
they are r^n^ved >from us, have 4lkewilb 
a every 
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every fenfc more acute; and I myfelf (I 
hope my aflertion will not be doubted), after 
paffing five or fix months in the defarts, 
when, following their example, I turned my 
face from one fide to the other, was at length 
able, like them, to difcover either a river or 
a pond, and we never failed to find them# 

Being refolved to pafs the night at Kees- 
fountain, I embraced the opportunity of a 
few moments leifure to prepare the bufl:ard I 
had killed ; and as the didant clouds colled- 
ed together feemed to threaten a ftorm, I or*- 
dered the oxen to be unloaded, and my tent 
to be ereded. 

Before night the rain came on in great 
abundance ; but it did not continue long, and 
it fcarcply ceafed when I began to range all 
the neighbourhood in fearch of fmall birds. 
In a fpot, not far from our encampment, I 
perceived two of thofe golden yellow fer- 
pents^ fo common and well known in the 
colonies under the name of koopcr-capel^ ftart 
up at my feet, Thefe reptiles, as foon as 
they faw me, reared themfelves ereft, fwell- 
ing up their heads prodigioufly, and hifling 
in a moft frightful manner. As I knew that 
i\it bite of thefe animals is mortal^ and that 

.S3 th9 



i64 -TRAVELS IN 

the faculty which they have of darting for- 
wards renders them more dangerous, I dif- 
charged my piece, upon which one of them fell 
down dead, while the other entered its hole. 
Having feized the one which remained, I 
found *that it was five feet three inches in 
length, and nine inches in circumference in 
the thickeft part : befides an infinite number 
of very fmall teeth, hardly perceptible, with 
which its mouth was armed, it had on each 
fide of the upper jaw, as high as thenoftrils, 
a hook five lines long, playing upon its joint, 
and which it could extend in the fame man- 
ner as a cat or a tiger extends its claws. One 
of thefe my Hottentots broke ; and, as I was 
very fond of hearing them difcourfe upon 
natural hiftory, becaufe, perhaps, I found 
more truth in the rude reafoning of habit 
and experience than in the ingenious fpecu- 
latlons of our literati, I alked them feveral 
queftions concerning my ferpent, which they 
anfwered in a much more fatisfa<Story man- 
ner than I expe£ted. They did not fail to 
point out to me, among other Angularities, 
that this hollow tooth was the conductor 
which conveyed the poifon into the wound 
that it made. Such is, if I miftake not, the 

nature 
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nature of the boicininga^ or rattle fnake, which 
I have feen often ia South America. 

I obferved on this, occafion' bow much 
thefe animals are dreaded by apes. It was 
not poffible for me to make Kees approach 
the ferpent that I had got poffeffion of, 
though it was entirely dead. In order to 
amufe myfelf, I found means however to 
faften it to his tail; fo that not being able to 
make any motion without moving the fer- 
pent alfo, it may eafily be conceived what 
leaps and jumps poor Kees took, and what 
fury and impatience he (hew^ed during the 
whole time that I kept his fatal enemy af- 
fixed to him. 

When night came on, we obferved a 
, large fire, which we concluded, as far as 
the obfcurity would permit us to judge, to 
be on the top of fome mountain, at the dif- 
tance of about three leagues from us. Not- 
withftanding this diftahce, concerning which 
we were not certain, my Hottentots thought 
they perceived the ihadows of fome men 
pafling backwards and forwards before the 
fire, and my fpying-glafs foon convinced me 
that they were not miftaken ; but we were 
ignorant whether they were CafFres, or thofe 

S 4 deteftable 
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deteflable Bolhmen, enemies to every nation 
Without diftinftion, and plunderers by profcf* 
iion, from whom we could e^pedl no kind of 
friendftiip. We however conjedured that 
they were fome of. the latter, becaufe the 
CafFres never inhabit the mountains ; We 
therefore took the precaution to extinguilh 
pur fires, and we fpent the reft of the night 
very peaceably. 

Our firft care^ when we awoke, was tq 
endeavour to difcover with more certainty 
where, and by whom, thA,fire we had feen 
the preceding evening had been kindled. 
The weather wa§ exceedingly favourable for 
pbferying the fmpke, but it appeared that the 
fire was extinguifhed, for we faw nothing 
jnore of it. Being thus deprived of a fixecj 
point of direftion, we fet out to enter the 
hollow defiles, where we were likely to be iij 
danger of Ipfing ourfelves. Neverthelefs, ai 
my Hottentots, perfuaded that thefe people 
were ijot CafFres, appeared willing to pqrfue 
their route thdt way at the rilk of every thing 
that might happen, and as our plan i^atu*- 
rally conduced us thither, we packed up oUc 
baggage in great hafte, aild bid adieu to Kees^ 
fountain. 

4 t ■> t ' i 
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We were obliged to pafs through a kind 
of wood, ia which the mimofas were fo nu-* 
merotiSy fo thick, and fo encumbered with 
bufh^s, that we could fcarcely proceed ten 
ftepd without being obliged to flop in order 
to force oMi way, which impeded us much^ 
efpecially as our oxen continually turned 
from one fide to the other to fearch for a 
paflage. We however at length got clear of 
this tedious foreft ; but I am perfuaded that, 
after fo much fatigue, and fo many turnings 
and windings, which continued for the fpace 
of three hours, we were not more than a 
league from Kces-fountain, Before us wc 
had a thicket almoft like that which we 
paffed ; and, in order to avoid it, we made a 
turn round, purfuing our courfe in a direc* 
(ion more to the fouth-weft* 

Covered with fweat and duft, and oppreiT* 
ibd by heat, after marching more than fix 
hoars, we flopped on the banks of a lake, 
which luckily happened to be in our way. 
One of my dogs, which had heated himfelf 
very much by running after game, was here 
in great danger of perifhing; and I fhpuld 
have indeed lofl him, had it Mt been for 
JjUij who, percei|vinjg bim jn the water, in- 

ftantly 
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ftautly rufhed forwards to drag' him from it. 
I mention this circumftance, which to many 
readers may appear trifling, merely for the 
purpofe of eftablifliing a fa£t which 1 have 
been eye-witnefs of in Africa : as fo6n as 
an over-heated dog plunges into the water to 
cooj himfelf, he expires, unlefs ipeedy af- 
iiftance be given him. In a hunting excur- 
fion I had with Mr. Boers, a large grey- 
hound, which had., got about an hundred 
paces before his carriage, having thrown 
himfelf into a rivulet that lay in our way, 
was' found dead when we came up to him. 
* Scarcely had we encamped and refrefhed 
ourfelves a little, when I difpatched fome 
Hottentots to make difcoveries, efpecially in 
that quarter from which we had been princi- 
pally diflurbed during the night. In lefs 
than an hour I heard from this detachment; 
for one of my people came back in great 
hafte to tell me, that he had perceived a 
-body of CafFres in full march ; and having 
conduced me and Hans by feveral wind* 
ing?, he at length brought us to a fpot where 
we had an opportunity of judging for our- 
felves. We indeed faw ten men, who were 
quietly driving before t^m a fpw horned 
- cattle i 
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cattle ; and as we had nothing to fear from 
fo finall a number, we made our appearance 
at a certain- diftance. As foon as thefe people 
obferved us, they betook themfelves to flight, 
being frightened, above all, by our fire-arms; 
but Hans calling out to them in their own 
language that they might advance boldly, 
they immediately flopped. Going forward, 
therefore, to fpeak to them, when they were 
convinced that I was a friend to the CafFres 
they all approached mef and having received 
them very politely, I ftretched out my hand, 
and fainted them with a tabi. The fight of 
my beard difpelled their terror ; for they had 
heard mention made of me by thofe whom I 
received ip my camp at Koks-Kraal, and 
one of them knew Hans, whom he had 
feen in his own country. I conduded them, 
all together, with their cattle, to my encamp- 
ment, and regaled them with tobacco and 
brandy. They pointed to my flag, to give 
me to underftand that they were well in- 
formed refpefting me; and they fecmed to be 
much afloniflied not to fee my carriages, and 
my whole troop. As I was unwilling to let 
them know how much they were dreaded 
by the Hottentots, I told them that I only 

wifhed . 
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wiflied to make a little excurfioa into their 
country to procure intelligence, and after- 
wards to traverfe it at my leifure. 

They were extremely defirous of knowing 
where the planters then were ; if they were 
ftill in purfuit of them, and what might be 
their intentionsw On this fubjeft'I gave them 
fuch information a» I thought confiftent with 
prudence. I had ieen the planters who had 
retired to Bruyntjes*Hoogtc keep themfelves 
there on the dfefenfive, agitated by terrors as 
much as the CafFres themfelves. The latter 
told me, that, to reach the neareft hordes of 
their nation, it would be ftlU neceiTary to 
continue my journey for full five days more» 
Calculating therefore the diftance which fe* 
parated thefe people from the planters, and 
which I reckoned to be nearly fixty leagues, 
I could, without deceiving them, allay their 
fears, and convince them that the latter were 
neither difpofed nor in a condition to under* 
take fo long a journey^ Thefe poor people 
were in fuch a wretch^ fituation that I could 
not help pitying them, for they had never 
been harafled in fuch a manner as'they were 
?t that time ; befides the loffcs which they ' 
|>ad fuftaiued ift men and cattle by the at^ 
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tacks of the white people, they were daily 
cxpofed to others from the Tambouchis, a 
fieighbouring nation, who, taking advantage 
of their critical fituation, over-ran fcveral of 
the cantons of Cafiiraria, afid put every thing 
to the fword that they met with ; fo that, op- 
preflcd on both fides by this diverfion, the 
Cafi5?ei5, deilit\ite of warlike ftores and unable 
to ilefend themfelves, retreated as faft as poC- 
fibk) zvA ^nctrated faither northwards, to 
:avoid two enenaief; wham they could not op- 
pofe; while the Bofiimen, a third, no lefs far« 
midabie, plundered and nitdi&cred them 
whenever they could find them. 

Frotti the information given me by thefe 
pec^e, I was aftoaiihod that t^hey had {drag- 
gled fo far from their horde; and that they 
wandered as chance diredted, without know- 
ing whither to dire<9: their courfe. They 
however told me, that on the firfl: is^curfio^i 
made by tthe whites, they had fuddenly driven 
their flocks, all in confuiion, either towards 
the fea coaft, or to other remote parts of Caf- 
fraria; but that* hearing no accounts of any 
new hoflilities, they had ventured to quit 
their 'hordes, and to go in queft of their di^ 
peried cattle, in order to bring them back 

again* 
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again. They had indeed about thirty along 
with them ; and when I mentioned the fire 
which we had obferved in the night-time, 
they affured me that it was kindled by 
them ; but that they had not feen mine, which 
.would have alarmed them much. Having 
queftioned them refpefting the veffel which 
had been Ihipwrecked, they only repeated 
what had been told me by others ; which was, 
that a ihip had really been loft on the coafts 
of CafFraria. After this yiformation, I con- 
cluded that this misfortune had happened 
beyond the country of the Tambouchis, oppo- 
fite to Madagafcar, and towards the channel 
of Mofembique. They added, that, without 
mentioning other difficulties which muft be 
encountered in their territories, it would be 
neceflary, befides other rivers, to p^fs one 
which was too broad to be croffed by fwim- 

* 

ming, or to advance a great way towards the 
north to find a place where it could be ford- 
ed; that they had feen feveral white people 
among the Tambouchis ; that they themfelves 
had purchafed, by barter, feveral articles from 
thefe people ; and, above aH, a great number of 
.nails procured from the wreck of the veffel ; 
but that, being then at war with the Tam- 
bouchis, 
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bouchis,they could not get anymore ir'on from' 
them, though th^y were in great want of 
that commodity. They then begged me to 
give them fomc, the ordinary requeft of thefe 
poor wretches, which* I little expected; but I 
aofwered their Ungraciqus petition with a 
mortifying refufal. 

To indemnify them, I diftributed amongft 
them all my beads, toys, tinder-boxes, tinder* 
and a large quantity of tobacco; in return 
for which they begged me to accept a couple 
of their oxen : I however replied, that inftead 
of taking from them a blefling fo valuable to 
unfortunate people, I wifhed rather to be in 
a lituation that might enable me to augment 
the number of their cattle. This mark of 
kindnefs touched them the more, as they 
coniider tbe white people to be the moft dan- 
gerous and mifchievous beings in the world. 
With that ingenuous and fincefe modefty 
whiph is ever afraid of hurting thofe on 
whom it beftows praife, they made a confef*- 
lion to me which remained long imprinted 
in my memory : Hans declared to me, in 
their name, and in very energetic terms, that 
I refembled the only worthy man of my race 
whom they had ever met with; fome years 

before 
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before they had feen this worthy man on the 
Bofhman river, the banks of which they theii 
inhabited, and from which the planters had 
never yet been able ta expel them : ho was, 
as ihey faid, a man who, like me, travelled 
merely for curiofity. I could eafily perceive 
that they alluded to Colond Gordon ; and 
they, were extremely happy .to underftand 
that we lived in ftriiSt fritendfhip together : 
they even begged me to interqede with him 
when I returned to the C4pe> and to prevail 
upon him to lay before government a true 
and afieding pifture of their mifery, and of 
the deftitute condition into which they had 
been thrown by the atrocious ii\juftice of 
their perfecutors* 

I fpent ail this day in conyerfing witii 
thefcjCaffres refpeding th^ir manners, cuf- 
toms, religion, tafte, and refources; and I al- 
ways found that their anfwers correfponded 
with what had been related to me by thole 
whom I had €rft feen. They toldme^ with 
equal fincerity, whatever tended to criminate 
themfelVes, or to do them honour ; and my 
Hottentots found them fo peaceable and ua- 
fufpicious, that thfcy requefted at night that 
I would permit them all to remain amongit 
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i!s» I continued to cohverfe with them for 
fome time, and then retired to my tent,. to 
prepare for the kbourS of the next morning. 
. As foon as day appeared, whilft the CafFres 
were preparing to depart, 1 affembled my 
Hottentots, The reflections which their fa- 
miliarity, with thefe favages, whom they 
dreaded more than wild hearts, enabled them 
to make, and their coDverfation with one 
another when I had retired to my tent, made 
me immediately refolve what courfe to purfue* 
Ndt wifhing to give them an opportunity of 
acquiring any merit from determining what 
plan was beft to be adopted in theprcfent 
conjunfture J but, on the contrary, apprehend- 
ing that they might borrow from me thofe 
ideas of prudence and compofure ufeful to 
my defigns, 'whatever they might in future 
be;. I told them, that after what they, as 
well as I, had heard the evening before, re- 
Ipefting the difficulties of advancing farttier, 
and the danger of being attacked by the 
Tambouchis and the Boflimen who were tra- 
verfing CafFraria, my intetjtion.was to return 
to Koks-Kraal; that in confequence of this, 
if we directed our courfe towards the weft, 
we could not fail of falling in with the river 
Vol. n. T Groot- 
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Groot-Vis, and that then, by gPipg up ita 
banks for feveral days, according as things 
xnight appear, we ihould undotsbtedly foon 
reach our camp : I however added, that they 
were all at liberty to deliver their opinion 09 
the propofal which I had made. I could fee 
too plainly, by the lodes of all my people^ 
what pleafure they received from my refolu- 
tion; and they all gave me the hpaour of 
flatting an idea to which they had as much 
pretenfion as L My coUe£tion was now be^ 
come {0 bulky, that I had no hopes of in-* 
creating it, for I fcarcely knew where to 
place it. 

I afterwards declared, that when I reached 
Koks-Kraal I would remain there no longer 
than might be neceflary to repair our car- 
riages, and to prepare for going towards the 
fnow mountains, from which I meant to pro- 
ceed to the Cape by keeping more to the 
weftward. I knew that this plan was noc 
approved by any of my people, becaufe in 
traverfing thefe dry and barren defarts, in the 
time of the greateft drought, it would be ne- 
ceflary for us to encounter more than one 
difficulty; but being impatient to take a view 
of the natural curiofities contained in this 

country. 
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country, I had formed an irrevocable refolu*^ 
tion to crofs i% and the overture I ro^de viraa 
only a ftratagem to reconcile early . to this 
idea fuch of my Hottentots as I had with 
me, in order that, when we returned to my 
camp, they might be better able to infpiri^ 
their companions with confidjence, and tq 
teftify the greater aftpniftiment at their refift- 
ance, fliould they fbew any. 

Before I left thefe Caffres, I diftributed 
among th6m, as well as among my Hotten* 
tots, a quantity of tobacco ; and I refcrved no 
more than was fufficient to ferve us till we 
returned to our camp# This made room for 
the birds witb which we were encumbered^ 
and alfo for thofc that I might be able to 
procure by the way. Thefe ten favages afr 
filled us to pack up our baggage and to yoke 
our oxen; after which we wifhed one another 
a good journey J and fet oxit to purfue two op- 
pofite routes, they towards the north and we 
towards the fbuth# 

We fpent three days, during which no- 
thing remarkable happened, in reaching th^ 
{6 jnuch wished for banks of the Groot-Vis. 
This forced march having fatigued both us 
aiid our cattle confiderably, I refolved to pafs 

T z the 
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the next day on the banks of the river, both 
with a view to refrefli ourfelves, and to fee 
what difcoveries I might make in the neigh- 
bourhood. We were at this time under no 
uneafinefs refpe&ing water, and we had been 
in no want of it during the three days that 
we employed in fearching for the river, which 
we knew would conduct; us to the place of 
our deftination; but we could not precifcly 
afcertain the time which might be neceflary to 
follow its courfe to our camp. It was poflible 
that high mountains and other obflacles might 
oblige the Groot-Vis, before it difcharged itfelf 
into the fea, to form fome bendings, which 
muft have greatly prolonged our journey. 
We went along its banks very peaceably for 
three days more, ftill keeping clofe to it ; and 
at length, on the morning of the fourth, we 
perceived the high mountain, the back part 
of which/ we had f^n foon after our depar- 
ture. This fight m^e my people ihout for 
joy. We were now about to revifit our camp, 
our herds, our riches, and our companions ; 
we therefore quickened our pace, arid, late in 
the evening, without being obferved, reached 
the happy fpot. All were funk in the moft 
profound tranquillity, and nothing could 

have 
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have given me more pleafure than the agree- 
able furprife of this precipitate arrival. The 
horrid noife made by my dogs immediately 
fpread the alarm; all haftened towards us; 
they knew our voices; and, even to the moft 
infentible animals, all feemed to fhare in the 
general joy: above all, we could not difen« 
gage ourfelves from my dogs, which teazed 
us by their careflcs and ftunned us with their 
barking. Another fpe<Stacle however ap- 
peared to me no lefs interefting : my family, 
had increafed confiderably: at my departure 
a fmall detachment from the worthy Gona- 
quas had quitted their horde, and had efta-^ 
blifhed themfelves in the fame place which 
I affigned to the CafFres, where they had 
conftrudled feveral new huts. They in- 
formed me, and indeed I plainly faw by the 
admirable order that prevailed in the camp, 
that every thing had been quiet during my 
abfence : we had been the whole fubje£t of 
converfation to thofe^ we had left. Every 
evening Swanepoel gave me ^he moft favour- 
ilble accounts^ of each feparately; he told me, 
that the firft fifteen days having elapfed with- 
out hearing any news, of m?, he could not 
help entertaining a little fear, and. that he 

T 3 was 
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was apprehcnfivc he fhould not fee me till I 

returned to the Cape, as he was perfuade4 

that, unlefs I met with uifurmountable ob- 

ftacles, I would ftill proceed as long as I hat) 

ammunition* 

I honeftly confefs, that having been for 
nearly a month deprived of the comfol'ts and 
tojoyments of my camp, I was exceedingly 
happy to find myfelf returned ; and I had 
the higheft fatisfaftiou in the fidelity .and at- 
tachment of thefe Hottentots, fb feeble an4 
timid, whom I had not been afraid to aban- 
don to themfelves. It was therefore now 
time that I jfhould (hew them my gratitude : 
on this account I proclaimed with a loud 
voice that it was Saturday i and this decia« 
ration, which palTed fr^rit tnoUth to mouth 
even to the Gohaquas^ feemed Aill to add to 
their agitation. This circumflance requires 
fome eKplanation^which I fliall give with frefli 
pleafure ; for thii remembrance of thefe tri* 
fling but agrefiable methods I jpurfued to vary 
my amufements, and in an uninhabitable de- 
fart to convert the fimpleft obj^ft into a 
ftibjeft of pleafantry and entertainment, an- 
ftounces the greateft tranquillity, atld makes 
me, even when -furrounded by the arts, and 

agitated 
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agitated by pride and vanity, lament that I 
(:an no longer diftinguifli my own cht^rafter. 

When I fet out from the Cape* I did not 
neglect to carry an dmanack with me ; but 
in order to have fome certain method of 
reckoning, 9nd to keep my jourpal correft, 
I made s^il the months to confifl of thirty 
days* As I never paiTed one without giving 
gn account of it^ I confidered it as a n^atter 
of iudifierence whether or pot I didinguiihed 
the weeks, and paarked the days by their 
proper names, but I determined to diftribute 
among my Hottentots their allowance of tor 
])^PQQ every Saturday. If it happened that, 
not qhpofing to give myfelf the trotible of 
ponfulting my book, I aiked them what the 
day was, I could eafily guefs what anfwer 
they would give me j according to their cal- 
culation it was always Saturday ; (o that, 
when I looked at my regifter after travelling 
fifteen months, I found {even or eight of thefe 
Saturdays which belonged to nq week, 

I found myfelf therefore, as ufual, furround- 
cd by my numerous; family j and whilft all of 
them, and even the Qohaqua women, were 
iippking their pipes round a large fire, and enr 

T 4 . j^yi"s 
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joying a dpuble allowance of brandy, I re- 
galed myfelf very cheerfully with my tea. 

Having mentioned to them the route 
which I intended to purfue next day, I found 
that they were already informed of it, and 
that they did not make fo many remonftrances 
and objections as I expected. I perceived 
that my journey was approaching to a clofej 
and that every body, exhaufled by fatigue, 
thought any road good that appeared to 
bring us nearer to the Cape ; but the pafTage 
through the mountains of Snew-Bergen^ the 
ufual haunt of the Bofhmen, made more 
than one of my brave attendants tremble. 
I fixed my departure for the eighth, in order 
that I might have time to repair my car- 
riages, to make new wooden work to fup- 
port the top of that in which I rode, to cover 
the canvafs of it with new mats, to replace 
our old traces from the hides of the buffa- 
loes killed during my abfence, and to cafl 
balls and fmall fhot. All this required con^ 
iiderable time ; and no lefs was neceflary to 
arrange the coUedtion which I had formed 
in Caffraria, and to confign to my journal 
the rcfult of my refearches refpeding that 
;^ . , country 
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country and its inhabitants. For the' fake 
of expedition, my people exerted themfelves 
confiderably ; and I (hut myfelf up in my 
tent, and haftened, while ' my obfervations 
were ftill frcfli in my memory, to reduce 
them into fome order. 

To judge of the CafFres from thofe I have 
feen, they are generally taller than the Hot- 
tentots, and even than the Gonaquas ; they 
however approach much nearer to the latter*; 
but they appear to be more robuft, more 
fierce, and much bolder. Their figure is 
likewife more agreeable, and their counte- 
nances have not that narrownefs at bottom^ 
nor their cheeks thofe prominences which 
are fa difagreeable among the Hottentots ; 
neither have they thofe broad flat faces and 
thick lips of their neighbours, the negroes 
of Mofambiquct A round figure, a nofe not 
too flat, a broad forehead, and large eyes, 
give them ^n open and lively air; and if 
prejudice can overlook the colour of the ikin, 
there are fome Caffre women who, even 
when feated:by an European lady, would be 
accounted extremely pretty. The fifth and 
iixth plates reprefent a Caffre. man and a 
CafFre woman drawn from nature. Thefe 

people 
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people do not make their faces ridiculoug 
by puliiQg out their eyebrows like the Hot-r 
tentots; they tattoo themfelves muqhp an4 
particularly their bodies,: they never greafe 
their hair, which is frilled in a very great 
degree ; but this is not the c^fe with reiped| 
to the reft of their body, and they follow 
this practice merely with a view to preferve 
agility and vigour. ; 

The men generally bcftow more attention 
on their drefs than the women j and they 
are remarkably fond of be^ds and cop* 
per rings. They, , for the moft part, wear 
bracelets on^ their, arms apd l^egs, made of 
elephants tuiks', which they form into natu^ 
xal rings, of greater pr lefs thicknefs, by 
fawing through thfe hollow part; after which 
they make them round on the outfide, and 
give them a fine poliih^ .As thefe large 
/ings do not opeUj^ they muft be of ftich a 
iize that the hand can pafs thiDugh them, it| 
^rder that they may be put upon the arm ; 
on which account they are always eafy, an4 
iaiove up and down one againft the othen If 
(mail rings of this kind are given to childrenii 
in proportion as they increafe in years* the 
vacuumMs filled up; and as they then ad* 

here 
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bfere firmly to the arm, they become a lux:\iry 
^hich is highly pleafing to thofe who have 
been thus decorated in their youth. They 
make ^eclklace^ alfo of the bones of animah 
ranged on a ii:ring, which they have the art 
pf whitening and polifhipg in the moft pef*« 
fe£l manner. Some of them are contented 

I . » - , s 

with the whole bone of a leg of mutton ; 
and. this ornament makes a very confpicuous 
^gure on the breaft of a CafFre : it has the 
fame efieft as a patch on the face of a ptetty 
M^oman in £urqpe. The Gonaqua women, 
as may be feen in the plate which reprefents 
fhem, praAife the fame coquetry. They 
fubftitute fometimes for this bone the horn 
of an antelope, or any thing elfe, according 
to their caprice ; and I am of opinion, that 
one would fee as many varieties, and as ma- 
fiy fantaftical ornaments in their drefs, as are 
feen in Europe, provided they had the fame 
means and the fame refburces. They, howi* 
ever, always employ the fame materials, be- 
caufe they have no kinds of ftuflf to fupply 
the place of thofe ikins with which they 
clothe themfelves. It would appear that 
they are not fo chafte as the Hottentots, l>e- 
caufe they do not ufe a jackal to veil what 

nature 
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nature bids them conceaU A fmall cowl, 
which covers only the glaps^ mftcad of dif^ 
playing modelly, feems t6 announce the 

» 

grcateft indecency. This fmall covering ad- 
heres to a thong, which ' is faftened round 
their girdles merely that it may not be loft ; 
for a CafFre, if he is not afraid of being 
hurt or ftung by infeds, cares very little 
whether this cowl be in its place or not. I 
never faw but one inaa whoi iilftead of a 
cowl,, wore a cafe made of wood, ornamented 
with fculpture: this was a new. and ridi- 
culous fafhioh) which he.had borrowed from 
a nation of black people who lived at a great 
diftance from CafFraria. In the hot feafon 
the CafFres go always naked, and retain no- 
thing but their ornaments : m, cold, weather 
they wear krofles made of calves or oxen's 
hides, which reach down to the. ground. 
They are faithfully delineated in the fifth 
and fixth plates, which reprefent a young 
CafFre holding a bundle of aflagays, and a 
woman giving fuck to her child. 

A peculiarity, which is perhaps to be found 
:no :where elfe, and which deferves.fome at^ 
Mention, is, that the Caffre women fet very 
iitUe value upon drefs ;.'.as they jre, in com-? 
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parifon of other favages, well made and 
pretty, they perhaps have alfo good fenfe 
enough to believe that ornaments are rather 
calculated to veil imperfections than to fet 
off beauties ; however this may be, one never 
fees amongft them that difplay and profu- 
iion of themi which are common among the 
Hottentot women. They do not even wear 
copper bracelets; but their fmall aprons, 
which are ftill (horter than thofe of the Go- 
naquas, are bordered with a few rows of gla{s 
beads, and in this all their luxury confifts* 
The (kin which the female Hottentots wear 
on their reins behind, among the CafFre wo- 
men rifes to their armpits, and is fattened 
round the neck, which it covers. Like their 
hu{bands, they have kroffes of the (kins of 
calves or oxen, but al^ ays more fmooth : 
they, however, ufe neither the one nor the 
other except in cold or rainy weather. 
Thefe (kins are as foft and pliable as our 
fineft fluffs ; and with regard to the procefs 
which the Caffres employ to drcfs them, it 
is almofl the fame as ti.at of the Hotten- 
tots. 

Whatever the weather or the f<:afon may 

be, both fexes go bareheaded. . I have in- 

6 deed 
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deed fometimes obferved a plume of feathers 
fixed 111 their hair i but this whimfical Oma-« 
ment is very uncommon. 

The precautions taken by the Caffre wo- 
men when the}^ bring forth children, and in 
their periodical indifpofitions, are ahfolutely 
the fame as thofe obferved by the Gona(^ua 
or Hottentot women. 

Their daily occupations are confined tQ 
the fabrication of ^arthen-ware, which they 
form with as much ingenuity as their hul?* 
bands. Thofe wh|ch I had with me in my 
campf having found clay fit for their pur* 
pofe, did not lofe thj^s opportunity of making 
pipkinSy and other ^'efiels which are in ufe 
amongft them. A^t their departure they 
carried with them ja fufiicient provifion of 
this earth, with which they loaded their 
oxen. It is the women alfo, as I have al- 
ready faid, who weiave their baikets : they 
like wife prepare the jfields for receiving feed? 
but they rather fcratch it up with wooden 
pickaxes than till it. 

The Caffi re huts, more fpacious and higher 
than thofe of the Hottentots, have alfo a 
more regull ar form ; it is abfolutely that of a 
perfeiSl he? nifphere. The frames af them 
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we Conftru£ted of wooden work, well put 
together and very folid, becaufe it is intended 
to laft a long time. This they afterwards 
cover, both within and without, with, a kiicid 
of mud or plafter made of cows dung and 
clay mixed up together, and fpread over it 
very fmoothly. Thefe huts exhibit to the 
eye an air of neatnefs which the habitations 
of the Hottentots undoubtedly have not ; 
and one would almoft believe them to be 
done over with the fineft cement. The only 
opening which they have is fo low and nar- 
row, that people muft lie down oa their 
bellies to enter it. This cuftom at firft 
appeared to me highly ridiculous, and to be 
carried to a tnuch greater length than among 
the Hottentots ; but as they ufe thefe huts 
only in the night-time, it is eafier, on this 
account, to defend onefelf either againft ani- 
mals, or the fudden attacks of an enemy. 
The floors of them are covered with the 
fame fubftance as the walls ; and in the cen- 
tre is formed a circular hearth, furrounded 
by a border two or three inches in height, 
to contain the fire, and preferve the hut 
from any danger which.it might occafion. 
Around the hut, at the diftance of five or 

fix 
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fix inches, they dig a fmall trench^ about a 
foot and a half in depth, and as much in 
breadth, for the purpofe of receiving the 
waters; and this precaution fecures it from 

__ r 

all moifture. In different cantons I viHted 
and furveyed more than feven hundred of 
thefe huts ; but I never faw one of a Iquarc 
form, as fome authors have pretended, Be- 
fides, I fuppofe it is of little importance to 
the reader to know whether thefe favages 
lodge in round or in fquare habitations ; but 
I muft remark, that, by mentioning every 
thing) one may, foon or late, difcover thofe 
travellers who have only feen a part of what 
they have related. 

The fields of the Hottentots being either 
by the foil, their pofition, or the number of 
fmall rivers which water them, much more 
fertile than thofe of the Hottentots, it ne- 
ceffarily follows, that the CafFres, who apply 
to agriculture, remain fixed to one fpot ; and 
this is always the cafe when nothing inter- 
rupts their repofe. The fame fields which 
gave them birth, is alfo the fcene of their 
lateft moments^ uulefs they are attacked, I 
do not fay by barbarous perfecutors only, 
who thirft after their blood, but by fome of 

thofe 
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thofe deftniftive fcourgcs which fpafe nei- 
ther men lior animals!, and which fpread de- 
fblation in ai moinent throughout immen'fe' 
regions. A neat ^nd folid habitation, con* 
flru£ted nealr a rivulet, in the middle of a 
cultivated field which they have inherited 
from their fathers, is enough to enrich the 
language of the CafFrcs with the agreeable 
appellation of country j which the wander- 
ing indifference of the Hottentots will pre^ 
vent them from ever knowing. 

I have, however, made a remark, which, 
though it may appear ftrange, is neverthelefs 
Certaiii and general : notwithflanding the 
forefts and beautiful Woods with which Caf- 
fraria is . covered ; notwithftanding thofe de- 
lightful paftures which rife tor fuch a height 
as to conceal the herds that art fcattered here 
and there in the fields ; and nqtwithflanding 
thofe rivers and ftreatos which ctofs each 
other in a thotifand different directions to 
render them rich and fertile; their oxen, their 
cows, and almoft all their animals, are much 
fmaller than thofe of the Hottentots — a 
difference which undoubtedly arifes from the 
nature of the fap^ and a certain flavour pre* 
dominant in every kind of grafs. I have 
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made this obfervation, not only on tbc do* 
medic animals of the cantons which I tra- 
verfed, but alio on thofe which were wild, 
and I really found them fmaller than thofe 
I had before feen in the dry and parched 
countries. I remarked, in my tour among 
the Nimiquas, who inhabit mere rocks and 
the moft barren part^ perhaps of all Africa, 
that their oxen were the moft beautiful I 
had ever feen ; and that even the elephants 
and the hippopotami were much more robuft 
than any where elfe. The little pafture 
which is to be met -with in thefe miferable 
places, is likewife exceedingly tender and 
fweet. This quality in the herbs may be 
eafily diillnguifhed, and I employed a parti- 
cular method to difcovcr it. After I arrived 
in any canton, when my cattle returned from 
pafture, I judged of the harfhnefs of thegrafs 
upon which they had fed, by their difperfing 
themfelves all ov^r my camp, and eagerly 
fearching for the bones left by my dogs, in 
order to eafe their teeth. As thefe bones 
were of a calcareous nature, by gnawing 
them they blunted the force of that irrita- 
tion and acidity which tormented them. We 
therefore never threw our bones into the fire. 

When 
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When th<j{e were wanting, dry wood or 
ikmes fuppfied their place ; and when they 
could not find thefe refources, they even 
gnawed each other's horns. When the paf- 
tures w^re good, this ceremony never took 
placer 

A nflof6 perceptible induflry, ati acquaint*^ 
aJDce with httic of the moft necefiary arts, a 
Kttle knowledge of agriculture, and a few 
religious dogmas, feem to announce that the 
CafFres are a much more civilized people than 
thofe who live farther fouth. Circumcifion, 
which they generally praftife, proves that 
they either owe their origin to fome ancient 
people, from whom they have degenerated, 
or that thty have only copied it from neigh- 
bours, of whom they have at prefent no re- 
membrance ; for wheij one ipeaks to them 
of this ceremony, they fay it is neither from 
religion nor any other myftic caufe that 
tliey adopt it. They however entertain a 
very exalted idea of the Supreme Being, and 
of his power : and they believe in a future 
Hate, and that the wicked will be punilhed* 
and the good rewarded ; but they have no 
idea of tlie creation. They imagine that 
the world exifled from eternity, and that it 

U 2 will 
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will always remain as it is at pfefent^ In 
other refpeds they ufe no religious ceremo* 
nies, and they never offer up prayers ; fo that 
we may juftly fay they have no religion at 
ally if there be no religion without worfhip. 
They take upon themfelves the care of edu- 
cating their own children. Though they 
have no prieils, they have magicians, who 
are much feared and reverenced by the 
greater part ; but I never had the fatisfac- 
tion of feeing any of them. Notwithftanding 
all their credit, I am very doubtful whether 
they impofe as much upon tlie vulgar as 
ours. Thefe Caffres fuffer themfelves to be 
governed by a general chief or king, whofe 
power, as I have had occafion to obferve, is 
very limited. As he receives no fubfidies, 
he cannot maintain tri3ops, and he is far 
from having it in his power to be defpotic. 
He is the father of a free people, but he is 
neither feared Hdr refpeftcd.^' He is often 
much poorer than any of his fubjedts, be- 
caufe, being at liberty to take as many 
wives as he choofes, and as thefe women 
think it an hottour to belong to him, the ex- 
penccs occafioned by this regal train, and 
which he is obliged to take from his private 
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treafury^ I mean his fields, his cattle^ &c* 
ruin his property, and reduce it to nothing. 
His hut is neither higher nor better orna- , 
mented than any of the reft ; and he col- 
le(^s his feraglio and his family around him, 
which qompofe a group of twelve or fifteen 
huts at xnoft. The fields which furround 
them are generally thofe th?tt he cultivates, 
and it is cuftomary for each perfon to ga- 
ther in his own crops, in order to diipofe of 
them in whatever manner he thinks proper. 
The grain which they reap is the favourite 
nourifhment of the Caffres : they pound and 
bruife it between two ftones ; and on this 
account, each family feparating from the reft 
that they may have their produdtions within 
their reaph, a fingle horde, not very nume- 
rous, often occupies a league fquare of 
ground, which is never the cafe among the 
Gonaquas or the Hottentots, ' 

This diftance of the different hordes from 
one another, renders it neceffary that they 
ihould have chiefs, who are appointed by the 
king. When he has any thing to commu- 
nicate to them of great importance for. the 
nation, he fends for them, and tells them 
his orders, or, I ought rather to fay, his news. 
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The dii&rent chiefs theti return to make 

them known to thoie who are under them. 

The arms of the Caffres^ ^ plain lance or 
afTagay, announice$ ibmethiiig grerid and m- 
trepid in their chara4ker. T^^y defpifc 
poifoned arrows, which are {o much yfeci 
among their neighbours, and poajfider th^f^ 
as unworthy of their courage. Th^Y »lway? 
feek tp nieet their enemy face to face, an4 
they never can throw* their affagay§ ^intil 
they are in the open fields. The HotC^ir 
tot, Qn the^ contrary^ concealed uuder a rock 
or behind a bu(h, deals out de{):ru£don with- 
out being expofed to daiigen The one is 
a perfidious tiger, which ruihes tri^u:beroufiy 
on his prey ; ancj the other is a geaerpus Iion| 
which hayipgrgiven warning pf hi§ iapproach, 
makes his attack boldly, and perifhes \f he 
jdoes pot get the better of his antagonift^ 
The inequality of his arixis i? not capable of 
leaking him hefita-te a uMn^eot* for his cou-r 
rage and ipirft fupply every deficiency. I|i 
the time of war, indeedj he carries a buckler 
of about three fept in height, made of the 
jthickefjt part pf a buffalo's hide, which is 
fufficient to defend him from arrows, and 
. even affagays, hup. not from a balh The- 

Caffre 



"-'1 



AFRICA. 195 

Caffre ihanages alfo, with much addrels, a 
weapon 110 lefs terrible than the aflagay^ 
when he falls in with his eiiemy. This 
weapon is a club, two feet and a half in 
lengthy made of one piece of wood, or of a 
root, three inches m diameter where thickert-^ 
and decreaiing in (lEe towards one of its ex^ 
tremities. Sometimes be will dart it to the. 
diftance of fifteen or twenty paces, and it is 
very rare that h^ does not hit the propofed 
mark. I have ieen one of thefe favages 
kill a partridge in this mwner the moment 
it fprang up from the ground. 

The Ibvereign power is hereditary in the 
king^s family, and the prince is always fuc- 
ceeded by his eldefl fon ; but in default of 
male heirs, the nearefl nephews, and not his 
brothers^ are the fuccefTors. In cafes where 
the fbvcreign leaves neither nephews nor chil- 
dren, a king is then chofen from among the 
chiefs of the different hordes. Upon theie oc« 
cations a fpirit of party fomctimes prevails, 
which gives rife to fadions and intrigues that 
generally end in bloodfhed. 

PolygiaisQ^y ' is ufed among thefe CafFres^ 
and their marriages are flili fimpler than 
tiiofe of the Hottentots. The parents of the' 
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bridegroom are always contented with th? 
choice he has made, but thofe of the b|:id^ 
mCp^dL into matters a little more narrowly* 
They, however, ieldom ftart many difficult" 
ties ; they drink, dance, and ma|:e merry for 
whole weeks, according to the riches of the 
two families : but thefe feftiyals never take 
place, except when one marries for the firi): 
time J in other cafes every thing is tranfadked 
in private. The Cfffres are no better ac*» 
quaiuted with mufic, and have no other in-- 
ftruments than the Hottentots, except that I 
faw amongft them a wretched flute fcarcely 
worth being mentioned.* Thej ufe the Eng- 
lifli ilep in their dances, but in other refpe&a 
^ they are almofl the feme. 

On the death of a father the male children 
and the mother (hare the fucceffion between 
them. The girls receive no part of it, and 
they remain with their mother until they can 
procure a huiband. If they marry while their 
parents are alive, they receiye nothing elfe 
fiof a dowry but a few cattle, in proportion 
to the riches of either* 

la general they do not inter their dead ; 
they are tranfported from the kraal by the 
fitipily, and depofiti^d in a ditch iivhich is open 
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jand common to the whole horde. Salvage 
animals often go thither to feed at their leir 
fure, and this preferves the air pure, which 
would otherwife foon become corrupted, by 
^he multitude of carcafTes that are heaped to- 
gether^ Funeral honours are due only to 
|:ings and the chiefs of each horde. The 
bodies are covered with a heap of ftones, col- 
lected into the farm of a dome; and this ac- 
counts ^r thiiit ferips of fmall mounts feen 
ragged in a IJnei near Bruyntjes-Hoogte, which 
formerly belonged tp the CafFres, 

I am not acquainted with the difpofition of 
the CafFres in refpeft to love, and I do not 
know whether they are jealous. I however 
imagine that they are fo only Avith their own 
gpuntrymien j for they readily give up their 
wompn to the firft w^ite man who wiflies to 
enjoy them, provided f hey receive a fmall re- 
fri^ution^ flans repeatedly gave me to un- 
derftand, that all thofe whom I admitted into 
my tamp were at my feryice, and that I had 
nothing to do but to makj^ a choice ; indeed 
there were no fcind of allurements which they 
^id not throw out before their huibands to 
le^ld pie into their fnares j ao4 the latter were 

perhaps 
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perhaps only offended at the t!ool manner in 
which I feemed to receive their addrefles. 

I will not enlarge farther on thefe details, as 
I conceive I have faid enough to (hew how far 
thefe people differ from their neighhours, when 
there is no other communication between 
them but that eftablifhed by bloody wars and 
continual enmity. 

The eighth, that happy day which was to 
bring us hearer the Cape, at length appeared, 
upon which I made a general review of my 
carriages, equipage, and oxen, &c. I had ar* 
ranged my new coUeftions, and fuiveyed thofc 
which I procured before; the balls and Ihot 
neceffary for our hunting excurfions were caft; 
my oxen, which for a long time had enjoyed 
reft, and abundance of excellent pafture, were 
full and in good condition : in a word, I was 
ready to depart; but I allowed two days more 
to take leave of our worthy neighbours^ and 
to amufe ourfelves with them. . 

When the news of my refblution were 
fpread abroad, I foon faw the whole horde ar-^ 
riving, both men and women, in clufters. 
Haabas was at their head, while all who 
could walk followed him, and rz,i\ yp to bid 

. ' • us 
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us farewel before we departed* I was ex- 
tremely happy that they had come to fpend 
thefe two days with us* The good Haabas 
introduced to me four or five Gonaquas of ano- 
ther horde, who having heard mention made 
of me, had been deputed to invite me to vifit 
their canton. This requeft was made too 
late; but I foftened my refufal by promifing 
to remember their invitation the next tima 
that I undertook a journey into thofe coun- 
tries. 

During thefe two days both parties gave 
themfelves up to all the extravagance of joy 
and pleafure ; my brandy was not fpared, nor 
the hydromel which Haabas haa made on 
purpofe and brought along with him ; but 
the beautiful Narina and her fifter, who were 
of the party, took no (hare in thefe orgies. 
Sadnefs had above all disfigured the features 
of Narina, whom I comforted as well as I 
could by giving her a few prefents. I gave 
her fome alfo for her fifter, her mother, and 
her friends ; in a word, I difpofed upon this, 
pccafion of the greater part of my toys : but 
drefs at this time was -not what principally 
engaged her attention. To Haabas and 
Jiis people I gave eyery tiling I could fpare 

without 
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without hurting me, and without depriving 
jnyfelf of thofe refources which were neceffary 
for noy return. Tobacco above all was diftri- 
buted with great profufion among thefe wor- 
thy favages and I referved only as much as 
inight be fiifficient to fupply my people till 
we reaphed the Cape^ 

Af^^i^ (^i^ I ^^^^ '^^ venerable Haabasafide, 
and preiTed him in an a^eiEtionate manner^ and 
even with emotion, to follow the advice which 
I had given him refpe<Sing his own preferva- 
tion, and that of his whole horde. I endea- 
voured to perfu^de hini that the apparent 
tranquillity of the planters, always aflTemblecJ 
in the fame place, feemed ^o forebode fonje 
new prpjeft, and confequently new a£ls of 
treachery; and that his kraal being fituated 
juft between the planters apd the CafFreSj^ he 
might foon or late become a viftim either to 
the one or the other. 

He promifed that he would remove to a 
proper didance as foon as I had departed ; 
telling me that he had not formed this refo- 
lution fboner, as he wifhed to have the plea- 
fure of feeing me agaia on my return from 
Caffraria : but he added, with that affedion 
and love of which h^ had given me fo many 

proofs, 
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proofs, that if the times became fortunate, 
that is to fay, if peace fhould be reftored, he 
was determined to eflablilh himfelf in my 
camp, in remembrance of his benefaflor, and 
becaufe he could not find a more agreeable 
Ipot, 

On the 4th of December I departed : but 
in vain (hould I attempt to defcribe the con- 
fternation of the Gbnaquas ; one might have 
faid that I was abandoning them to the wild 
beads, and that by lofing me they loft every 
thing. With ftill more difficulty could I de- 
fcribe my own internal fenfations. I had 
now given the fignal, and my people, my 
carriages, and my cattle, were already on their 
way : I therefore flowly followed this con- 
voy, leading my horfe by the bridle; and 
while I neither looked behind me, nor ut^ 
tered a £ngle fyllable, I fuffered my tears 
to relieve the fad oppreffion of my heart. 

My worthy and fincere friends, I fliall be- 
Ihokl you no more !— Whatever may be the 
caufe of thofe tender fentiments which you 
have fworn to entertain towards me — be 
happy I — The fource of them is not purer in 
Europe than among you — be happy ! No 
force is capable of deftroying the remem- 
brance 
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brance of them. Confiding in my adieus, my 
regret, and my tears, you have perhaps long 
expefted me in your calamities; your de- 
ceived fimplicity has perhaps brought you 
back more than once to thofe happy fpots 
which were the fcenes of our meetings and 
of our feftivals ; you have in vain fought for 
me; in vain have you called me to aflifl: you : 
1 could neither comfort nor defend you, im- 
menfe tradls of country feparate us for ever. 
But think no more of me. May no foolifh 
hope difturb the tranquillity of your mo- 
ments ; fuch an idea would embitter all my 
days. I have again fubmitted to the ehains 
of fociety ; I fliall die like fo many others, 
borne down by an enormous load ; but I caa 
at leaft fay, with my lateft breath, •' my 
•* name is already effaced from the rcqiem- 
** brance of my friends, while the traces of 
** my feet ftill remain vifible among the Go- 
•* naquas/* 

From the* in formation I received, I con-* 
eluded that we Ihould find the fnow-moun- 
tains to the caft ; and that by leaving 
Bruyntjes-Hoogte on my left, and croffing 
that chain of mountains virhich bear the 
fame name, though they extend to a conli- 

. derable 
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derable diilance, we muft infallibly arrive at 
the former, at the diftanceof forty or fifty 
leagues* more or lefs, according to the way 
by which the windings niight obh'ge me ta 
condud: my carriages and baggage, 

I had heard fuch diiF^r^nt accounts of 
thefe mouatainSf that I was e:jctremely deii* 
reus of ^eing them, and of eroding them at 
ipy leifure; but I was not able to reach thenx 
fo foon a9 I expelled. . Befides, being in* 
formed that the eleration and coldnefs of 
their fummits rendered them uninhabitable 
during feveral months of the year^ this new 
climate feemed to promife new produdions^ 
aiid varieties of different kinds, worthy of 

excitiag my curiofity. 

* 

Though the heat was exceffive we ad- 
vanced full fix leagues; and at one it the 
afternoon we flopped at the. ruins of a klraal 
which had been dreadfully ravaged. Its 
wretched inhabitants had probably been fur- 
prifed and maffacred on the fpot^ as the 
ground was flrewed with human bones and 
fragments of carcafles; a difgufling fight 
from which we haftencd to remove. 

Having fet out at four in the evening, af- 

ter a march of four hours, we reached a de- 

. * ferted 
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(erted babitation, from which nbtfilng had 
bden carried away except th& furniture. I 
intended to pafs the night here ; but fcarceljT 
had we arranged ourfelves, when I perceivecf 
a moft extraordirfaiy itching all over my 
body ; upon which I uAcOyered my breaft, 
and found it quite black with innumerable'^ 
fwarms of fieas. My Hottentots themfelves 
were not entirely exempt from thte attacks of 
thefe importunate vermin;^ and on this ac-^ 
count we inflantly quitted thefe itifediotfs- 
places, which my people named the carr^ of 
Jleas^ and ^ent to eftablifh ourfelves at a 
little di^ftance, on the banks of a limpid and- 
delightful rivulet, into which I plunged^ 
without taking time to undrefs. As mf 
body was abfotutely fpeckled, Klaas adviied 
me, when I quilted the bath, to fuffer myfelf ^ 
to be rubbed in the manner of the lavages •> 
I was therefore greafed and boghoued for the' 
firfl time in my life, and I muft confefs that- 
I found myfelf much cafkf. Though wc 
had ftopt only a quarter of an hour in this^ 
unlucky fpof, my dogs and my carriages^ 
were covered with thefe infeds. The bal-* 
famic operation to which I had juft fubmit- 
ted vf as the only means to iecure me.fton*'^ 

themj. 
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them^ until length of time, of a itower o£ 
rain, might free us from them entirely. On 
account of this procefs, which is familiar to 
the Hottentots, they had been lefs attacked 
by them than their mafter. 

The new fituation which we occupied, 
and in which we pafTed the night, was not 
deftitute of beauties* On the north we 
were flanked by immenfe forefts of the fame 
kinds of trees as thofe before mentioned ; 
and the plain was covered with the mimofa, 
which the planters name door" eh" boom : I had 
the pleafure of feeing it in full bloffom. 
This to me was a lucky circumftance ; and 
I did not nfegled to take advantage of it; 
for, as I hiave faid, the flowers of this tree 
attra;^: vail numbers of curious infedls, 
which are feldom to be found but at this 
feafon ; and thefe infedts, in their turn, draw 
thither large flocks of birds of every kind, to 
which they ferve as food. I fettled, there-i^ 
fore, in this plain, where I amufed myfelf 
in changing my place of encampment. I 
had reafon to conclude that all the borders 
of the foreft had been inhabited by Cafl?res ; 
for we could not move a ftep without feeing 
the remains of ancient huts, more or lefs de- 

Voi. 11. X ' flroyed 
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ilroyed by the hand of time. In this place I 
found, without any difficulty^ two kinds of 
antelope, the gnou and the fpring-bock. 
The filence of the night never appeared to 
me more majeftic thaa here. The roaring 
of the lion refounded around us at certain 
intervals ; but the converfatione of thcfe fe* 
rocious animals could .not frighten usj nor 
interrupt our repofe, after having been m* 
cuftomed to them, and to live in the midfl: 
of them for more than. twelve months. We» 
however, did not negle£t oar ufual precau- 
tions. I was increafing my colle£tion every 
day, more and more ; and I enriched it here 
with a magnificent bird entirely unknown to 
prnithologifls : my people called it uyt^ager^ 
or the mock:-bird. As foon as it perceived 
any of us, or one of our animals, more of 
the fame fpecies inflantly appeared in fcoresi 
and perching upon the branches neareft to 
us, raiiing themfelves perpendicularly on 
their feet, and balancing their bodies from 
one fide to another, they Aunned us by re« 
peating in a very precipitate manner thefe 
iyllables, gra^ ga^ ga^ ga. Thefe poor animals 
feemed to hurry to their own deftrudion ; for 
we killed as many of them as we chofe. 

- ^ ' This 
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^his bird is almoft of the fizc of the black-^ 
bird; its plm^agCi which is of a goldca 
grecn> reflefts fomewhat of purple i its long 
tail is Shaped like the head of a lance^ and, 
like the .feathers of tlie wings, it is beauti- 
fully fpotted with white : the bill, which is 
hooked and long, is remarkable as well as 
the feet, by being of 4 moft beautiful red 
colotif. It climbs ^ong the branches of 
treeS) to find infeds on which it feeds; and 
when they conceal themfelves under the 
bark, it detaches it very dexteroujQy with its 
beak. 

We muft not call this bird a wood-ptcker, 
though it £eemB to have a coniiderablb re- 
femblaiice to it. Very eifential charadlcrif- 
ticsy as will afterwards appear, feparate it 
from (that clafs. 

Having one evening remarked that they 
came in flocks » without any precaution, or 
being in the lead alarmed at our prefence, to 
repofe in different holes in the trunk of a 
large tree, near which we were encamped, ♦! 
ordered feveral of thefe holes to be clofed ; 
and next morning, when I opened them with 
great care, I had the pleafure of feizing thefe 
birds by their bills, as they made their ap* 

X a .. pearancc 
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pearance in order to cfcape. This method 
is certainly eafy and fimple; and barbets and 
wood-pcckcrs of every fpecies may be pro- 
cured in the fame manner ; but^ as the latter 
conceal themfelves better than the former, it 
is more difficult to difcover them. An ob- 
fervation which I confider as very juft^ is, 
that all birds which have two. toes before 
and two behind, retire to hollow trees during 
the night-time ; but this, however, does not 
deprive other fpecies, fuch as the iitmoafe, 
the nut-hatch^, &c. of the fame inftin^S:. 

It would be highly imprudent to thruft 
one's hand into thefe holes without being 
certain what they contain; for they are 
often inhabited by fmall quadrupedes of the 
fize of a rat; and ferpents alfo fometimes get 
into them, in order to devour the birds or the 
eggs : and though thefe reptilej, /or the 
moil party are not noxious, they never fail to 
occafion great terror, which people cannot 
always fupprefs. That fpecies called kooperr 
kapely of which I have already fpoken, glide 
up trees very eafily, and m^y alfo take (bel- 
ter in fome of thefe holes: people, then, 

f In French Torchepot. Sitta Europaea, Linn. T. 

I would 
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would be expofed to fomething more than 
fear^ and pay dear for their imprudent curi« 
ofity. 

On the 1 6th we purfued our journey. In 
five different encampments I traverfed all the 
country, which we were about to quit. After 
marching three hours, I found myfelf on the 
banks of the Klein-Vis river ; fo that I could 
not advance farther that day : and we fpent 
a great deal of time in endeavouring to find a 
part of the fiver fordable for my carriages. 
Ill this place they had before been in great 
danger of being overfet. 

The following day having crofled the ri* 
ver without fuftaining any lofs, I faw ano- 
ther deferted habitation ; but I had not the 
curiofity to approach it. Some leagues far- 
ther we found abundance of mimofas, and all 
as completely in blofifom as thofe I had left 
the evening before. I yielded the more rea- 
dily to the temptation which induced me to 
flop on the borders of thefe forefts, as I ob- 
ferved a variety of birds which I had no 
where feen, and, for the fegond time^ that 
kind of perroquet of which I have before 
fpoken. Wandering to a little diilance, I 
found myfelf in 9 fmall meadoWi amidft a 

X 3 wood 
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wood of very buflij trees* This pcaccfdl de- 
fart fccmed to be favourable for my opera- 
tions, and very convenient for my carriages j 
but to convey them through bufhes and 
branches which crofTed each other in a thou- 
fand different diredions, appeared to be a 
work of great difficulty* We had, however, 
overcome obftacles even more infurmount- 
able ; and this, like all the reft, gave way to 
our exertions. On the 19th, after much la- 
bour and fatigue, I acconfvpliftied my defign; 
but I had the misfortune to lofe one of my 
beft oxen, which w:as' driven with fo much 
violence againft one of the mimofas that its 
prickles penetrated the animal's breaft, and 
broke in the flefti. We extradled in the beft 
manner we could allthofe which appeared, 
or which we could lay hold of, with a pair of 
pincers 5 but, as our art extended no farther, 
thofe which had funk deeper, and which 
we coiild neither lay hold of nor perceive^ 
occafioned fo great an inflammation, that, 
after twenty* four hours, all* the confulta- 
lions of my beft phyficians ended in a rcfo- 
lution of putting the patient to death, which 
was immediately executed. - 

Thefe woods fwarmed with touracos, 
3 which 



A F R I C A. 311 

which were more familiar, and appeared to be 
much larger than thofe of th© forefts of Au- 
teniqua. I found here alfo a new fpecies of 
calao 5 and, among other birds which I had 
never before feen^ 1 diftinguifhed a blackbird 
with an orange- coloured belly 5 which, be- 
fides the p^Jeafure occafioned by this difco- 
very, gave me alfo an opportunity of re- 
piarking the fimplicity of the Hottentots. 

Pit having brought me this bird, which 
was a female, I ordered him to return in- 
ilantly to the fpot where he had killed it, 
X)ot doubting that he would find the male ; 
but he begged me to difpenfe with his fer« 
vices upon this occalion, as he durd not 
venture to fire at it. I however continued 
to infift upon his obeying; but what was my 
aftoniftiment when I faw him with an affeft- 

ed air, and in a tone almoft lamentable, de- 

>' • 

clare that fome misfortune would undoubt- 
cdlyenfue; that he had fcarcely killed the 
female, when the male began to purfue him 
with great fury, continually repeating Fiu 
me-wrou^ Pit^me^wrou I It muft be obferved 
that thefe two words exadlly reprefent the 
animal's cry; and I was more convinced 
of this afterwards, by killing one of thefe 

X 4 blackbirdsg 
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blackbirds, than by the vain terrors of Pit. 
The fyllables it feems to pronounce are three 
Dutch words, which fignify Pit or Peter my 
ivife^ and Pit imagined that the bird^ calling 
him by hi^ name, rcquefted him to return 
his mate. I found it almoft impoilible to 
^alm the difturbed imagination of this man^ 
who perfifted in refufing to fire on thefc 
birds ; and had any unlucky accident hap^* 
pehed to him during our marches or hunt- 
ing cxcurfions, whatever might have been 
the caufe of it, his companions would not 
have failed to afcribe it to his killing the firft 
of thefe blackbirds. This belief^ founded on 
a fadl which I myfelf had an opportunity of 
being convinced of, might, in the defarts of 
Africa^ have eftabliihed the firft miracle of a 
fiew religion. 

In every part of this foreft I found a fpe- 
cics of apes with black vifagesj buk I could 
never patch any of them. Leaping from one 
tree to another, as if bidding me defiance, 
they in turns appeared and difappeared in an 
Snftant ; whilft I fatigued myfelf to no pur- 
pofe in purfuing them. One morning, how- 
ever, after ranging for fome time in the 
neighbourhood of my camp, I obferved 

' about 
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aboQt thirty of them feated on the branches 
of a tree^ and expofing their white bellies to 
the firft rays of the fun. • As the trte which 
they had chofen was fo much feparated from 
the reft^ that their ihadow did not income- 
mode them, I made a circuit through the 
bafheS) and having approached as near to 
them as I could without being difcovered^ I 
ran up to the tree before they had time 
to defcend. I was certain that none of 
them had efcaped; but, notwithftanding 
this, I could not perceive one of them, 
though I caft my eyes round on every iide^ 
and walked backwards and forwards, exa- 
mining the tree with the utmoft attention. 
1 refolved therefore to fit down at ibme dif- 
tance from the\oot of it, and to wat<^h un- 
til I could obferve fome motion 5 and after a 
confidcrable fpace of time I was amply re-^ 
paid for my patience. I at length faw a head 
ftrctched out, apparently with a view of dif- 
covering what was become of me; upon 
which taking aim, I difcharged my piece, 
and the animal inflantly fell. I expeded 
that the noife of the report would have 
frightened the reft of the troop; but this 
was not the cafe ; and though I kept my poft 

for 
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for half an hour longer, not one of them 
Airre4 or appeared. Tired of this fatiguing 
employment, I fired Yeveral times ioto the 
tree at random, and bad the pleafure of See- 
ing two more fall ; while a third, which was 
only wounded, fufpended itfelf by its tail 
from a fmall branch: another difcbarge 
hrought this one down alfo ; and, being fatif- 
£ed with my fpoil, I coUe&ed my four apes,^ 
and fet out to return to my camp« When I 
had got to a certain diftance from the tree, I 
law the whole troop, which, imagining that 
J was now too^ far from them to do any exe» 
cution, defcended with precipitation, and 
hadened towards the thickeft part of the 
woods, fending forth loud cries* By fome 
Aragglers, which with difficulty followed 
.the reft, halting either on one of the hind or 
fore feet, I concluded that feveral of them 
had been wounded by my ihot; but in thia 
precipitate flight I did not obferve, as fome 
travellers have £ild, that thofe unhurt affifted 
the lame ones, by taking them up on their 
ihoulders, in order that their common re- 
treat might not be retarded: and I am of 
opinion that, in this refpedt, when attacked, 
th;^ are like the Hottentots, whofe atten- 
tion 
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tkm is ioa much engdged[ with their own 
iafety to think of that of others. 

When I returned to my tent, 1 began ta» 
examine my capture. This ipecies of ape h 
of a middle fize ; its hair> which is pretty 
long, has generally a greenifli tint ; its belly, 
as I have already remarked, is white, and its 
face is altogether black. Its rump is cal- 
lous ; and this part, which is entirely dcfti- 
tute of hair, as well as the organs of genera- 
tion in the male, is of a fine blue colour. 
At the time when I was examining thefe ani- 
mals, Kees entered ray tent, and I imagined 
that he was about to give vent to loud cries, 
' when he perceived them, though' they were 
of a different fpecies from him ; but it ap- 
peared that he was not fo much afraid of 
them when dead as when alive : he confidered 
them one after the other, and turned them 
over feveral times in all diredions, to ex- 
amine them in the, fame manner as he had 
feen me. He was not, I believe, the jffr/? 
monkey who wifhcd to fet up for a naturalift; 
but he was ftrongly impelled by a fecret mo-^ 
tive much lefs generous than that of acquir- 
ing knowledge. By feeling the cheekp of the 
deceafed, he had difcovered fome treafures ; 

for 
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for I foon faw him venture to open their 

mouths^ plunder their pouches* of the al-, 

monds they had plucked froni the tree 

called ged'hout^ and confign them to his 

own. 

My encampment in this place became 
highly interefting^ and afforded me much 
riches : befides this, it was very agreeable to 
my people, and fupplied plenty of provifions 
for my cattle. I remained in it, therefore, 
till the 28th, and left it with much regret. 
It was one of thofe which made me fenfible 
how eafy it would have been for me to for- 
get that there are other climates, other man- 
ners, and other pleafures. 

In the morning of the day following we 
decamped, and, after travelling three hours, 
we met a few fevage Hottentots, whb were 
driving fome fhcep before them, and; going 
to join their refpedive hordes^ from {which 
they had feparatcd ; but for what purpofc I 
did not learn. As I wanted provifions^ I 

♦ Naturalifts remark that apes have, between their 
eheeks and the inferior jaw-bones, a kind of bags or 
pouches, which ferve them as magazines, in which they 
occafionally preferve fych fruits as they have not time, or 
are npt difpofed to eat, till they are hungry. 

purchafed 
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pui^faafed a couple of theie animals from 
them, for which I paid them liberally, aod 
we continued pur journey together for above 
an hour; after which, their deftina^tion being 
different from ours, they left us to revifit 
their kraab that were a few leagues diftant. 
Three hours after, we were flopped by the 
river Klein- Vis, which, from the time that 
we crofled it, now appeared to us for the 
third time. The wheels of one of my car^ 
riages began here to give way ; the fpokes 
were fb loofe in the naves, that the leafl 
jolt made us tremble ; a longer delay would 
only have increafed the evil, and on this ac- 
count I refblved to remain encamped fome 
days in this place to repair it* In this place 
two days after, according to the new flile of 
my calendar, we fpent the firfl day of the 
new year 1782* 

The Hottentots^ ivho have no comprehen- 
fion of the folar year, are entirely unacquaint- 
ed with the etiquette of the firfl day that 
begins iti no compliments therefore were 
paid on our part, and confequently there 
were no falfehoods told, and no hypocritical 
proteflations made. I only gave myfelf, as a 
oew-year's gift, a new hat, which had never 

beea 
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been cocked, and I made my people fiioot fbif 
my old one. Klaas having been fo fortunate aS 
to break the bottle to pieces, it would be im^ 
poffible for me to dcfcribe his joy when he 
found that he had won the prize, and added 
to his wardrobe an article of fo much value, 
and a piece of drefs ftill more magnificent 
than the pair of old breeches which I gave 
him when I nude my folema entry among 
the Gonaquas. 

Next morning, tvhile we were bufily em-- 
ployed on our waggon and wheels, a general 
joy feemed to be difiufed over every counte- 
nahce : and when I aiked my people the caufe 
of this fudden emotion, they came up to me^ 
and pointed to a distant cloud, which feemed 
to be advancing to^^^ards us. In this pheno-* 
menon I found nothing that could occafion 
fb much rejoicing ; aaid I did not diftinguifli^ 
till this pretended cloud had got nearer us^ 
that it was compofe d of millions of locufts^ 
I had often heard me lition made of thefe in- 
fers, which every yea r colleft themfelves into' 
innumerable fwarms, and quit the places that 
gave birth to them, in t ^rder to eftablifti them- 
felves fomewhejre effe j but this was the firft 
time I ever faw them 4 They were indeed 

fo 
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fo numerous^ that they darkened the air j they 
did not, however^ rife very high above our 
heads, and they formed a colunin which 
might be about three thoufand feet in lengthy 
and, reckoning by my watch, three hours 
eiapfed before they, had pafled us. This 
fwarm were fo clofe> that feveral of tbem^ 
ftified or hurt by being dalhed agalqfl; the 
reft, fell down like haiL while Kees, who 
coUeftcd theai, feafted on them with much 
pleafure* 

They afforded an excellent treat alfo to 
my people, who -extolled this manna fo mucl|. 
that I yielded to the temptation, and wifhed 
to partake with them ; but if it is true, as 
we are affured, that in Greece, and particu- 
larly at Athens, the public markets were al- 
ways fupplied with this food, and that it wa$ 
much fought after by the epicures of the 
time, I freely conf^fs, that I Ihould have cut 
a very poor figure among thefe Acridophagi, 
unlefs Heaven, together with the tafte of the 
Greeks, had beftowed upoti me a different 
conftitution. 

On the jd of January we, at length, de- 
parted, and, leaving behind us that chain of 
mountains called Bruyntjes^-Hoogte, we per- 
ceived 
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ccived to the north thofe of Snew-berg^ for 
which we had been fo Jong wifhing. Though 
the hotteft feafon was now arrived, we ftill ob- 
ierved fnow in the fiflures and ravinies neareft 
the fummits of thefe awful mountains, 
Whilft I was amufing myfelf in looking at 
them with my fpy-glafs, my Hottentots in- 
formed me that they faw a white man. This 
(difcovery afFefted me in a very fenfible riian- 
ner, for I had not feen any of that colour for 
feveral months, I found that this perfon had 
undertaken a very long journey, merely with 
. a view to procure fait, at a lake fituated near 
the river Swart-Kops; and having joined him, 
we converfed together for fome time ; but 
he could not refrain from (bedding tears 
when he related to me that in the com* 
mencement of the war againft CafFraria, in 
which he refufed to affift the reft of the 
planters, be had been attacked, with his wife, 
an only fon, and his Hottentots, by the Caf- 
fres, with whom he had always before kept 
up a friendly ilitercourfe ; that he and his 
family had quickly hid themfelves in the 
bufties; but that, when day arrived, the whole 
troop united, and he found his fon pierced 
through by a thoufand affagays. The me* 

lancholy 
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kncholy tale of thi$ unfortunate father filled 
me with great grief; and though I did not 
attempt to allay his, the moft profound fi- 
lencc exprefled, better than vain reafoning, 
what confolation he could expefl: from a 
feeling heart. He however confeffed, that 
the hatred of the CafFres was inveterate, but 
that it was very unlucky for the innocent 
that the efFefts of their vengeance did not 
always fall upon thofe alone who de- 
ferved it. 

To amufc him a little, I begged him to 
pafs the night with me, and I treated him in 
the befl manner I could. I regaled him with 
a di/h of my nicefl: tea, and g^ve him fome 
excellent tobacco^ The thread of our con-» 
vcrfdtion having conducted us, I know not 
how, to the fubjedl of horfes, he told me 
that one of his friends, who lived near the 
Swart Kops, had (hewn him one which he 
had found when out on a hunting excurfion, 
and that, not being able to difcover to whom 
he belonged, he had kept hina. This cir- 
cumftance reminded me of the one I had Idft 
on the banks of the river Krom, at the end 
of the Ange Kloof, feven or eight months 
before ; and, after the account which I gave. 

Vol. II. Y he 
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he was fo firmly perfuaded that this was my 
horfe, that he immediately offered to let me 
pick out two of his beft oxen, if I would coa- 
fign my right over to him» and give him a 
letter to his friend that he might fend for 
him. My horfe undoubtedly was worth 
much nK)re than he offered; but^ confidering 
on the one hand the difficulties and the de-^ 
lay that would be occafioned by undertaking 
fo long a journey, and on the other the fer« 
vice that I might immediately receive from 
the two oxen which he offered me, and be- 
ing defiroos beiides to fliew him fome mark 
of my efteem and friend fhip, I did not hefi« 
tate to accept his propofal, and I gave him 
a note to receive my horfe. 

I ftill continued my journey towards* the 
Snew-Berg, which we continually kept in 
view, and at the bottom of which I flattered 
myielf I fhould arrive the next day; but 
about eleven the exceffive heat obliged us to 
halt on the banks of the Bly riyer, where we 
pafTed the night. This torrent was of little 
fervice to us, as the drought had dried it al* 
moft entirely up, fo that we had nothing elfe 
to quench the thirft which tormented us but 
fome bad- tailed flagnant water^ that we 

found 
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£>ttnd in fome of the deepeft p^rts of its bed. 
At the bccak of day we haftened to quit this 
dif^reeable place, and, after a niarch of three 
hours and a half, we fell in with another river, 
named Birda river, where I remarked, among 
other Angularities^ that the more we ap- 
proach^d the fno w mountains the more in«> 
tenfe the heat* bec^ime. Th^ piles of rocks 
which compofed their lofty peaks, heated no 
doubt by the fcorching fun, reflected his rays 
and concentred them in the neighbouring 
valleys,. As the whole caravan were much 
incommoded on this account, it was not 
pofiible for us to proceed any farther. 

In the fliort fpace which we had traverfcd 
between the one river and the other, we met 
oiily one Hock of fpring-boc antelopes; but I 
(Q^y fay that it filled the whole plain. It 
was an emigration of which we faw neithec 
the beginning nor the end. This w*as precifely 
the ieafon when thefe aninials quit the dry 
rocky regions of the extremity of Africa to 
repair towards the north, either to CafFraria, 
pr fome other woody country abounding with 
water. To attempt to number them, or to 
fay that they amounted to twenty^ thirty, or 
even fifty thoufand, I iljould be very far 

Y 2 from 
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from the truth j to believe what I here affcrt 
one muft have fccn their paffage. We marched 
in the midft of them, yet they feemed not to 
be in the leaft deranged ; and they were fo 
tame that I killed three of them without 
quitting my carriage: it would have been 
very eafy for us, had there been occasion fw 
it, to procure as many as would have fup- 
plicd provifions for a long time to |innumc- 
rable armies. In fhort, the retreat of thefe 
antelopes foretold, with more certainty than 
xhtLiege Almdnack^ that approaching drought 
which we had every reafon to expedl. 

Having refumed our journey on the morn- 
ing of the 6th, in going up the Birds river, 
which has its fource in the fnow mountains, 
an accident, that might have been attended 
with very ferious confequences, flopped us 
for fome time. The clothes of the perfon 
who drove one of my carriages having caught 
hold of fomfe prickles of the mimofa, which 
he did not obferve, while he was endeavour- 
ing to place himfelf in his feat he fell down, 
and as the waggon advanced the wheel 
went over his leg. I inftantly ran up to him, 
and I y/as exceedingly happy to find, after a 
minute examination^ that there was no frac-* 

ture. 
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tare, I applied fomentations to the wound 
myfclf, afterwards wrapped it up with fevcrai 
bandages foaked in brandy, and, left my 
patient fhould regret the ufe to which I ap- 
plied it, I madei him fwallow a large bum- 
per of it. For feveral days he rode in one 
of my carriages ; and. this accident was at* 
tended with no other effcifts. 

The fnow mountains appeared to me like 
the land of promife, for I found it very 
difficult to reach them, as one obftacle con- 
ilantly fucceeded another. On the 7th, when 
I was about to depart, perceiving, when I 
numbered my cattle, that three of them were 
piiffingt my people difperfed themfelves on 
all fides to fearch for them, and were fortu- 
nate enough to fucceed; but this operation 
required fo much time, that we could not 
yoke them till feven in the evening. The 
days had now attained to their greateft 
length, but the coolnefs of the nights was 
extremely agreeable; and,, as I conjedlured 
that we were no more than four or five 
leagues from Platte river, I intended, when 
we arrived there, not to advance any farther. 

Scarcely had we travelled two or three 
leagues, when one of my Hottentots in the 

Y 3 rear- 
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rear-gaard came galloping towards me full 
fpeed, followed by all the relays, which ar- 
rived in the grcateft diforder* The terror 
being communicated to the twelve oxen of 
roy Pampoen- kraal waggon, which at that 
time having no Hottentots to keep them back 
and manage the two firft, as is generally the 
cafe, took fright and darted on one fide, by 
which accident the pole was broken, and 
dragging the carriage after them, they rufhed 
into the thickeft part of the buihes. Our 
confuiion now became every moment more 
genera], and by the bellowing of the oxen 
there feemed to be no doubt that we were 
purfued by lions. We therefore ran to our 
arms; and whilfl fome attempted to ftop the 
oxen of the other two carriages, which had 
fuffered themfelves to be hurried away like 
thdfe of the third, and while, others were 
employed in gathering and collefting every 
thing they could lay their hands on in order 
to kindle fires, I fet cut, accompanied by 
my moft expert huntfmen, and went back 
the fame way we had come, to oppofe thcfe 
cruel animals, and give the reft time to make 
every neceflTary preparation. The night was 
not very dark 5 we were upon a fandy plain, 

which 
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which enabled us to perceive objeds at a ccr*- 
tain diftaince ; and when I faw my dogs ap- 
proach us, and keep clofe to us in a body, I 
was fully convinced that there were lions 
near us. Having fuddenly obferved two of 
thtfe animals, which feemed to be waiting 
for us on a fmall eminence, we difcharged all 
our pieces together ; but this produced no 
other cffe& than to make them difappear* 
We however ftill advanced in the hopes of 
killing at lead one of them, and, by way of 
precaution, we continued to difcharge our 
fufees, but we faw nothing more of them. 
As it was of no avail to periift in purfuing 
them farther, for they had by this time got 
to a confiderable diftance, and as our fires 
were well kindled, we approached them, while 
our fcattered oxen did the fame. They arrived 
at the fpot one after the other, and in a little 
time we had recovered them all, except thofe 
belonging to the Pampoen-kraal waggon, 
which we heard bellowing at a certain dif-* 
tance. Though they were riot far from us, 
none of my people fliewed any inclination to 
go to their relief; but having at length pre- 
vailed upon a few of them to follow me, 
tach of us took a flaming torch in the one 

Y4 .h^nd. 
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handy and a fufee ip the other, and, proteded 
by my dogs which preceded us, we went in 
queft of them, and foon reached the place 
where they were. When we arrived, I found 
that the piece of the pole which the oxen 
had carried with theai being caught between 
two trees had flopped them: they were all in 
a clufler, and fo embarrafled in the traces, 
that there were no other means of extricating 
them but by cutting them to pieces. Three 
of the oxen were mifling; they had broken 
their yokes, and we imagined that they were 
devoured ; but when we returned to our fires, 
I learned that they had juft made their ap*- 
pearance. 

Were thefe animals taught by an inftind 
merely mechanical that near fires they had 
nothing to dread from their enemies ? Had 
cuAom infpired them with this refle<5tioo, 
that for more than the fpace of a year, fpent 
in travelling along with me, voracious ani- 
mals, which at firfl caufed fo much uneaii* 
nefs to them, dared neither to attack them 
nor come near them ? Or did they conceive 
fo high an idea of man, as to fee in him a 
powerful proteftor, and an irrefiftible de* 
fender ? This fubjedl I fhall not attempt to 

explain > 
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explain; but I know that Nature^ which be* 
flows on all animals whatever a fufficieQt 
ihare of intelligence to provide for their own 
fafety^ feeoied here to have doubled it ; and 
upon this point I have on more than one bc'- 
jcafion made remarks, which have always filled 
me with aflonifhment and admiration* The 
morals to be drawn from natural hiftory ex- 
tend farther than may be imagined. The 
eye of metaphyfics penetrates every day far- 
ther and farther; and blind curiofity, which 
alone formed collections formerly, gives 
place at prefent to nobler and more valuable 
motives. No objects now are too fmall for 
the attention of the philofopher; the genius 
of difcovery knows to give importance to 
every thing; and even infects, confidere^ 
twenty years ago as minute and mean obje&s, 
occupy a confpicuous place in the fcale of 
beings *. 

At break of day I returned to the place 
where I had fired the preceding evening, and 

* A complete treatife of Ontology will foon appear, 
worthy of the learned man who firft laid the foundations of 
that grand work» and of the refpefbble connoifleur who 
prote£b and fupports by his fortune fo noble ^n under- 
takijng, 

3 lob- 
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I obferved the traces of "i lion and thofe of a 
lionefs^ which, though equally ftrong, nre al- 
ways lefs. Having followed thefe traces for 
fome time, they conduced me, by a fmall 
winding, near to my people, which proved 
to me that thefe animals had advanced clofe 
to us. We thought it very fortunate that 
we had kept watch till the appearance of 
day ; and this circumftance was an uiefbl hint 
to me never to travel during the night in 
countries with which I was £o little ac- 
quainted, and which, as I afterwards learned, 
are the moft dangerous to be paiTed of all 
Africa. 

I had under my carriages fome ipare poles 
cut down in the forefls of Auteniqua; but 
as there was no water in the place where we 
had flopped, and as we had no time to lofe 
in procuring any, I ordered the traces to re- 
ceive a temporary repair ; we fpiiced there<- 
fore the broken pole, in the bed manner we 
could, with two pieces of wood, and purfucd 
our journey; but what was our difappoint- 
xnent when we arrived at the Platte river to 
find it dry ! We went up its banks for three 
quarters of an hour, always tormented with 
thirft, which flill increafed, and out of breath; 

6 but 
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but we at length had the gopd fortune to 
arrive at fome hogs, containing a little mud* 
dy water which the fun had not yet ex« 
baled. 

Here we no longer beheld the magnificent 
country of CafFrariaf and we had entirely 
,loft fight of thofe rich paftures, and thofe 
raajeftic forefis, over which our eyes had 
wandered with fo much delight. Rocks 
piled on each other and parched fands every- 
day fucceeded thofe beautiful views, under 
forms always more hideous. We found our* 
felves every where hemmed in by moun- 
tains, the fides of which were inclined in a 
mod fantaftical manner, while their peaked 
fummits, fufpended over our heads, filled 
the mind with that profound terror, which 
is the confequence of difcouragement, and 
which awakens the mofi: difmal remembrance. 
Thofe of Snew-Berg, at the bottom of which 
we now were, rofc very far above the reft; 
and winter, feated on their fummits, feemed 
to difpute with the fun the fovereignjty of 
thefe difmal regions. 

As it was my intention tp climb and tra- 
verfe a part of this famous cordillera, though 
I knew that the Boihmen had, like the lions, 

eftabliihed 
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eftabliflied their haants in it, and as I was 
defirous of fecuring myfelf from any furprile 
by either, I fixed my camp in an open 
fpott and fortified it in the bed manner I 
could. ^ ^ 

Having feen the traces of a rhinoceros, my 
;incient ardour for hunting was again revived, 
and I promifed a handfome reward to the 
firft of my people who fhould procure me 
one of thefe monftrous animals ; but neither 
of OS were fo fortunate, for we faw no far- 
ther appearance of them.. I however unex- 
pectedly fell in with a fmall flock of eight 
elks, none of which fpecies I had ever killed, 
and purfuing them brifkly, I (hot one dead 
on the ipot PoCtor Sparmann has given a 

very accurate defcription of this animal, which 

•I 

the favages name kana. It is entirely diflerent 
from the elk defcribed by BuflTon, and is 
only tbe largeft fpecies of the antelopes of 
the Cape. 

When I returned to my camp, I found that 
all my hunters, who had difperfed themfelves 
every where throughout the neighbourhood 
with a view of gaining the prize, were arrived 
very much difcontented and fatigued. One 
of them having informed me that he had 
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tntt with a horde of favage Hottentots, whofc 
kraal was fituatedjuft at the foot of the 
mountains, I refolved to pay them a vi(it| but 
I carried with me only three of my beft markf« 
men and the perfon who had given me this 
intelligence. Next morning, at the break of 
day, we had fcarcely advanced half way. when 
we met five of thefe people, who of their 
own accord were coming towards my camp 
to fee me. They however turned back, and 
fconduded me to their habitation, where their 
children, as foon as they efpied me, ran dif- 
ferent ways to conceal themfelves, fending 
, forth horrible cries. This general confter- 
nation appeared to me very unnatural, and 
difconcerted all my ideas; for, when I firft 
entered the horde of Haabas and that of feve- 

f ^ 

ral others, the women and the children had 
indeed retired, but by their behaviour they 
fhc wed neither fear nor apprehenfion . Being 
very defirous to difcover the caufe of this 
terror, I was informed that thefe people had 
been eftabliflied pnly a fhort while in the 
place where I faw them; that in{Camdebo, 
their own country, they had experienced a 

thoufand perfecutions from the planters; 

that. 
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thaty animated with the moft inveterate and 

« 

fanguinary hatred againft the whites, they 
endeavoured to inipire their children with 
the fame deteftation of them. In order that 
it might increafe with their years ; and that 
they were not (brry to have heard them re* 
peat, in this rencontre, the catecbifm of 
vengeance. 

With regard to the men, they fmiled ou 
my approach) and^ieemed not at ail aftoai(hr 
cd to fee me; for they had 'been informed 
the preceding evening that I intended to pay 
them a vifit. Their horde amounted only 
to about an hundred, or an hundred and 
twenty people j and their flocks, which I 
met in going towards them, and which con-* 
fifted of an hundred horned cattle, and per- 
haps twice that number of Iheep, plainly 
ihewed that they were far from being 
wealthy : but I was more fully convinced 
that this was the cafe when I faw thefe poor 
wretches employed in drying locufts upon* 
hard mats, and cutting off their legs and their 
wings. As their colledion of this provifion 
was in the higheft ftate of fermentation, I 
was obliged to take the windward iide of 

them. 
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them, in order to avoid the infe&icus ex- 
halations which every now and then pro^ 
ceeded from it,. 

Not cjuite fix months before thefe poor 
Hottentots hrxd taken fhelter in this place, to 
avoid the cruelties committed by the plants 
ers ; but, without knowing it, they had 
cxpofed themfelves tcr atrocities of anothei^ 
kind. Befides thedangerous Bofhmen, who 
might every moment difcover them, they 
had to defend themfelves alfo againft ferocious 
animals, and particularly wild dogs, which 
occafioned great ravage among their flocks, 
HaVing given them Ibme advice refpe^ing 
their fafety, and made them a few prcfents, 
I ofFereci to purchafe fome (heep from them, 
which they promifed to bring next morning. 
As I was preparing to take leave of them, I 
was obliged to enter one of their huts, to 
fhelter myfelf from a dreadful ftorm which 
fuddenly came upon us, and which con- 
tinued full three hours, during which I was 
almoft inundated. The whole krail was in 
danger of being fwept entirely away j many 
of the huts were violently (haken ; the tor- 
rents hurried before them fand amd earth, 
which they lyafhed down in their courfe, 

and 
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and trees torn up by the roots ; but as thel 
place which I occupied was better. fecured, I 
beheld with pleafure, though up to the knees 
In water^ the cafcades and cataracts that fell 
with a horrid noife from the fummits of the 
mountains^ and which, dafhing againft each 
other in their fall^ reached the plains in a 
thoufand ftreams, and covered them with 
vapour and foam. The banks of the Platte 
river, which was only a few paces from 
me, having in a moment difappeared, I gave 
the firfl body of Mrater time to fubfide ; but 
^eing under great uneafinefs ^pncerning my 
camp, I took advantage of the earlieft inter-^ 
val which the rain gave us, and fet ou£ to 
return. Whilft I was confined in this hut, 
1 fufFered axuch from a bag of locufts^ which, 
though already dry, emitted a moft foetid 
and difgufting fmell. The rain continued 
with great fury during the whole night, and 
the day following the inundation. in crealed 
fo muchj> that thefe Hottentots were not able 
to vifit ray camp as they had promifed. 

We now entertained little dread of being 
in want of water; but we made no ufe of that 
of the river, becaufe it was both brackiih 
aad muddy : we preferred having recourfe 

to 
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to the ponds, which being undlfturbed, the 
fand and the mud had fubiided at leifure.. 

The next day, as the weather was much 
calmer, about twenty men and a few women 
brought me four (heep, and an old cow which 
was only fit for the knife. Thefe people 
did not feem to be remarkably fond of my 
glafs beads : their women, indeed, were 
loaded with them. They fhewed much more 
avidity for tobacco ; and as I could procure a 
fupply of this part of my provifion with the 
greateft eafe when I entered the colonies, I 
* was not fparing of it. My liberality on this 
occafion won their hearts, and they brought 
me eleven (heep naore, for which I paid 
them very generoufly. 

Knowing that I was about to traverl# 
a very dry and barren country, I preferved 
thefe different acquifitions as a valuable re- 
fource in cale of neccffity. 

One day, while I had a great many of 
thefe ftrangers with me, one of the keepers 
of my flocks came to inform me, that feveral 
of' the Bofhmen, coming down from the 
mountains, had approached him and his com- 
panions, but that they had kept them in 
awe by a few difcharges of their fufees. 

Vol. II. Z Upon 
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Upon this intelligence, Klaas add I gof on 

horfebackj and^ followed by four other chaf- 

feurs^ fet out to purfue them. We indeed 

foon difcovered thirteen of thefe plunderers j 

but the rapidity of our courfe* and our de* 

termined and refolute appearance, foon put 

them to flight. We however galloped to- 

wa];ds them full Ipeed, and made fome of 

our balls whiz around their ears ; but wc 

could not get near enough to take proper 

aim at them. I confidered it as fufficient 

for me, and it tended not a little to my 

fafety, that we had ftruck them with fome 

terxon We faw them all enter the moun-^ 

tains by different paths, and they foon dif- 

appeared entirely. I greatly admired the 

agility with which they climbed the fteepefl 

rocks with the nimblenefs of monkeys ; but 

I did not choofe to follow them farther ; for 

it would have been highly imprudent to at* 

tempt to attack them in their flrong holds, 

and their impenetrable recefles* 

Thefe people would not affuredly have 
piiffed us. They were all perfeftly naked ^ 
and I judged, by the traces of their feet, 
that' they wore fandals. This flight alarm 
was of the greatefl: utility : it ferved to ren- 
der 
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der us more fufpicious ; and on this account 
I doubled our guards, and Swanepoel and I 
went the rounds alternately ; while my 
faithful Klaas, at the head of a fmall de- 
tachmenti vifited the valley and its en- 
virons. From time to time they fired their 
fufees, which fignals my herdfmen were 
obliged to anfwer; and by thefe means I 
was aflured that they had not fallen afleep, 
and that they difcharged their duty with fi- 
delity, , 

This precaution, which I obferved for the 
fake of good order, and that I might have 
nothing to reproach myfelf with in our pre- 
fent circumftances, was of very little utility 
in other refpe£ts. A Hottentot dreads a 
Bofhman much more than a lion : this falu-* 
tary fear kept all mine on the watch^ and 
even in the moft open places, which expofed 
them to excruciating torment from thirft j 
for the heat had now become almoft infup- 
portable. I myfelf was expofed to the fame 
inconvenience as much as they, but this did 
not make me abandon my hunting excur^ 
fions. It was a matter of indifference to me 
whether I walked or ftood flill : my tent 
was fo intolerably hot that I could not re- 

Z « main 
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main in it ; but^ upon fuch occafions^ my 
beard well foaked afforded me confiderable 
relief : I derived fome advantage alfo from 
the form of my hat^ which I moiftened in 
the like manner. In thefe critical moments, 
when oppreiTed by an unquenchable thirfVi 
having remarked that the quantity of water 
I drank ferved only to inflame me the more, 
I refolved to drink in future like the dogs, 
that is to fay, to lap. This ftrange method 
gave me wonderful eafe, for a very littb 
water was then fufficient to allay my thirfl, 
and I no longer feared to be incommoded 
by it. 

As long as vie remained on the banks of 
the Platte river we were not much difturbed 
by lions. Our artillery, which thundered 
on every fide during the day, kept them at a 
diftance, though we heard them roaring 
every night ; but, except once, they never 
ventured fo near us as to occafion any alarm. 
The panthers alfo, at the rifing and fctting 
of the fun, gave us figns of their being on 
the banks of the river ; but they kept at a 
refpeftable diitance. In the middle of the 
night they advanced much nearer to us, but 
we were conftantly warned of their approach 

* by 
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by e\xt dogs, and the next morning we could 
judge by their traces how far they had ex- 
pofed ihemfelves^ Neceffity alone renders 
all the(e fpecies of carnivorous animals bold, 
for they naturally dread the fight of man ; 
attd I am of opinion,. that the dangers to be 
apprehended from their being in the neigh- 
bourhood have been too much exaggerated. 
The only two kinds of antelopes found here 
are not fufficient to fatisfy their voracity ; 
they choofe rather to follow thofe numerous 
hordes who travel from one canton to ano- 
ther ; and they have then an opportunity of 
ieledling fuch food as may be moft agreeable 
to them, and of making a dreadful flaughter 
among their flocks. 

My neighbours feeing me determined to 
afcend the fnow mountains^ advifed me. to 
be upon my guard, and not to remain long 
ill them, as the Bofhmen were . at this time 
iu great force. I had no intention of carry- 
ing my whole caravan thither, for this fool- 
ifh projedl would not have been prafl;icable ; 
but as I was defirous of examining a few of 
their fummits, and of traverfing them only 
in the day-time with my chaffeurs, I ad- 
vanced as near to the bottom of them as I 

3 - poffibly 
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poflibly could, and eftabliflied my camp at 
the diftance of three hundred paces from the 
favage horde. I expefted to find on the 
fummiti as I had been told, a coniiderable 
volcano, that emitted fmoke ancl flames 5 but 
I faw nothing that had any refemblaiice to 
fuch a phenomenon. By the afliftance of 
my fpy-glafs, I difcovered an immenfe ex- 
tent of country ftretched out towards the 
north, and bounded only by the horizon; 
and on the mod elevated peaks and the plain 
fpaces pyramids of flints and fand, exa&ly 
like thofe found upon downs. I exideayour-^ 
ed, but in vain, to difcover fome fhells } I 
obferved no fragments or remains that had 
the leaft affinity to any marine produdion# 
My principal attention was diredSred to birds ; 
and I had the good fortune to difcover aad 
Jiiil fome very uncommon, particularly a 
very beautiful fpecies of widow bird *, that 
concealed itfelf in the long grafs with which 
thefe high mountains were almoil every 
where covered. 

* The Emberiza Paradifea of Llniiaeus; the Pajfer 
Indicus of Ray, Willoughby, and Johnftoh 5 and tjie long^ 
fajled red throat of Edwards. T, 
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. In all my excurfions, which always ended 
9t fun-fety I never faw any of the Boflimen 
but once. They were only three in numr 
ber, and were traveriing the back part of a 
mountain oppoiite to that on which I was ; 
but they did not think proper to attack us. 
We indeed carried nothing with us that 
could tempt them ; and thefe three vaga*- 
bonds had perhaps been among thofe to 
whom I h^cl fo recently given chace, and in 
all probability remembered the terror into 
which I had thrown them, Thefe infamous 
wretches do not form, as has been falfely 
fuppofed, a particular nation ; nor are they 
a people who have had their origin in thole 
places where they are now found. Bofhmen 
is a name compofed of two Dutch words^ 
which fignify bu/h-men^ or men of the woods : 
^nd it is under this appellation that the in* 
habitants of the Cape, and all the Dutch in 
geiferal, whether in Africa or America, dif- 
tinguifh thofe malefadors or affaflins who 
defert from the colonies in order to efcape 
punifhment. In a word, they are what ita 
the French Weft-India iflands are called Mar^ 
toon Negroes. Thefe Boflimen, therefore, far 
from being a diftinft fpecies, as h9$ been even 

Z \ lately 
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lately aflerted, are only a promifcaous ai^ixi'* 
blage of mulattoes^ negroes, and meftizos^ 
of every fpecies, and fbmetimes of Hotten- 
tots and Bafters ; who all differing in colour, . 
refemble each other in nothing but in vil*- 
lany. They are real land pirates, who live 
tinder a chief, without laws and without dii^ 
cipline ; abandoned to the utmoft mifery and 
defpair ; bafe deferterSt who have no other 
refources to procure them a fubfiAeuce but 
plundering and crimes. They retire to the 
fteepeft rocks, and the moft inacceflible ca- 
verns, and there they pafs their lives. From 
thefe elevated places they command an ex- 
tenfive profpeft over the furroundmg plains, 
lie in. wait for the unwary traveller and the 
feat tered flocks, pour down upon them with 
the velocity of an^ arrow, and fuddenly fall- . 
ing upon the inhabitants and their cattle, 
{laughter them without diftui&ion. Loaded 
with booty, and whatever they can carry 
with them, they then repair to their gloomy 
caves, which they never quit, till, like the 
lions, hunger again impels them to frefli 
xnaiTacres. But as treachery always marches 
with a trembling flep, and as the prefencc 

of one refoiute peribn is fufficient to overawe 

whole 
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whol« troops of thcfe banditti^ they carefully 
Ihun thofe plantations where they are cer-* 
tain that the owners thenotfelves reiide. Ar* 
tifice and cunning, the ufual refburces of 
timid hnls, are the only means which th^ 
employ, and the only guides that accompany 
them in their expeditions.* In places where 
the prints of their feet, too ftrongly impreflPi 
ed, might alarm the inhabitants, and roufe 
thenl to purfuit, they difguife them by a 
wonderful addrefs, to which our plunderers 
in Europe, more impetuous or lefs patient, 
never think of having recourfe : they al- 
ways march backwards if they are not (hod; 
but if they wear fandals, they tie them to 
the foot in fuch a manner that the heel cor- 
reipcyids with the toes. When they carry 
off a confiderable flock of living animals, 
they diftribute them, under the care of feveral 
of their gang, into fmall bodies, making 
them purfue different routes ; and by thefe 
means, if they are chafed, they always fecure 
the greater part of their plunder. 

Another nation, entirely different from 
that of the Hottentots, is confounded alfo 
under the name of Bolhmdn. Though thefe 
people in their language ufe the fame clap- 
pings 
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pings as the Hottentots^ they have however 
a particular pronunciation and exprdSions 
peculiar to themfelves. In fome cantons 
they arc called Chineefe Hottentot^ Chinele 
Hottentots, becaufe their colour approaches 
i^ear to that of the ^hinefe found at the 
Cape ; and, like them, they are of a fmall 
fiature* On account of the afiiiiity of their 
language, I coniider thefe people, as well as 
the great and lefler Nimiquas^ of whom I 
fiiall have occafion foon to fpeak, as a par<« 
ticular race of Hottentots ; and though the 
planters confound the former under the ge-! 
oeral denomination of Boihmen, it is never*- 
thelefs true that the favages of the defart, 
who have no communication with the Dutch 
fettlements, know them only unde^ ^hc 
pame of Houfwaana* 

. This nation, whatever name rhay be given 
it, inhabited formerly the Camdcbo, the 
Bocke-Veld, and the Rugge-Veld ; but the 
pfurpations of the whites, whofe vidlims they 
have been like the other favages, compelled 
them to take flight, and to feek (belter in 
very remote places. At prefent they inhabit 
that vaft country comprehended between Caf- 
frari^ and the. great N^micjua land ; and of 
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all thofe people^ whom the avarice of th« 
Europeans has treated with cruelty, there are 
none who preferve a flronger remembrance 
of the injuries they here fuftained, or who 
hold the name of the whites in greater detef* 
tation. They Will never forget the perfidies 
of the planters^ and the infamous return made 
to them for the iignal fervices whl^h they 
have rendered upon more than a hundred oc« 
cafions* Their refentment is fo violent^ 
that they have always the dreadful word ven* 
geance in their mouths, and an opportunity 
of giving vent to it happens always too late, 
though they are continually watching for it* 
I propofe to give fome farther account of 
thefe Houfwaana when, pailing under the 
tropic, I come to yifit their hordes. 

One evening, after retiring ft) my tent, 
having begun to confign to my journal the 
events of the day, while all ray people feated 
around a fjre were fmoking their pipes, my 
curiofity was greatly roufed by loud peals of 
laughter, which ftruck my ears ; and I over* 
heard one of my huntfmen relating to the 
reft a difcovery, which (o much the more 
excited their niirth, as it afforded them great 
matter of furprife, and as they took it for a 

> talc 
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tile merely Invented on purpole by my HoN 
teatoc humori^ft. The latter^ howeveri who 
endeavoured to perfuade them of the truth 
of.it, told them^ that as foon as I knew it I 
would not reft fatisfied until I fliould be con** 
vinced by my own eyes. Their immoderate 
laughter was then renewed with louder burftfr 
than ever : they all fpoke at the fame time; 
and feemed very impatient that the ufual 
hour of my drinking tea was not yet arrived. 
Having called Klaas^ I learned from him thaC 
Jan, one of my chafieurs, aifured him, that he 
had difcovered, after dinner, in the horde, a 
Hottentot woman, who had that peculiar 
Conformation which I always confidered 
as a fable, becaufe I had never feen it in 
any of the. countries through which I jpafTed, 
notwithftandingall my enquiry and refearcbes, 
though one of my people had before afierted 
the fame fa6l, and though my whole troop 
had fome knowledge of it by hearfay, and by 
a tradition pretty generally difFufed. He in- 
deed related to me, in the minuteft manner, 
aiid with all the energy, or rather ingenuity, 
of his language, what the moft unexpeded 
accident had permitted him to examine at his 
Jeiiure, and in the completeft manncn 

Being 
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Being very defirou^^ of clearing up as foon 
as poffible this very interefting point of civil 
as well as of natural hiftory, which I had 
more than once found in different books of 
travels and in romances, fuch as thofe of John 
Struys, I repaired next morning to the neigh-* 
bouring horde, together with my Hottentot^ 
who immediately diftinguiihed the woman 
whofe conformation had fo much aftoniflied 
him. When (he was pointed out to me, I 
found her to be a married woman, who had 
feveral children, aad who was already pretty 
far advanced in years. I made her feveral 
prefents, under various J)retences, in order to 
prepoffefs her in my favour, and to gain her 
efteem ; and, in a word^ to prevail upon her 
to permit me to fatisfy my curiofity, I had 
not to deal here with thofe impudent and dif- 
folute Hottentot women of the colonies, al- 
ways too much difpofed to gratify, and even 
to anticipate, the defires of the white men 
and their fcandalous fantafies. Here I had 
reafon to exped great difficulties, for I knew 
that favage women almoft always refufe that 
to curiofity which they grant to love — a deli* 
cate diftinftion, which people would not ex- 
pert to find in a defart, when they carry thi- 
ther 
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thcr with them their prejudices, aiid all the 
bias of pride. 

Ye worthy arid provident mothers, whd 
may chance to read this work, yofu will 
never be induced to believe that the chafte 
children, whom you educate with the hopes 
of feeing them attain to yoiit virtues^ wotild 
be as fafe from corruptlbn and the perni- 
cious efieds of bad e&aitiple amidfl the la- 
vages of Africa, as in the bbfom of thof^ 
profound and lilent retreats where wifdom, 
as we are told. Watches over innocence, and 
removes from it whatever might tend to cor- 
rupt it, or give offence to its fight : accufe ' 

r 

fiot Nature, and do not boaft too much of 
your precepts and grand inftitutionsj you 
owe them entirely to a contempt of her 
laws. 

To the honour of thefe people I muft her6 
affert, and I ought to take every opportunity 
of doing fo, that all my ftratagems, and all 
my entreaties to obtain what I defired would 
have proved fruitlefsi had it not been for 
the affiftance of one of my people, and af- 
furances, twenty times repeated, to perfuade 
this woman that 1 was a curious ftranger, of 
a race very diftinft,:and who lived very re* 

motfr 
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mote from hers ; that Gonaqua, CafFre, and 
other Hottentot womeni had readily con- 
fented to grant me the fame indulgence; 
and, in fhort, that I would detain her no 
longer than a moment in that humiliating 
pofture : fome of the men alfo of the horde 
fupported my arguments, and pleaded in my 
favour. Confufed, abaflied, and trembling, 
Ihe covered her face with both her hands, 
fufiered her apron to be untied, and permit- 
ted me to cpnteroplate at leifure what my. 
readers will fee themfelves in the exadl re- 
prefentation which I drew of it, and which 
forms the feventh plate of this volume. 

To deftroy an opinion, generally received, 
that nature has exclufively beftowed on the 
Hottentot women a natural apron, which 
ferves to conceal the marks of their fex, z 
modern author afferts, that this fingularity is 
nothing elfe but a prolongation of the nym- 
phae; and this idea has, very improperly, 
been adopted by many. He reprefents this 
apron almoft as an infirmity, occafioned ei- 
ther by old age, the heat of the climate, aa 
inaftive life, or the ufe of greafy undionsi&c. 
I fhould never have done, were I to mentioa 
all the objections that naturally arife to de- 

ftfoy 
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ikroj this opinion ; but I cannot omit one 
\^hich muft inftantly occur to the mind, and 
which the reader no doubt has made as tvell 
as I. Since the heat of the climate, an in- 
aftive life, and . the ufe of greafe, influence 
almoft in the fame degree all thofc people 
who inhabit the fouthern extremity of Afri-^ 
ca, why fliould a few particular hordes only 
be fubjeft to this infirmity? It is well 
known at the Cape, and in the coloiiies, that 
nothing of the kind happens amc*ng the Hot- 
tentot women, whatever may be their con- 
duft, however they may live, and to what- 
ever dangers they may be expofed. But let 
us aot rack our imaginations with this fin- 
gularity, which, as it is uncommon, has no- 
thing extraordinary in it; and let us not 
fcek to explaiui as a phenomenon, what is 
only the effcdt of fafliion and caprice, Yes^ 
reader, this celebrated apron is only a faflhion, 
an affair of tafte, I will not fay depraved, 
for figns of modefty can never conftitute 
the cflcnce of it ; but original, extrava- 
gant, perhaps abfurd, and fuch, that the 
fight of it only is fufficient to Kanifh from 
the mind of the moft diffipated libertine 
every idea of amorous enjoyment, and de- 
ceiving. 
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ceiving, in a new and too plain manner, the 
refinement of his wants, to make th^ moft 
unbridled paffion give place to laughter that 
could fearcely be fupprefled. I wifli to be de- 
cent, but I muft at the fame time pay proper 
regard to truth. I cannot think of omitting 
in my work thefe circumftances of my 
travels ; and fincc my female Hottentot con- 
fented to improve my knowledge at the ex- 
pence of her modefty, too much referve on 
my part might be accounted childifti ba(h- 
fulnefs: fcrupulous nicety is improper on 
a fubjeft to which nature has attached no 
fliame. 

This natural apron is indeed nothing elfe, 
as the above author has faid, than a prolon* 
gation of the nymphae, or the large lips of 
the private parts of a woman. They majr 
hang down about iiine inches, more or lefs, 
according to the age of the pcrfon, or the 
afliduous care which is beftowed on this fin- 
gular decoration. I faw a young girl of fif- 
teen, in whom thefe parts were already four 
inches in length. Until they attain to that 
fize, they are made to diftend by fridion, and 
by ftretching them ; but the remaining part 
of the proccfs is performed by weights fuf-* 

Vol. II. A a pended 
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pended from theai. I have already faid that 
this cufiom proceeds from a peculiar tafle^ a 
very uncomman caprice of fa(hion, and a 
refinement of coquetry* In the horde^ in 
which I then was, only four women, and the 
young girl already mentioned, were in this 
ridiculous fituation. Whoever has read Z)/<7- 
nis will readily comprehend how eafily this 
operation may be performed ; as for my part, 
I fee nothing wonderful in it but the whim- 
ficalnefs of the invention. Formerly, per- 
haps, whole hordes of favages, diftinguifhed 
by this particularity, were to be met with 
even in thofe parts which at prefent belong 
to the colonies, and this in all probability 
has given birth to thofe errors which have 
been propagated on this fubje£t; but the 
difperfion of a people foon deftroys their an- 
cient ufages. This one is praflifed only in 
certain parts remote from one another, and 
by a few individuals attached by tradition to 
ancient manners, and who confider it as a 
merit ftill to obferve them with the moft 
Tcrupulous minutenefs. 

When I had fiiaiflied my obfervations, and 
traverfed, as far as the precautions neceffafy 
to be taken would permit, different chains 

and 
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and the moft beautiful fpots o£ the fnow 
mountains, I began to think of quitting 
this difmal country altogether. My people 
ftrongly folicited me to conduft them to 
Carouw, and to make hafte to crofs it before 
the exceffive heat had entirely dried up the 
fmall quantity of ftagnant water that we 
might poflibly find in it, and left we (hould 
not meet with paftures fufEcient for our 
oxen, which for a long time had fufFered 
greatly from the intenfenefs of the feafon. 
Being therefore as much preffed by the cir- 
cumftances of the moment as defirous of ye*- 
turning to the Cape, and no longer finding 
in my excurfions the fame charms and the 
fame amufements as before, either that fa- 
tigue had cooled my ardour, or that other pro- 
jefts, and powerful remembrance, had rcfumed 
over my imagination that empire which a 
view of the greateft novelties had deftroyed, I 
fet out on the 2d of February, and diredted 
my courfe towards the fouth-weft. A part of 
the horde accompanied us three leagues, to 
-affift us in croffing the river Jubers^ which 
they concluded to be greatly fwelled by the 
exceffive rains. When we reached it we be- 
gan to think of conftruding rafts ; but our 

A a 2 condudors. 
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conduiSors, who knew of a commodious ford 
a quarter of a league lower, faved us this 
ufelefs labour, which would have confumed 
much time. Having accompanied them to 
reconnoitre the ford which they mentioned^ 
I judged, after trying the depth of it with 
my horfe, that, by only elevating eight or 
ten inches, but with precaution, the boxes 
and lading of my three carriages by means 
of branches and bru(h-wood, we might be 
able to pafs without (uftaining any damage ; 
we accordingly accomplifhed this bufinefs 
with* equal dexterity and fuccefs. Our com- 
panions, indeed, were of great fervice to us 
upon this occafion; they crofled the river, 
and fpent the night with us, in order to affift . 
us next morning to load our carriages again^ 
and to arrange our efFeds. I rewarded them 
generoufly for .what they had done, and wc 
then took leave of each other* 

In the canton into which I was now en- 
tering, I found a prodigious number of thofc 
green and golden cuckoos, of which I have 
already fpoken, and feveral new fpecies that I 
added to my coUedion. The fame day I 
fell in with another river, the name of which 
I did not know j but I gave it that of my r&- 

fpea 
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Ipeaable friend Mr. Boers. The dry plains 
of Carouw begin in this place ; and I obferved 
that this ungrateful foil, or rather thefe fands, 
as far as the eye could reach, were covered 
with coarfe plants and weeds : on another fide 
rocks no lefs barren exhibited every where 
to the faddened eye the pidure of defola- 
tion and death. We faw only fmall tufts of 
grafs, which feemed to fpring up with reluft- 
ance, for the prefervation of our flocks. 

On the 4th a march of five hours conduced 
us to the river Voogel, which difcharges itfelf 
into that of Sondag, which we had croflcd not 
long before near its mouth, and which we 
were foon to have a view of again not far 
from its fource. Our fufFerings increafed 
every day with the heat, and travelling be- 
came very laborious to us. I however ftill 
amufed myfelf in my leifure hours with hunt- 
ing; and I killed, in the courfe of my jour- 
ney, another French field-duck of a new 
fpecies. The following day we reached the 
river Sondag at a very early hour. The afpe<3: 
of this fpot, much lefs difmal, ferved at leaft to 
revive my hopes : fuperb avenues of mimofas, 
watered by the river, prefented every where 
around us magnificent views j and as they 

Aa 3 were 
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were in full bloflbm, they perfumed the fur- 
rounding -air with their fweet and delicious 
odour. Birds of a thoufand fpecies, and moflr 
beautiful infects, detained me here till the 8th ; 
when having obferved that, notwithftanding 
the large fupply of pins which I had carried 
with me from the Cape, they began to run 
fhort, it came into my head to replace them 
by the fmall prickles of the mimofa, which 
anfwered the fame purpofe. 

Leaving the Sondag behind me, I met fix* 
teen Hottentots with their arms and baggage 
on the banks of the SwarhRivier^ or Black 
River. They had left Camdebo, to join, at the 
bottom of the fnow mountains, the horde 
which we had left there ; and I learned from 
them that they had been compelled to this 
emigration by formidable troops of Bofhmen, 
who were carrying fire and fword through 
^ Camdebo, and burning the plantations, in order 
to carry away the ammunition, arms, and 
whole riches of the inhabitants. Nothing 
could difconcert me more than this intelli- 
gence, equally upgracious and unexpected; 
for it raifed the alarm in every breaft, and re- 
vived our former terrors. Perfuaded that any 
farther explanation would only difturb the 

imaginations 
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imaginations of nty timid Hottentots ftill 
more, I immediately ordered them all to fol- 
low me. They had already begun to fpeak of 
returning the fame way we had come, and I 
looked forward to the moment when my au- 
thority was about to be at an end ; but the 
braveft of my people, who did not hefitate to 
accompany me, induced all the reft to imitate 
their example. Having obferved that Slinger, 
who gave me fo much caufe to complain of 
his condufl: at Koks-Kraal, fhewed here the 
greateft refiftance, and that even this day he 
performed his fervice in a very fufpicious 
manner, I deterniined, fot the firft time, to 
make an example of him, to intimidate thofe 
daftardly companions whom he had feduced. 
In the evening, when I arrived at the river 
Camdebo, which takes its name from thfe 
country it traverfes, I fignified to him that 
he Ihould inftantly quit my caravan ; reproach- 
ing him at the fame time with having been 
the firft promoter of that fear and confter- 
nation, which had prevented all my people from 
following me into CafFraria, and with having 
obliged me by his- culpable refiftance tp aban- 
don the nobleft part of my projects, for want 
of ftrength, courage, and afliftance, to enable 

A a 4 , me 
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me to profecute it, and bring it to a concju- 
fion, 1 then paid him what wages were due ; 
made him deliver up his effects and foj;ne pro? 
vifions, and threatened to purfiie him as I 
would do a wild bead, fhould he ever again 
appear in my prefence. Up was fo much 
ftruck and abafhed by this apoftrophe, and 
the vehemence with which I pronounced thefe 

« 

laft words, that he fnatched up his wallet and 
retired with precJ^pitation. My people con- 
jedured that he would make for the neareft 
plantation, or join the Hottentots whom we 
liad met \t\ the morning ; and I entertained 
a notion that he would have offered fome ex- 
cufe for his conduft, or that fome of his com- 
panions would have interceded for him ; but 
I was extremely glad that he purfued another 
courfe. This feverity proved of the greateft 
feryice to me, and, during the reft of my 
journey, was attended with all that eflfe^ 
which I expeded. 

I quitted the river Camdebo on the 9th of 
-February, at which time feveral of my oxen 
being attacked by the k/auw-^kfe, they found 
the journey very laborious. As eafe and re- 
frefhments were the only remedies that coulji 
fpeedily reftpre them to their former ftate^ I 
7 chofc 
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chofe but, upon one of the windings made by 
the river, among the mimofas. a commodious 
lawn, where I eftablifhed my camp, with an 
intention of remaining there fome days, I 
had however no need to bid my people be 
upon their guard, for they were too much 
afraid of the Boflimen to fail in their duty, 
or to relax in their precaution. We were 
jjow precifely in that canton, in which thefe 
plunderers, as we had been told, were fpread- 
fng terror and confternation. Our provifionS 
beginning to grow fhort, and as we no longer 
found large game, I refolved to procure fome^ 
if poffible, in order that I might fait it ; and 
on this account I undertook a few hunting 
pxcurfions, which carried me to a greater or 
lefs dxftance from my camp. One day, having 
purfued very clofely an antelope-elk, I wan- 
jdered to a confiderable diftance with one of my 
beft , (hooters, who followed me ; and at the 
(Corner of a thick grove of mimofas we fud- 
denly efpied a Hottentot, who was fearching 
for the nymphae of ants, which is a favourite 
food among thefe favages. No fooner had he 
feen us, than, fnatching up his bow and quiver 
with great precipitation, he betook himfelf to 
flight ; but giving full fcope to my horfe, I 

foon 
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foon overtook him. By the evident figni 
which he exhibited of terror and embarrafl^ 
ment, I concluded that he was a Boihman* 
His life was in my hands : in thefe defarts I 
could have exercifed' my right of fovereignty, 
and might have punifhed him, had I been cruel, 
for all the crimes of his countrymen, and for 
the inexcufable fault of belonging to thefe 
plunderers ; but hitherto I had no caufe to 
complain of thefe people, and befides I was 
defirous of profiting by this rencounter, and of 
procuring new information : a planter how- 
ever would have aded in a quite different 
manner. By my looks he plainly difcovered 
that I had no intention of doing him any hurt; 
and, after fome queflions relating to the litua- 
tion in which we refpe<Stively were, and which 
he could not anfwer without trembling, he 
began to refume his courage, and to have fome 
confidence in me. As I complained to him of 
the fcarcity of game in the places which I had 
traverfed, he informed me where I would be 



certain of finding what I wanted. I ordered my 
Hottentot, who had now overtaken me, to 
make him a prefent of a part of his tobacco ; 
and, after wifhing him more moderation and 
probity, I turned my horfe round, and con- 
tinued 



AFRICA. 363 

tinued my excurfion. Scarcely however had 
I proceeded fifty paces, when my hunter, who 
had remaned with him a few minutes to light 
his pipe, and put an end to his converfatiorii 
called out to me with a loud voice. Terrified 
by his bawling, I inftantly returned, and, when 
I came up to him, I found that he was attack* 
ed by the treacherous Bofhman, who, with an 
arrow in his hand, was attempting to wound 
him in the head. Seeipg the vifage of my 
poor Hottentot already covered over with 
blood, in a tranfport of rage I leaped from my 
horfe, and feizing my fufee and difcharging it 
at his breaft, the traitor was ftunned and in- 
ftantly dropped, while my Hottentot in the 
cxcefs of his fury colle£ted his arms, and put 
an end to the life of his formidable adverfary 
by treading on him with his feet. Alarmed 
at his wound, he expe£fced every moment to 
perifh by the cffc€t of the poifon j for the 
xafcal had difcharged an arrow at him the 
moment they had - feparated. The wound, 
which was exa£kly above the nofe, appeared 
to me more dangerous on that account, but 
luckily it was very flight j he had been only 
touched by the edge of the iron head, which 
U never poifoned. Having waflied the wound 

with 
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with urine, I comforted him in the beft man- 
ner I could, perfuaded that it was not mortal; 
and as I always carried about me a phial of 
volatile alkali, which Mr. Percheron, the 
French agent, gave me when I quitted the 
Cape, in order that I might diflipate even 
every appearance of poifon, I tore off fome 
pieces from my fhirt, and dipping them in the 
alkali, applied them to the part affe<Sed ; but 
thcfe precautions of my tender friendfhip, in- 
ftead of elevating the fpirits of the unfor* 
tunate Hottentot, made him perfift in attribut- 
ing the fevere pains occafioned by the cauftic 
to the effeds of the poifon : as for me, what I 
wondered at moft, and what I conlldered as the 
influence of my happy ftar, was, that he had 
iiot been killed on the fpot ; had that been 
the cafe, the affaffin, armed with a fufee which 
he might have taken from him, would not have 
failed to lie in wait for me in the neareft tura- 
ing, and to have configned me to the fame 
fate. Taking up the villain's bow and quiver, 
and leaving his body dreadfully mangled, I 
haftcned to return to my camp. This ad- 
venture foon fpread the alarm throughout the 
country ; and my Hottentot, perfuaded that 
he would not live till morning, iHll added to 
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the conftemation of my people. It would 
have been in vain for me to attempt to allay 
their terrors ; they all entertained the fame ideji 
as my patient, and imagined that he could 
not live the night through : but it pafled away 
without the appearance of any alarming fymp- 
toms; and the painhavingabated,he began to be 
convinced that he would efcape at the expence 
of being well frightened. When he awoke, 
his companions, aftoniihed to fee him alive, 
recovered the ufe of their fpeech, and boafted 
in a thoufand different ways, as is commonly 
the cafe when danger is over. They judged, 
above all, that the death of the aflaffin was the 
jnoft fortunate circumftance for us in this ad- 
venture ; for had this man efcaped and follow- 
ed us through the thickets and winding ways, he 
would have difcovered our retreat. He would 
not then have failed to give notice to the reft 
of the Bofhmen, who; in a numerous body, 
would have fuddenly; fallen upon us and maf- 
facred us without merpy. The various conjec- 
tures of my Hottentots, and their endlefs prat- 
tling, amufed me much, and proved not at all un-* 
interefting. I concluded from it that they wrould 
at length become familiarized with danger ; 
and I, was exceedingly glad that they had feen 

it 
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it fo near ; for I knew no obftacle that could 

be more fatal to my defigns than imaginary 

terrors. 

The day following we departed, and while 
we were marching along I amufed myfelf with 
ihooting, either on one fide or the other, 
as the weather was remarkably favourable. 
Having ilarted a female oflrich, when I 
went up to the neft, the largefl I had ever 
feen, I found in it thirty-eight eggs in a heap, 
and thirteen more diftributed at fome diftance, 
each in a fmall cavity. They appeared to be 
all unequal in fize ; and, when I examined 
them more clofely, I perceived nine much 
fmaller than the reft : on this difcovery I or-^ 
dered my people to halt, and to unyoke the 
oxen at the diftance of a quarter of a league 
from the reft, whilft I went to conceal myfelf 
in a thicket, which was within a gun-fhot of 
the fpot, and from which I could have a full 
view of the animal if it returned. After a 
fliort interval, the female arrived and fquatted 
down upon the eggs, and, during the reft of 
the time that I continued in the bufh, three 
more joined her. They relieved each other 
by turns, one only remaining a quarter of aa 
hour on the neft, while one of the new comers 
6 fat 
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fat by her fide. This made me Imagine that 
fometimes, and perhaps when the nights are 
rainy or cold, two or more unite together to 
cover the eggs the better. When the fun was 
nearly about to fet, a male arrived, and ap- 
proached the neft in order to place himfelf on 
it ; for the males fit as well as the females. As 
I had now the opportunity I wifhed for, I 
difcharged my piece and killed him on the 
fpot ; upon which the reft, frightened by the 
noife of the report, ftarted up, and in their 
confufion broke feveral of the eggs. On going 
up to the neft, I perceived, with much regret, 
that the young had been juft ready to burfl: 
the (hell, for they were entirely covered with 
down. The male which I killed had not 
one beautiful white feather ; they were all al- 
ready ftripped, and become quite dirty. I 
however picked out fuch of the black ones as 
appeared to be moft entire, and quitting the 
place, I detached feveral of my Hottentots to 
fearch for the thirteen eggs which were fcat- 
tered around the neft, ftridtly enjoining them 
not to touch the reft. Being defirous to know 
whether the females would return in the night- 
time, I repaired to the neft at day-break ; but 
I found every thing fwept away from the 
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place, except a few fragments of {bells lying 
' here and there, which fufficiently fliewed that 

a 

we had furnifhed an excellent repafl to fome 
jackals^ or even hyaenas. 

This peculiarity refpedting the female oP 
trich, which unites with feveral others for in- 
cubation in the fame neft, is the more worthy 
to engage the attention of the naturalift, as, not 
being a general rule, it proves that certain cir- 
cumftances may fometimes determine the ac- 
tions of thefe animals, and modify their fen- 
fations^ which would tend to exajt their 
inftind, by giving them a more fagacious 
forefight than is generally allowed them^ I» 
it not probable that thefe anin^tls affociate 
together, in order that they may be ftronger 
and better able to defend their offspring ? I 
Ihall have occafioxi to enter more at large oa 
this fubj eft, in the defcription of the oftrich 
which I intend to give hereafter. I flatter 
ynyfelf that the public will read with pleafure 
plain and authentic relations, which will con- 
tain rather a view of the manners and habi- 
tudes of thefe animals than tirefome details, 
which are often- only repetitions concerning 
the number of their feathers, their propor- 
tions, and the exad dimenfions of all their 

parts. 
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parts. Ridiculous enumerations ! which (hew 
as little the variety of the fpecies, as the dif* 
ference of their characters. 

In returning from the neft to our camp, my 
dogs ilarted a hare, and fet out in purfuit of 
it J upon which I galloped after them, and faw 
it take fhelter in the cavities of a fmall barrow, 
which happened to be in the way* After.fome 
fearch I at length difcovered the precife place of 
its retreat ; and having flopped up' the moiith 
of the hole it had entered, I pulled down the 
Hones and the gravel which qonrpofed this 
fmall eminence j but I could fcarcely defcribe 
my aftonifhment when I perceived that it was 
a Hottentot tomb. I however found the hare 
fquatted down among fome bones, and feizing 
it alive I carried it along with me. My dogs. 
being engaged elfewhere> in a fpot where they 
could not obferve me, through an emotion of 
generofity, ai>d as if difdaining to put this 
feeble animal to death except with the arms I 
ufually employed in hunting, I fet it at liber- 
ty. This aftion was afcribed by my people 
to a motive which raifed me very high in theic 
efteem, and I was extremely cauticKUS not to 
undeceive them. They believed, and with 
the utinofl fatisfadion, that I had fuSered 
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this animal to efcape, not becaufe I conlideitd 
h as of little value, but becaufe I refpe&ed the 
afylutn of the dead, and waa defiroua of rtn^ 
dering this natural homage to the tomb of 
one of their countrymen. Having covered 
the bones with the fame gravd which I had 
taken from them, we purfued another route ; 
and during this interval fome more of my 
hunters had killed four gnous, the falling of 
which employed us three whole days. 

On the 1 6th I arrived at a plantation 
belonging to two brothers who were free ne« 
groes, one of whom was married to a ^oung 
mulatto woman. Thcfe worthy people re* 
ceived me with the utmoft joy, and offisred 
me the free ufe of every thing they pofiefled* 
But, fhall I fay it ? my heart, agitated by a 
thoufand different fenfations, received with 
jbdiflference their carefles and their tender fo- 
Kcitude* I found in them almoft the fame 
manners and the fame cuftoms as thofe com« 
mon in the civilized world. I hid now re- 
turned to fociety, and I again beheld fields^ 
utenfils, pofleflions, eftabliihed order, mafter9 ; 
in a word, I was on a plantation. So ranch 
indulgence became a burden to me ; an in« 
voluntary impulfe hurried me from this re^ 
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treat t I often walked about^ with my eyes 
wandering from one fide to another, as if to 
difco ver my loft way ; I opprefled the houfe 
^ith complaints, and, if I may ufe the cxpref- 
fion, furrounded it with my fighs. All was 
now fled; the torrents, mountains, majeftic 
orefts^ impradlicable roads, hordes of favages 
and their delightful huts, all were vanished. 
Every thing feemed to excite tny regret, even 
to ferocious animals ; which, for the moment^ 
I imagined entertained fentiments of friendihip 
tnd benevolence towards me^ 1 do not know 
whether thcfe whimfical ideas are common to 
other men ; but the more I refled on them, 
die more I am convinced that they belong to 
nature. Powerful charm of liberty I invincible 
force^ which I fliall carry with me to the gravel 
Thou transformedft into pleafures the moft la- 
borious fatigues, into amufements the grcateft 
dangers, into delightful fpeftacles the moft 
difmal objeds ; and thou ftrewedft my paths 
with the flowers of felicity and repofe, at a 
feafon and age when deftiny feemed to impel 
me to fearch for them elfewhere. With thefe 
two negroes I eat bread for the firft time 
during the fpace of a year, but I ^lad almoft 
forgot the tafte of it. Though I at firft pro- 
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pofed to flop here only one day^ I remained 
three days. We had ftill a great extent of • 
country to traverfe, fome enormous mountains 
to crofs^and great difficulties to encounter in the 
defarts of Camdebo; the awful afpe& of which 
every where prefent, inftead of the verdure 
and natural gardens of the Pampoen-^Kraal, 
nothing but hideous rocks, fands, and flints, 
fometimes grey, fometimes reddiih, and fonie- 
times of a yellow colour. As I approached 
towai'ds the plantations danger decreafed, and 
ftill adhering to my ideas, I flattered myfelf 
with the hope of more enjoyments. If I ex- 
cept therefore the places where I had juft 
halted, I followed my plan with equal con- 
ftancy, when I returned and when I departed ; 
but I embraced the opportunity which chance 
had afforded me, by falling in with thefe two 
brothers, to procure provifions for the fub- 
iiflence of my people, and I took precautions 
accordingly. They fupplied me with a large 
quantity of bifcuit ; and I made a grateful re<- 
turn for this eflential fcrvice, by giving them 
in exchange powder, fhot, and,^n-fiints j all 
valuable articles, which they had long been m 
want of, though it is indifpenfablyneceflarythat 
a plantation Ihouki always be provided with 
6 them, 
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them, either to defend the cattle or repel the 
Bofhmen. For fo great a favour, they would 
have readily granted me whatever I required. 

On the 1 9th I fet out, at four in the after- 
noon ; but the fun, more ardent than ever, 
fcorched us moft dreadfully for two days. 
Wandering about, without being able to find a 
fmgle drop of water, we had recourfe to fome 
jars, which I had ordered to be filled at the 
houfe of the negro brothers ; but we were 
obliged to confine ourfelves to a certain allow- 
ance, as had feveral times been the cafe before. 

On the 2 1 ft, after croffing the bed of the 
Kriga, which was dry, and which we had 
crofled the preceding evening, I fell in with 
two inhabitants of Camdebo, who were re- 
turning from the Cape, and purfuing their 
way to their own refidence. As I had not 
heard from my friends at the town for above 
a year, I was happy to learn that, by the aflift- 
ance of France, the Cape had been prote&ed 
from any invafion by the Englifli, and that the 
colony was ftill in the hands of the Dutch ; but 
the pleafure I received from this intelligence 
was foon effaced by hearing of the indifpofition 
of my benefador, whom thefe travellers faid 
they had left in a very -critical fituation at the 
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warm baths^ which are the laft reiburce of 
fick people in Africa. This information threw 
a gloom over my mind, and embittered the 
remainder of my j ourney. 

Eagerly defirous of feeing a friend who 
had many claims on my friendfhipt I wlflied 
to haften my journey ; but the fear of finding 
him in a languifhing condition corrupted the 
pleafure which I enjoyed by anticipation* 
Thefe two planters fc^ewarned me that I 
would fuffer much by the way, on account of 
the drought and want of water; and that, a^ 
I carried a great number of cattle along with me, 
I could hope for no refoi^rces but in the ftprmy 
rains which might come on : that, befides 
thefe inconveniences, thjs country was infefted 
by the Bofhmen; and that they had even 
plundered them of thirty-two oxen, and maf- 
iacred their herdfmen, at the paflage of the 
Black River. This laft part of their inteBi- 
gence did not prevent me from proceeding ; 
for, fince the example of feyerity which I had 
been forced to give, my people never ihewed 
f ny figns of timidity, and I belieye that alon^ 
with me they would l^ave been capable of 
braving all the banditti of Camdebo, I vi^as 
however unwilling to expofe them r^ly :. it 
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was impoflible for me to march In the night-- 
time, for this would have deprived me of 
icvery advantage ; and the greater part of my 
oxen were rendered unfit for feryice by « 
^ifeafe in their hpofs; fo that not being 
able to relieve thofe that were in a found con* 
dition, I made them fet out before us with » 
firong guard, in order that yr€ might not be 
retarded ia our march* 

When I arrived in this manner at Kriga^ 
Ftmtynj or the Fountain' oi Kriga^ my oxen 
found as much water as theyliad occafion fori 
lait it was fo bra$Jdfli, that the Hottentots who 
adrank of tt were feized wkh coiics and vio-* 
lent diarrhoeas. As Iwa$ founding the foil, 
^nd examining whether this water might nctf 
caufe difi;>rders ilill more dangerous^ I was 
greatly fui^fed to obferve Kees^ who was 
always th£ firft every where, draw firom thf 
Telfel a crab of abe^ three or four inches ioL 
^ameter. This cirpjim^ance was indeed mo^ 
^ftoniihin^ as the foiuntsin was £arrounde4 
by folid rock, and had no apparent outlet what* 
ever. My 9pe feei^ed to eat his ci:ab with fp 
fnuch pleaibre, that I ordered thirty of theci 
to be caught^ and when they were roafted J 
found th^m excellent. Four o 2&ve difcharge* 
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of my fufec procured ufe above forty moor-fowl 
of a very beautiful fpecies, which were accuf- 
tomed to come by thoufandd, and light on the 
borders of this fountain. The Hottentots of 
the colonics call them Nimiqua partridges ^ be-i 
caufe in the rainy feafon they all emigrate 
towards the tropics. Reckoning from the 
time when we encamped at this fountain^ we 
found nothing but coarfe plants and locufts : 
we were indeed in a moil defolate place; 
four of my oxen, having not ftrength fufficient 
to follow us, remained on the fpot ; and I faw, 
with no fmall grief> that my dogs halted, and 
could fcarcely drag themfelves along. As the 
foles of. their feet were torn and cut to the 
very quick, I ordered them to be rubbed 
over with greafe, that they might be induced 
to lick them, and to be put into my car- 
riages until they fhotild be in a condition to 
walk, lyf y horfes being attacked by the 
fame diforder as my oxen, I caufed fmall bags 
or covers to be made of fkins, and, having 
greafed their hoofs well, I faftened them on 
their feet by tying them above the tar/us. I 
wifhed to fubjeft my oxen to the f?ime ope^ 
ration, but thefe intradable animals would 
pever have fubmitted to it peaceably ; befidea 
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greafe and fkins would not have been fufii- 
cient. My carriages alfo were in a moft 
wretched condition ; for, as they had not been 
moiftened for a long time, they made a noife 
when they nioved forwards like fo many rat- 
tles. Though we fell in with different foun- 
tains, and the beds of feveral rivers or torrents 
which we crofled in our way, and from which 
we hoped for relief, we were ftill deceived in 
our expedlations. Our animals were reduced 
to the necefEty of putting their nofes to the 
earth, and of licking fuch places as feemed ftill 
to retain fome moifture ; being beiides de- 
prived of every kind of fucculent grafs, no 
other refource was left us but to collect a few 
coarfe parched herbs, which occafioned acute 
pains in their bowels, fo that they entirely 
loft their fiefti, and feemed to be converted 
into Ikeletons. 

In this diftreffing fituation we continued 
till the 24th in the evening. Having croffed 
the Stuart Rivier^ or Black River, which had 
no more water in its bed than the reft, we 
were juft on the point of unyoking our oxen, 
when I perceived a flock of (beep, I imme- 
diately ran up to the fhepherd, and being in- 
formed that he belonged to a planter who 
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refidcd at the diftancc of fcarcdy a league, we 
purfued our route towards it, and encamped 
near a large pond, where we at length had tb^ 
fatisfadlion of finding water in abundance. 
The owner of thefe fheep was oamed Adam 
Kobenbymer^ and his plantation was called 
Keveec^VaUyf I received every ms^rk of po- 
litenefs from this gentleman, as well as froni 
his family, which confided of only two daugh<- 
tcrs. One of them, Diaa Sagrias-de-Beer, the 
daughter of his wife by a former hufband^ 
was one of the moft beautiful African ladies \ 
had ever feen. Thefe charming hofts preiTed 
roe to fpend a few days with them ; and the 
bewitching Dina joined to her invitation fuch 
roild and natural graces, that I readily yielded 
to her repeated folicitations, and confented to 
remain a few days. In the evening, however, 
I did not fail to pay a vifit to ipy camp, acr 
cording to my ufual cuftomj as the place 
where I was, and the neceffity of preferving 
good order, made me morp than ever lay \\ 
down as an invariable rule not to deep out of 
it : I was befides fo much accuftomed to my 
hard mattrefs, that a fofter or more commodir 
ous bed would really have prevented me from 
flecping. This agreeable repofe for a few 

days 
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days was aboye all extremely ferviceable to 
my poor cattle, worn put with hunger and 
fatigue : I was every moment apprehenfivc; 
that I fhojmld be obliged to abandon my car« 
nages and my efifeds; but this lad halting 
xeriyed us a little. The fituation of this fpot 
was delightfu}; the fcenery around it was beauti- 
fully variegated ; ax^d the environs of the plan- 
tation afforded my oxen^ as well as my people^ 
abundance pf every thing proper for reftoring 
their loftftrength, had I only remained longer in 
this retreat : but I was more and more fenfiblc 
of the neceflity of approaching the Cape, and 
my exhaufted imagination riendefed my return 
indiipeafable. I was therefore once more obliged 
to tear myfelf from fo many attradions, and to 
purfue my journey. The beautiful Dina hav- 
ing learned of my people (for flie informed 
heiielf of every thing) that the bifcuits I had 
procured from the negroes were almoft at an 
end, ihe begged me to accept a fmall fupply 
which Ihe had made herfelf. On the firft of 
March, after returning thanks to my amiable 
hoftsy I took leave of them, at five in the 
afternoon, and marched forwards to the Gamka^ 
or Leuw^Rivier^ the Lion River ; where wc 

« 

arrived at nine in the evening, and encailiped. 
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Lions formerly were very common near tliis 
river, becaufe antelopes alfo were found here 
in great abundance ; but when the inhabitants 
approached nearer to each other, the anttlopes 
difappeared, and lions confequently are become 
uiuch fcarccr. Having heard at Keveec-Valey 
that three formidable troops of Bofhmcn were 
ranging in the neighbourhood of thar place, I 
thought it would be imprudent to penetrate 
farther the firft night ; befides this, I had 
been informed that, after eroding the Gamka^ 
until i reached the Buffaloes River, I fhould 
not find a Angle drop of water. The diftancc 
between thefe rivers was full twenty-five 
leagues : that I might not perifli with thirft. 
It was neceflary to perform this paflage in two 
days, and it was impoffible to travel during 
the heat of the day without deftroying both 
my people and cattle. I refolved there- 
fore to remain two days on the Lion 
River, to ftrengthen and refrefh my oxen as 
much as poffible ; and, in the evening of the 
fecond day, banifhing every idea of fear, and 
paying little regard to the terror of my Hot- 
tentots, I refumed my journey, taking the pre- 
caution to ftation my whole caravan between 
two carriages, which ferved as an advanced 

and 
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and a rear-guard. A forced march of two 
days, or rather two nights, performed with the 
greateft regularity, condudled us to the hanks 
of the river which we had fo long wifhed to 
fee. During the nightrtime I had not neg^ 
le£ted to order my people to difcharge their 
pieces on both fides of us every fix minutes j 
and from time to time I gave my horfes, which 
were ready to faint with the heat and fatigue, 
a refrefhment of water from my jars. My 
cattle had neither eat nor drank; they all panted 
for breath, and feemed every moment ready 
to drop down on the fpot; neverthelefs, though 
it was late in the evening before we arrived at 
the Buffalo River, my relays, and all the cattle 
that marched at liberty, having difcovered the 
dream, began to run forwards acrofs the mea- 
dows in the greateft diforder to quench their 
thirft. Thofe which drew the carriages re- 
fumed their courage, and completed the paC- 
fage in lefs than a quarter of an hour ; but 
had it not been for the attention of my people, 
who cut the traces of the moft intradablc, my 
three caniages would have been overturned in 
the river. We all of us followed the example 
of our animals, and the bath foon made me 
forget my fatigue. 
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'When our fires were Idndted a part of ouf 
animaU joined us; I was extremely uneafy 
for the refty but we heard them making a^ 
noife among the billhet which furrounded u$^ 
and I concluded that they were learching for 
Jfood. They however arrived all at the break 
of day, except one pair of oxen, which we 
never afterwards faw: my goat alfo ftrayed, 
and did not return till fome time after in the 
courfe of the day. 

When I awoke in the morning I was very 
much flirprifed to find myfelf in a deUghtftil 
country, which the obfcurity of the night had 
prevented me from obferving. The river was 
not broad, but the abundance and depth of its 
waters diffufed throughout the neighbourhood 
a frefhnefs fo much the more agreeable, at 
the heat was exceffive : it pms with a«hun-» 
dred windings through beautiful green fields, 
and I never faw fa agreeable groves as thofe 
with which its banks are crowned. An infinite 
number of partridges aLnd moor-fowl by their 
cries formed a very ftriking contrail with thofe 
of different kinds of ducks, herons, brown 
fwans, and flamingoes, with which the river 
was covered. All my people with one voice: 
having begged me to flop here fome daysyi 
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I readily confcnted, and was exceedingly glad 
that they had anticipated my wifhes. This wa» 
one of thofe delightful retreats which prove 
that the imaginations of the poets do not al-^ 
Ways in their deferiptions exceed the bounds 
of nature and truth. The fpot, however, 
whqre we had pafled the night, was not the 
rtioft favourable ; fome large rocks in our 
neighbourhood covered both it and us too 
much, and might have enabled the enemy to 
furprife us with much eafe : on this account 
we conveyed our carriages and our baggage 
to the middle of a fmall meadow, which the 
winding of the river rendered almoft a penin- 
fula, and there we ereiied our tents. 

From the plantation of the two negroes al- 
ready mentioned we had performed a march 
of eighty leagues ; and one can fcarcely con- 
ceive what we fufFered in this paflage. How 
much relief ftiould I have derived from the 
fheep which I exchanged with the Hottentots 
of Snewberg ! From that period we did not 
meet with the fmalleft article of game, and 
not even a pond of water fo pure that we 
could ule it without great precaution ; none of 
that which we found was fit to be drunk un- 
til we had boiled it either with tea or coSce, to 
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deftroy, or at lead to conceal, its nouous and 
difagreeable qualities. 

The beauties of the fpot, and the abundance 
of every neceflary which the Buffalo River 
procured us, were not the only motives that 
induced us to remain fo long on its banks. I 
continued here till the 14th of the month, em- 
ployed only in repairing my carriages, the 
ruined condition of which had for a long time 
given me great uneafinefs. They were fo 
much fhattered, and the fun had fo dried 
them, that they were ready to fall to pieces ; . 
it was neceifary above all to renew the wheels, 
as all the fpokes were loofe in the naves. I or- 
dered them to be put into water to make the 
wood fwell J and they remained there a long 
time before they received any affiftance fronx 
the hatchet. As for my part, I reviewed my 
collection, which was far from being in pro- 
per order ; and this bufmefs was a work of no 
little labour. Every thing almoft that I had 
contained birds : my tea-chefts, and my boxes 
for holding coffee and fugar^ were all filled with 
them. I now expedled foon to reach the centre 
of the colonies ; and I fhould have coniidered 
the flighteft accident that might have hap* 
pened to retard our march as a great misfor- 
tune. 
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tune. Being perfuaded that we had nothing 
more to fear from the Bolhmen, and feeing all 
jny people fiifficiently compofedand freed from 
their terrors, I refolved to travel night and day ; 
and in Gonfe<juence of this determination L 
departed on the 14th, at^ five in the evening, • 
obferving the fame order as before. Having 
halted at midnight, near the Matjes-Fontein, 
the atmofphere became overcaft, and feemed 
to threaten a ftorm ; but it pafTed by us, and 
nej^ morning I crofled the Wet-Waater, and 
unyoked my cattle at Conjiapel^ an agreeable 
plantation, which the owners have been 
obliged to abandon on account of a fcarcity 
of water. Though the feafon was now far 
advanced, the heat had not yet decreafed, and 
we were obliged to remain inactive during 
the middle of the day, when the fun's rays 
darted upon us with the greateft force ; we 
were fcorched fo much the more, as we could 
find no fhade or place of fhelter to fecure us 
from them : the relaxed ftate in which we 

ff 

Were did not even permit us to amufe our- 
felves with hunting. It- is well knowta that 
ftifling heat tends greatly to deftroy the ap- 
petite, and that it corrupts meat whether fre(h 
or falted, and renders it very difgufting; the 
'Vol. IL Cc operations 
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operations of our kitchen wete fufpeiided there- 
fore for fomc time. My Hottentots flept dur- 
ing the day : as for me, I lived on Mifs Dina's 
bifcuits ; and all the indulgence I allowed my- 
felf was to fteep them in goat's milk, which I 
always tafted with pleafure. I cannot recom- 
mend too ftrongly to travellers who undertake 
fuch journeys as mine, to procure a great 
number of thefe docile and ufeful animals. 
They are fond of man, attach themfelves to 
him, every where follow him, occaiion no em- 
barraffment, and require little or no care* 
Every day they will fupply enough for their 
nouriihment, and to quench their thirft ; and 
thefe poor brutes, which are not delicate like 
fome other animals, and which are contented 
with almofl any thing, can endure thirft a long 
time without lofing their milk. 

The 1 6th and the 1 7th, after crofling 5rJ?«w/- 
Riviery I advanced fix leagues farther; and, 
near Werkeerde-Valey, reached a very large 
lake, upon the borders of which was a fmall 
plantation^ entrufted by the owner, who was 
abfent, to jhe care of fome Hottentots. Hav- 
ing found here a planter who had recently 
quitted the Cape in order to go to Camdqbo, I 
was relieved from a load which had long op- 

, , prefled 
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5^t;eflcd me, by learning that Mr* Boers was 
perfedly recovered, and that he bad returned 
to the town. In this fpot I had an opportu- 
nity of meeting with birds of various kinds, 
andj among others, feme coots exadly like 
thofe of Europe ; but the niarihes near the 
lake furnifhed me with fuch a number of 
fnipes that they became our ordinary food* 

As there were a great many hogs upon this 
plantation, I purchafed one of them ; but I 
was obliged to go and choofe it myfelf, and 
take it from the reeds ; becaufe, as I have al- 
ready obferved, when fpeaking of the manner 
in which they are bred, thcfe had become 
quite wild. I bought alfo fome flour, in or- 
der that I might regale my people with the firft 
bread they had eat fince my departure : Klaas' 
wife prepared it, and fhe indeed fucceeded 
wonderfully well. Having quitted Werkeerde- 
Valey, we entered on the 2 1 fl: another country, 
called the Boke-Veld, or plain of the fpring- 
bocks^, which undoubtedly abounded there 
formerly ; but at this time none of them were 
^ ^ny where to be feen* On the hills, every 
where around us, we obferved feveral planta- 
tions, from which we in vain endeavoured xg 

* A kind of antclcq^s, 

C c 3 remove, 
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remove, for the farther we went the more 
frequent they became. I was under the ne- 
ceffity of paffing dofe to that of Jdhn Pinar. 
Though he earneftly requefted me to ftop and 
refrefh myfelf at his houfe, I declined his 
invitation, and purfued my journey; but the 
inhabitants, whether white men, Hottentots, 
or negroes, all haftened to fee my caravan 
file off, almoft in the fame manner as in 
our great cities people flock to fee fome curi- 
ous ftiew or uncommon fpe£tacle. My beard, 
above all, in a country where neither Jews nor 
capuchins are ever known, appeared to be a 
wonderful and an extraordinary phenomenon ; 
though it put the children to flight, and fl:ruck 
a great terror into the women. After difem- 
barrafling myfelf with great difiiculty from 
the importunity of the inquifitive, who ha- 
rafled me with their queftions, I reached, at 
half after eleven at night, a peaceful inhabited 
retreat, at the diflance of three leagues : but 
the news of my return were fpread abroad; 
and next morning, fcarcely had daylight ap- 
peared, when more than twenty of the inha- 
bitants, attradted by curiofity, furrounded my 
camp, that, whatever route I fliould purfue, it 
might be impoffible for me to efcape them* 
.- Thefe 
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Thefe people had taken great pleafure in pro- 
pagating an hundred abfurd tales refpeding 
me; and they afked me an hundred ridiculous 
queftions one after the other: they afferted, 
for example, that I had brought back waggon 
loads of gold-duft and jewels, found in the 
rivers, or on rocks, never before explored. 
One of thefe credulous peafants begged me to 
fhew him that magnificent precious ftone, fu- 
perior to the diamond, and as large as an egg, 
found in the head of an enormous ferpent,with 
T/vhich I had fought a moft defperate and bloody 
battle. I mention thefe abfurdities merely to 
juftify what I have faid elfewhere refpefting 
that ftupid fondnefs for the marvellous, by 
which the planters amufe their idle hours, and 
diffipate the languor which oppreffes them.' 

I intended to remain reclufe in the place 
where I v^as till evening, but the number of the 
curious increafed fo much every minute, that 
I loft all patience, and departed abruptly. In 
vain did I attempt to avoid three or four plan- 
tations fituated in the canton through which 
it was neceflary for me pafs ; importunity 
every where purfued me, fo that I had no 
other refource but to take advantage of the 
obfcurity of the night, and to go almoft like a- 

C c 3 malefador, 
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malcfador, and conceal myfclf at the bottom of 
an enormous chain of mountains named Cloof^ 
which forms the limits of another country 
called Roy e- Sand. 

This mountain, like an immenfe curtain, 
raifed by the hand of misfortune before me, 
feemed placed thcire to difconcert me ftill 
more, and to increafe my uneafmefs. It was 
however neceffary either to* overcome this ob- 
ftacle, or to make a very long circuit, the 
extent of which I did not know, nor how 
much time it Inight require. I was no longer 
animated by that impetuous ardour which I 
had fhewn at my departure ; nor by that in- 
vincible courage which cherifhed in my foul 
the love of novelties, and the impatient defire 
of being the firft to take poffeffion of a country 
fo curious and fo little known. I found myfelf 
in turns flopped by difcouragement, and hur- 
ried forwards by gratitude and friendlhip. 
I formed therefore my refolution, and deter- 
mined to climb in the beft manner I could to 
the top of the mountain. The fteepnefs of the 
way, and the quagmires which I had to en- 
counter in this paffage, almoft frightened me. 
Yet this is the ufoal route of the neighbouring 

planters, who choofe rather to run the rifque 

of 
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of lofing their cattle and carriages than unite 
to make a proper road, or at leaft to repair 
fome pafles; an evident proof both of their 
inattention and their indolenq^. 

For my own fafety I ventured to undertake 
this bufinefs. 1 employed the whole day of the 
24th in cutting down branches of trees to fill 
up the deep fiffiires, and in covering them over 
with ftones, fand, and earth. In this operation 
I fucceededj and on the 25th, in the fpace of 
four houfs, thanks to the precautions which 
we had taken, and the exertions which 
my people with great cheerfulnefs made, at 
the expence of a very trifling lofs, we had the 
inexpreffible happinefs of paffing the frightfuf 
precipice, the only one that we had occalion 
to dread. The planters call this horrible road 
Majler-^Hoec ^ or Matter's Corner. We en- 
camped at the bottom of the mountain, on the 
other fide j and next day halted in the morning 
at the entrapce of Roye-Sand^ near the ruins 
of a plantation which appeared to have been 
long deferted. 

This canton, in my opinion, is very impro- 
perly name Roye^Sandy or Red Sand, for I ob- 
ferved none of that colour : I remarked, ou 
the contrary, that it was abfolutely yellow, 

Thi^ country is fertile in com ; and the 

C c 4 crops 
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crQps are rich, and every where appear m great 
abundance. We from time to time had a view 
of delightful plantations, each niore agreeably 
fituated than another ; and the variety of the 
buildings formed every where fuch interefting 
profpeds as afforded the higheft gratification to 
the fight. It is pofiible that, as I had been 
accuftomed for fixteen months to views of a 
bolder and grander nature, the contraft of 
wild countries, and their habitations, as difmal 
as uncommon, with the new order of things 
that prefented itfelf to my eye, might make 
a deeper impreffion on my imagination. How- 
ever this may be, I was never tired of contem-? 
plating thefe beautiful fccnes. 

All thofe chimerical and romantic ideas 
which had flattered my fancy, and all thofe 
melancholy refledlions which I had indulged 
on quitting the favages, began now to vanifh ; 
and reafon, refuming its empire, convinced 
me that; not being deftined for fuch a wander- 
ing and precarious life, I had other obligations 
to difcharge, and other objedls to cherifli. I 
already fmiled at different circumftances, the 
remembrance of which brought full in my 
view my former pleafures and paft manner of 

life. Friendfhip above all, arrayed in her full 

» 

graces. 
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graces^ and fuch as fhe ought to be to pleafe 
delicate and tender fouls, feemed to call 
me at a diftance, and to ftretch out her arms 
towards me. Other fentiments perhaps came 
to her affiftance, to make me unbend my brow, 
and to incite me more and more to bring my 
journey to a conclufion. Certain, from the 
information I had received, that I fhould find. 
Mr. Boers at the Cape in good health, every 
ftep I made towards the town added to the 
tranfports of my impatience, which my people 
fincerely fhared along with me. It was 
impoflible for me to be fo near the Cape 
without wifhing to fee the road that was to 
conduft me thither difappear behind me : my 
whole thoughts therefore wiere occupied v/ith 
the pleafure I expected to feel on feeing my 
friends ; but above all in embracing him, who 
on many accounts had the beft claim to the 
firft and inoft diftinguifhed place in my af- 
fedion. 

On the 26th, after having efcaped, if I may 
exprefs my felf fo, ten plantations which lay 
in our way, I croffed the Broad River; a league 
farther, the Waater-Val^ or Water-fall j and af- 
terwards fome more plantations, which un- 
doubtedly had been long waiting to fee me 

pafs I 
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pafs ; for the inhabitants, obferving that I di4 
not flop, ran after me as if I had been a ctiri- 
ciis wild bead, and never quitted me till they 
had furveyed me for fome time. Having 
^foffed the Rcyt-Sand-Kloof^ the Valley of 
Rfed Sand, and the Ktein-Berg^Rivier^ or Lit- 
tle River of the Mountains, when I arrived 
next tnorning, the 27th, at Swart-Land^ I or- 
dered my horfes, which I had not ufed for 
foitie time, to be faddled ; and leaving a num- 
ber of inquifitive planters around my carriages 
ind baggage, I advanced forwards, accompa- 
nied by my faithful Klaas ; and arrived witli 
much pleafure, the fame evening, at the houfe 
of my ancient hoil, the worthy Slaber, who 
had fo nobly entertained me two years before, 
when I met with the dreadful difafter already 
mentioned at the bay of Saldanhsi. 

Words could hardly exprefs the joy, and 
above all the aftonifliment, which my arrival 
occafioned to all this refpeftable family. They 
expeded it fo little ; I was fo difguifed by my 
beard, and the accounts which had been pro- 
pagated at the Cape, and in the neighbour- 
hood, of the diftant excurfions and the dan- 
gers to which I had expofed myfelf, rendered 
my death fo probable, that they were all terri- 
* - fied 
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fie J on my approach. The wftmen partleu* 
larly declared bloody war againft that thick 
and black covering which obfcured part of my 
vifage. It had, indefed, for fome time been 
entirely ufelefs, and confequently a burden to 
me. Mitje-Slaber, the youngeft of my hoft's 
daughters; obligingly offered to free me from 
it. I therefore fell down on my knees and de-* 
voted my head as a facfifice. Scarcely had I 
arrived at this happy retreat, when I difpatch^ 
cd Klaas to Mr. Boers to inform him of mV 
return ; and I fent him, at the fame time, two 
of thofe fmall antelopes c^Xltdi Jieen-boch^ and 
a few partridges which I had killed by the 
way. Next morning I received the congratu- 
lations of my friend, who fent me two of his 
beft horfes, and carneftly preffed me to repair 
to his houfe immediately. 

The fame day my people, whom I had left 
behind, arrived with my carriages. The mo- 
ment of our feparation was now approaching ; 
we had both of us reciprocally forgot our 
animofities: fome gave vent to lighs, others 
ihed tears ^ and, while I could not contain 
mine, wc comforted ourfelves with the hopes 
of a fecond journey, fhould circumftanccs be-- 
come favourable. 

I diftri- 
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I diflributed among thefe faithful compa- 
nions of my fatigues and adventures all the 
remainder of my efiedls, and fuch things as 
could be of no utility to me in the town 5 to 
which I added even my linen and other 
clothes, referving nothing but what I had on 
my body. I begged two of thefe Hottentots 
to remain fome days more with Mr. Slabec, 
to take care of my fhe-goats and fick or ufelefs 
oxep which I left on the plantation till farther 
orders. I then appointed Mr. Boers' houfc 
as a rendezvous for the reft of my caravan ; 
and Klaas and I having mounted our horfes^ 
the fame evening I enjoyed the happinefs of 
embracing a friend and benefador whom I 
had been apprehenfive of never again feeing. 

My baggage arrived on the 2d of April, 
and it was then that I returned thanks to my 
faithful fervants, and paid them their wages. 
They were all burning with impatience to re- 
vifit their families. I ftretched out my hand 
to Klaas, who could fcarcely tear himfelf from 
his matter ; and, as his horde was at a lefs dif- 
tance from, the town than that of the other Hot- 
tentots whom I had tiifcharged, I defired him 
to vifit me; often, and promifed him a continu- 
ance of my protection, my confidence, and 

my 
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my friendfhip. I, above all, affured him that 
I would not remain long inadive at the Cape, 
and that I depended upon his afliftance for new 
enterprifes. This was the fole objeiSt of his 
defires, and the only alleviation of his forrow. 
I muft indeed confefs that I could not fee him 
depart without the greateft emotion, though 
diftraded by crowds of vifitors who thronged 
into my friend's houfe, fome of whom were 
attracted by a generous concern for my wel- 
fare, but the greater number by a defire of 
gratifying their eager curiofity. 



I HAVE placed at the end of this volume 
the figures of a male and female giraffe, 
though I met with thefe animals only in my 
fecond journey. This, therefore, is a kind of 
anticipation that may appear irregular, but to 
which I have in fome meafure been conftrain- 
ed by folicitatlons which I ought to confider 
as commands. 

By way of fupplement, and as an explana- 
tion of thefe two plates, I have added a hafty 
ftetch refpeding the natural hiftory of the 
animals which they reprefent, referving more 

eifential 



398 TRAVELS lU 

eflential and fuller details for that part m tliU 
viQxk where they natxirally ought to aj^^r. 

Many and various accounts have fceea pu* 
blifhed of the giraffe ; but, notwithftauding 
all the elegant and fcientific differtationa writ- 
ten on this fubjedt) no juft or preeifeidea hath 
been hitherto formed of its configuration, muck 
lefs of its manners, its.taftes, its chara£ter» aa4 
its organization. - _ 

If, among the known quadrupedes,, prece- 
dency be allowed to height, the giraffe. with^ 
out doubt muft hold the firft rank. A male^ 
which I have in my coUeftion, and of which 
a figure is given in the eighth plate^ meafured 
after I killed it fixteen feet four inches, from 
the hoof to the extremity of its horns. I ufe 
this exprefnon in order to be uaderil6od ; fbr, 
the giraffe has no real horns, but between its 
^ars, at the upper extremity of the head, arife, 
in a perpendicular and parallel diredion, two 
excrefcences from the cranium, which, with- 
out any joint, ftretch to the height of' eight or 
nine inches, terminating in a convex knob, 
and are furrounded by a row of f^rong ftraight 
hair, which overtops them by feveral lines* 

The female is generisdly lower than thd 

inale. That reprefented in the- followintg plate 

3 was 
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was only thirteen fce^ fix inches ip: height) 
and her . incifxve teeth, which werp almoft all 
worn away, inconteftabjy proved that Ih? had 
attained to her full growth. 

In confequence of the nu^iber of ^hgfe ajxlr 
ms^ls which I killed and had an, opportunitj pf 
feeing, I may qftablifh as 4 certain r^^k, that 
the males are generaUy fift^eu or fixteen feet 
iii height, and the femaks from thirteen to 
fourteen. 

Whoever fhould judge of the fize and thick- 
nefe of thefe animals from the aboye dimenr 
iions, would be greatly deceived. I may al- 
moft fay that they confift of nothing but aeck 
and legs. The eye^ indeed, that is accuftomed 
to the long full figures of Europe, finds no^prorr 
pqrtion betweea a height of fixteen feet audi a 
length of feven, taken from the tail to the 
breaft. Another deformity, if it may be called 
fo, makes us contrafl: the parts, before with 
thofc behind. The former have a coafiderablc 
thicknefe towards the fhouJders, but the latter 
are fo thin and meagre that they do not feem 
formed the one for the other. 

Naturalifts and travellers who fpeak of the 
giraiFe, all agree in making the hind legs only 
half the length of thofe before ; but did thofc 

who 
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who aflert fo really fee the animal, or. If they 
law it, did they confider it attentively ? 

An Italian author, who certainly never faw 
it, caufed a figure of it to be engraved at Ve- 
nice, in a work entitled Defcrizioni degli ani-^ 
mali^ lyyi* This figure is formed exactly 
from the defcriptions which had then been 
publiflied of the animal; but this exaftnefs 
renders it fo ridiculous, that we muft confider 
it, on the part of the Italian author, as a fe- 
vere criticifm on all the accounts which had 
appeared, and which have been fo often re- 
peated. 

Of all the old authors * who have fpoken of 
this animal, the mod exadl is Gilius, who fays 
exprefsly that " the giraffe has its four legs of 
** the fame length ; but that the fore thighs are 
*• fo long in comparifon of thofe behind, that 
** the back of the animal appears inclined like 
** the roof of a houfe." If by the fore thighs 
Gilius means the omoplate or flioulder blade, 
his affertion is juft, and I perfedly agree with- 
him. 

♦ Among the moderns, the moft exacS engraving is 
without doubt that which' was executed under the infpec- 
tion of Dr. AUaman, from drawings furnifhed by Colonel 
Gordon. 

The 
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The account given by Hcliodoms is far 
from being fo correct If we believe that he 
fpeaks of a giraffe, when he fays its head 
is only double the fize of that of the oftrich, 
we muft conclude that things have changed 
* much fmce, and that, in the l^fe of time. 
Nature has made either the one or the other 
of thefe animals fuffer great variations. 

The horns forming part of the cranium, as 
I have already faid, can never fall off. They 
are not folid like thofe of the. flag, nor com- 
pofed of any fubftance analogous to thofe of 
the ox ; much lefs do they confift of hair 
united, as Buffon fuppoies. They are fimply 
of a bony calcareous fubftance, divided by a 
multitude of fmall pores like all bones, and 
are covered throughout their whole length 
with ftiort coarfe hair, which has no refem- 
blance to the foft down that covers the young 
horns of roe-bucks or flags. 

The figures of this animal, given in the 
works of Buffon and Vofmar, are in general 
defe£kive. Thefe authors have made the horns 
terminate in a point, which is contrary to the 
truth. Inftead of bringing the mane only to 
the fhoulders, they have prolonged it to the 
root of the tail j a miflake which, added to 

Vol. II. D d many 
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many others, difgraces and renders of no utility 
to fdence thefe falfe reprefentations, which 
people very improperly confide in, on account 
of the reputation of the authors who publifh 

them. 

The giraffes, both male and female, are 
fpottedin the fame manner; but, without pay- 
ing attention to inequality of fize, they may 
eafily be diftinguifhed from each other even 
at a diftance. The male, on a greyifli white 
ground, has large fpots of a dark brown co- 
lour, almoft approaching to black; and the 
female, on a like ground, has fpots of a tawny 
colour, which renders them lefs ftrildng. The 
young males are at firft of the colour of their 
mother^ but, in proportion as they advance in 
age and fize, they become browner. 

Thefe quadrupedes feed upon the leaves of 
trees, and particularly on thofe of a mimofa^ 
peculiar to the canton which they inhabit. 
Meadow grafs forms alfo part of their aliment; 
but they are not under the neceffity of kneel- 
ing down to browfe or to drink, as fome have 
improperly believed. They often lie down to 
ruminate or to fleep, which caufes a confider- 
able callofity on the fternum, and makes their 
knees to be always covered with a hard Ikin. 

S Had 
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Had Nature endowed the giraffe with an 
irafcible difpofition, it certainly would have 
had caufe to complain ; for the means with 
which it is provided, either for attack or de- 
fence, are very trifling. It is indeed a peace- 
ful and timid animal ; it fhuns danger, and 
flies from it, trotting along very faft: a good 
horfe can with diflSculty overtake it. 

It is faid that it has not ftrength to defend 
itfelf ; but I know, beyond a doubt, that by its 
kicking it often tires out, difcourages, and even 
beats off the lion. Except upon one occaiion 
I never faw it make ufe of its horns : they 
may be confidered as of no utility, were it 
poflible to doubt of the wifdom and precau- 
tion employed by Nature, whofe motives we 
are not always able to comprehenci. 

I have thought it neceffary, in compliance 
with the wifhes of thofe who requefted them, 
to accompany thefe two figures with a con* 
cife defcription, which will fefve to illuftrate 
them better : but I muft inform the reader, 
that I have not here faid all that I intend 
refpeding this extraordinary animal. 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 



•1 

< 






\ 



V ;;---*/ 



Direffions to the Binder for placing the Copper-plaUs. 

VOL. I. 

V Encampment in the Great Nimiqua country to front the 

title. ' . 

V View of the fountains at die Cape of Good Hope to 

front page - - - - - > 28 

^ Encampment at Pampoen-tKraal - - - 184. 

*^^ Hottentot man - - - 230 

v^Hottehtot woman • - -^ - 278 

v/Narina, a young Gonaqua girl - • - 380 

V O L. II. 

v^ A Gonaqua man - , - - - a 

^f. A CafFre man - - . - . - 182 

A CafFre* woman - ^ ' - - 284 

^.y A Hdtterttot woman - - - 350 

\/Thfi male giraffe .; • • :»: ^ - 398 

\/ The female -ditto - - . ^ w 40Q 



V 



MrtipMHi 



Err ATA. 

• '" V O L. I. 

' ^ige 14ft line xo from the bottom; for Bujfiasp rc^d Buffiias.- 
■ line»^S Skid 9 from tkc bottom^ iopvfoeJofthe Great Father, resd 

" 'Grandfather V vnod. • ■ • ' 

Page 20^, line 8 frcin th« bobom^ for ovfrtum^ ofinUnfit read ^^roim 

opinions. * . ' 

Page 241, line i, for acc^mnts I had received /rem ^uffpe, read accounts tranf* 

mitted to me from Europe. ' I 

page 30o> line 2 from the bottom^ for who reajl which. 
Page 303».linc 10 from the bottjomf for i^e^^^ff' read Boflnnen. 

V b L. IL 

Page 6, Ijne ii, for /aid it gave hitu, read faldit would ^rp him. 
Page 44* line 11, for I have here given, read I have already given • 
P^S^ 7S» ^^^ 6 from the bottom, for it fajfei, read they pa£i^ 
Page I48> line 9, ioT precedes it, re^ follows it* 
Page 18.5, line 1, iovfejb read fat. 

line 3, fof <//^ read differs. 

Page 189, line 4, for ajfagay read aflagays.' 
Page 216^ line xo> iw and added read addingf 
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